Respect - Whakaute )

¢ Responsibility - Haepapa )

Welcome to Room 4 for
2026. | hope you have had
an amazing holiday and are
all ready for the term. | am
very excited about the year

I Structured Literacy is the approach we use for our reading,
| writing and spelling program. Children are taught how
words work by learning the relationships between sounds
ahead a.nd loeh forward (phonemes) and letters (graphemes) in a planned,
. to worhmg with t:;ou al} to step-by-step way. Lessons are explicit and include lots of
support your child through their learning this | practice, helping children build strong foundations in
year. Below is an outline of what has been decoding, spelling, and comprehension. There is a lot of
planned for this term. The first couple of weeks ' research out there on the importance of children forming
will be spent settling back into school, revisiting | their letters correctly and your support with this during
the Mangatawhiri Way and learning classroom | home learning will be hugely beneficial. As a whole class
and schoolwide routines. | we will also be delving into The Writing Revolution. This is
where we will looR really closely at sentences and parts of

Maths X How

This year we are rolling out the new Maths LL%RE

Curriculum and will continue using the resource | We will start Home Learning in Weeh 4 but please do get
called - ‘Maths No Problem!” to support our Maths | back into the routine of daily reading to and with your
learning. The staff started the new year with Maths , child. Children will have Home Learning everyday except

Professional Deuvelopment on this resource as a Friday. This will consist of reading (a book and/or reading
refresher and to look at some changes that had I tasR), spelling and maths basic facts (called bricks) or a
been made. I number knowledge activity. Their Home Learning book will

o ¥R & | have a weekly sheet glued in with all of the information -
PHYSICAL Z LS gt s oo e ook
'S, : ’ - read each night or at is rea m. Spelling
EDU éAIlOI\“ I will be tested every Friday by their big buddy in written
Swimming will be our focus during Term 1. Itis a very | form. Maths basic facts bricks will be glued into the back of
important sRill to have, especially living here in NZ. | their book to work on at their own speed and when they are
We have a swimming slot daily and as a compulsory  ready for a brick test they need to write their name on the
part of our curriculum, children need to bring their testing board in the classroom. Every Thursday they will
swimming gear EVERY day. | do take the weather into bring home a poem of the week to share with you. Your

consideration. If your child cannot swim then a note | feedback in their boohs is much apprecmted
must be sent to school advising why they can’t P2 Ry A

participate. |
Our class will be participating in Swimsafe sessions. |
|
I

We are very lucky to have an outside agency come in
to take and support our knowledge around safety Stu Green teaches music every Tuesdag We enjoy whole
near and in water. We will also be using a resource school singing with him in the morning and then have a half
called ‘Movewell’ focusing on the co-operative and an hour class slot. We are so lucky to have him and his

team building games that supports children’s learning | expertise to support us with our music programme.

and enjoyment of mouvement. I r I T WP 4 .
In Week 3 the whole school will be part of an EOTC :a';%%Am Te Reo Maorl
week (Education Outside The Classroom). This is a We will be learning the maori words for: the days of the

great opportunity to get outside, connect with nature, | weeR, numbers, general greetings, action words as well as
work together with classmates, build confidence and I <inai .
singing a range of waiata.

development important life skills. .
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Health and Wellbein I

We will focus this term on the different ways in I

which we can keep ourseluves healthy. We'll look |

at different activities to help with our physical, 1

mental, emotional, social and environmental I

well-being. We will continue with the Mitey |

programme. The Mitey programme is a New I
Zealand-based initiative designed to equip

children from Years 1-8 with the tools they need I

to understand and manage their mental |

I

I

|

I

|

I

|

|

I

I

wellbeing.

We have started the term focusing on The Treaty
of Waitangi and why this day is a day to
commemorate as part of New Zealand history.
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We like to communicate as much as possible
between home and school. Here are some ways
we do this:

HERO I
Hero is an app that is downloaded and it is the
main way we will communicate quick school 01
messages as well as reporting your child’s learni M
It is important to have access to this app.
School Mobile
Mangatawhiri School has a school mobile which
you can use to text messages if needed. The
number is 0274 980 070.
Seesaw
This is an online platform where children can
upload some of their learning and | can add photos
or videos of what we are getting up to. We don’t
report on your child’s learning via Seesaw, this is
done on HERO.
Weekly Class Emails
| will send weeRly class emails on a Friday. Please
ensure the office has your correct email address
and let us know if you aren’t receiving them.
Weekly Newsletter
Our School Newsletter comes out every Monday.
Please make sure you read this and take note of

important dates that may change. ‘nswﬂ
oget| e I

Class Termly Newsletter brilliant.
Our class Newsletter comes out in

weeR 2 of every term. This gives you a
brief insight into what we will be doing
the term and some important dates.

10.02.26 Meet the teacher / Family BBQ
16.02.26 EOTC Week

17.02.26 Swimming Sports

09.03.26 Photo Day

26.03.26 Triathlon

31.03.26 School Open Day

02.04.26 Last day of Term 1

20.04.26 Term 2 starts

*Ice blocks are for sale each day this term for 50c
*Keep a look out in my Friday emails and the school
newsletter for more information.

Things to NOTE:
- Our Library days are Monday and Wednesday.
- Home Learning starts in Week 4.
- BooR bags everyday from WeeR 4!
- Please leave valuables at home.
- Name EVERYTHING!
- No hat, no play this term.

| realise there is a lot of information to take on
board so if you have any concerns or queries,
please don’t hesitate to contact me. Tracey
Schumacher is the Junior School Team leader and
is your next port of call
traceys@mangatawhiri.school.nz and if we have
concerns we will contact you.

Here’s to a fantastic term full of lots of learning
and fun!
Kind Regards

Lorelle Dodds
Room 4 Teacher
lorelled@mangatawhiri.school.nz
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mailto:traceys@mangatahiri.school.nz
mailto:lorelled@mangatawhiri.school.nz
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/fact
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/community
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/live
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/responsibility
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/bring

