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Welcome back to Term 2 in Room 4 for 2026!

I hope you have all had a really nice 2 week break
and have managed to spend time with family and
friends and do some things you all enjoy.

We have another exciting and action packed term
ahead with our big focus being The Arts. Below is an
outline of what is planned.

This term we will continue to delve into the new
Maths curriculum and implement a lot of what we
have been learning as teachers through our recent
Teacher Only day. This learning will continue to be
supported by the ‘Maths No Problem’ resource along
with other resources we know work well to support
learners. This term Mrs Irwin will be teaching Maths
on Monday through to Thursday with a focus on:
Addition & Subtraction within 20, positions (left,
right, 1st, 8th etc), shapes, patterns and measuring
length. Friday will be all about Fractions with me as
we look at makRing haluves, thirds, quarters and

eighths, sharing, grouping and finding parts of sets. It

is really beneficial that the children have this learning
reinforced at home too. Try and include the different
maths language in your everyday life.
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We continue with our Structured Literacy as the basis
for our Literacy programme.
Our middle block of learning includes:

- Learning & revising letter sounds & spelling

patterns.

- Syntax Project where we look closely at how

sentences are built.

- Writing dictated sentences.

- Independent writing or writing related to our

topic.

- Reading a big book and poem of the week

and unpacRing different learning each day.

- Reading decodable texts.

- Reading predictable texts (stage 7 onwards).

- Literacy games & activities to reinforce

learning.

- Spelling practise using their weekly words.
We have a Junior Speech competition this term.
Children need to learn a poem of their choice to recite.
Please support your child to find a poem to learn and
let me know what they have chosen by Week 4.
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I Most mornings we set aside 10 minutes to do a fitness
activity - jog, dance, moving to music, game outside. This

| gets our blood pumping for the day and is the transition

| between our morning mat time and the start of Maths. On

I Fridays we participate in School Sport in our Houses. This is
always a great opportunity to play alongside children of

| varying ages and be exposed to lots of new and fun games.

I We have a bike track slot each week on a Monday where

| we learn about the safety involved in bike riding and we
ride and play games using the bikes, trikes and ezyrollers.
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We have Home Learning everyday except Friday. This will
consist of:
° Reading
° Spelling
° Maths basic facts (called bricks) or Number
Knowledge.
° Poem (Thursdays)

I Children are encouraged to practise their heart words, speed

sounds and speed words at the back of their readers each

night prior to reading their book.

I Buddy testing of spelling words takes place every Friday

I and this is a written test. Please encourage the correct

| formation of letters. They will have a maths basic facts
brick glued into their book to work on at their own speed.

I When they are ready for a test they need to write their

I name on the board in the classroom. If your child is finding

| the first Maths Brick difficult there is a Number Knowledge

I sheet glued into the back of their book also. It would be a
good idea to work on this alongside the brick learning.

| PLEASE ensure bookbags are at school everyday. The

| children have limited time to practise spelling and bricks
during the week and without their books they miss this
opportunity. It was great to see so many of you utilising
the Poem and Practise Book last term. Please refrain from

I practising in Home Learning books or writing on the lists at

| the back of the booh.

I We are very grateful to haue Stu yreen support us with our
music programme each week. We dipped our toes into
ukulele playing and bucket drumming last term and are
excited about continuing with this.
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THE ARTS
A

< W ' Sl 28th April - 4thMay  Life Education
Our overarching topic this term is THE ARTS. We will 4th - 8th May Road Safety Week
be exploring creativity through dance, drama, music,
and visual art. Students will have opportunities to 1st June King’s Birthday (School Closed)
move and express ideas through dance, take on roles
and tell stories in drama, explore rhythm and sound 12th June Treasure Hunt Show
in music, and create artworks using a range of
materials and techniques. Across all areas, we will 15th - 19th June Book Week
focus on building confidence, sharing ideas, and
celebrating creativity, while also learning how the 16th June R4 Poem Recital Competition
arts help us tell stories.
YVe will be working hard throughout .the t.erm on an 19th June Puss n Boots Show
item for the whole school show - A Night in the
Library. We looR forward to performing for you all!
Y f perf gfory 22nd June Whole School Speech Finals
[ ]
Te Reo Mao" 23rd June School Show / A Night in the Library
V@' vm‘ A pepeha is your own unique story.
>, < A pepeha is the story of your whakapapa.
PER T LI In Miori terms it is uniquely expressed 25th June Junior School Madagascar Show Trip
This term we have a focus on learning our Pepeha, a
way of introducing ourselues. Children will take turns 3rd July Last day of Term 2
to lead our morning Paepae and sharing their Pepeha
is part of this. We will continue with learning the 20th July First day of Term 3

maori words/Ropu for: days of the week, numbers,
general greetings and classroom objects.

Reports live to parents

Thmgs to NOTE:
Our Library days are MONDAY &
WEDNESDAY.
- Bring book bags euvery day.
- Ice blocks are not being sold until Term 4.
- Name EVERYTHING!

We like to communicate as much as possible between
home and school. Here are some ways we do this:

. Hero

° Seesaw Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any
) Weekly School Newsletter C) questions. Tracey Schumacher is the Junior School
) WeeRly class email (4 team leader and is your next port of call

° Termly class Newsletter traceys@mangatawhiri.school.nz

If we have concerns, we will contact you.

Here’s to another great term in Room 4!
Kind Regards

Lorelle Dodds

Room 4 Teacher
lorelled@mangatawhiri.school.nz
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