
 

 

 

 

               St Mary’s Catholic School  

                          Putāruru 

                 Tumuaki – Mrs Jenny MacKenzie 

 

                     NEWSLETTER – 20th March 2025 

 
Theme: “Walking in Hope and Love” 

E haere ana i runga i te tumanako me aroha 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Striving for Excellence 
In the Marist Tradition 

MARIST 
Excellence in learning and behaviour 

We work hard 
Kia mahi tahi tatou 

RESPECT 
Consideration for ourselves, 

others  
And the environment 

We are caring and helpful 
Manaakitangatou 

ATTITUDE 
Positive can-do attitude 

We don’t give up 
Ngakau rekatou 

YES 
Yes to following in the footsteps of Jesus 

We say Yes to doing the right thing 
Kia mahi pono tahi tatou kit e mahi 

tikatou 

5 MacKenzie Street, Putāruru.  Phone (07) 885 1006.  Mobile 027 333 3445.  Email office@stmarysput.school.nz 



 

DATES TO NOTE 
17-21ST March - Life Education will be at school all week 

20th March  - Year 8 Retreat in the Parish Centre 

24th March  - PTA meeting at 7pm 

 

SHOWQUEST 
Please note – there will be NO ShowQuest practice next Thursday (27th March) – we will hold a lunchtime 

rehearsal instead. 

 

ATTENDANCE 
Please ensure that you let Sandra know if your child is not going to be at school, and the reason that they 

are absent.  You can email her on office@stmarysput.school.nz or use the Skool Loop Ap.  Attendance is 

monitored by the Ministry of Education on a daily basis. 

 

LIFE EDUCATION 
Life Education has been at school all week and finishes tomorrow.  Students have loved meeting with 

Harold and have enjoyed the truck experience.  Their learning has been invaluable. 

 

HOMEWORK CLASS 
This is held on a Tuesday and Thursday from 3:00-4:00pm in the breakout space between Room 6 and 7.  

These classes are supervised by a teacher. Please ensure you pick up your student by 4pm from the 

breakout space. 

 

MOBILE PHONES 
Please be aware that it is a Ministry of Education regulation that mobile phones are not allowed in school – if 

your child has a mobile device they must hand it in to the office at the start of the day where it will be kept 

safe until the end of the day.  If a parent/caregiver needs to contact their child, they can email or call the 

school office and a message will be passed on. 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 
If you are wanting your child to be Baptised, please contact Bernie Farrell 021 297 3595. 

 

OUR CATHOLIC FAITH 
Anyone who is interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith, on Monday's 7pm - 8pm we will be 

meeting at The Farrell's 50 Webster Road, Tirau to go through the "Chosen:This is Your Faith" series. All ages 

and stages are welcome (kids welcome to join in or just come for a play) 

Contact Bernie 021 297 3595 for further info or just turn up. 

 

LIGHTHOUSE YOUTH GROUP 
Lighthouse Youth Group – Fridays from 6:30-8pm in the Parish Centre.  All 8-13 year olds are welcome.  

Please call Angelina on 07 882 1331 for more information. 

 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
A big THANK YOU to those parents who have offered their time to run the sausage 

sizzle this term.  If you’re available for a Friday in Term 2, please let Sandra know so 

she can get a roster ready for Term 2.  sausages are $2.00 each and you can pay 

cash to the classroom teacher or pay online to – St Mary’s BOT 03-0418-0114136-00  

 
Friday 21st March  - Kirby   Friday 28th March  - Erin 

Friday 4th April   - Erin   Friday 11th April  - Mike  
 

MARAE TRIP 
A big thank you to all parents/caregivers who assisted with transport to/from the Marae last week.  Also 

thank you to Putāruru College for lending us one of their vans for the day.  This proved to be an excellent 

trip for all our students, staff and families who attended. 

Our sincere thanks to the O’Rourke whanau for the incredible manaakitanga.  The year 7 & 8’s had an 

invaluable experience which will be etched in their hearts foever.  Ngā mihi. 
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HOT CROSS BUNS – FUNDRAISER 
Hot Cross bun order forms have been sent home.  Please ensure these are 

returned to school by Wednesday 2nd April at the absolute latest.   

 

Thank you for supporting our students. 

 

ORDER FORMS NEED TO BE RETURNED TO THE OFFICE – PAYMENTS ARE COMING 

IN ONLINE BUT NOT THE FORMS  

 

Payments to St Mary’s BOT 03-0418-0114136-00 using reference “Hot X Buns” 

 

 

INTER SCHOOL SWIMMING SPORTS 
St Mary’s students swam exceptionally well and supported each other (even managing to stay 

warm between races).  Well done to everyone who participated. 

 

A big thank you to Kirby, Malesa, Victoria, Daphne, Minor, Erica, Justin, Karen, David Bidois, 

Jonathan and Courtney for helping run the event.  We really couldn’t do it without the help of our 

staff and parents. 

 

NETBALL 
Netball will be starting in Term 2 – permission notices have been sent home with eldest child.  

Please return these to Sandra as soon as possible.  
 

INDOOR BOWLS 
St Patricks Indoor Bowling club would like to invite 

staff/students/parents/caregivers along to a fun evening, trying out bowls and 

learning the ropes, this will be in the St Mary’s Hall on Wednesday 16th April from 

7pm – if you are going to attend can you please let Sandra know by 4th April so 

she can let the club know how many extras to expect.   

 

MINI BALL 
Thank you to everyone who was involved in the Mini Ball taster funsie 

competition.  It was great to see them coming back each week, and seeing 

them still having fun was what I loved to see the most.  All the kids improved 

in the short period of time, it was amazing.  Thank you to all your coaches 

that came along each week and supported our young babies on the court.  

It was scary for some of the children, and to see the ones who went from 

week one, not wanting to take to the court, to the last night getting goals – that was a proud 

moment for everyone I think. 

I’d like to give a massive shout out to all those that gave up their time to 

help us make it happen Whaea Tere, Hendrix, Ada, Whaea Opal, Matua 

Kyle, Millie, Sophia-Rose, Ryder and Harper.  Without these wonderful 

people we would not have been able to have mini ball on a Tuesday.  If 

you see them around the Rippa fields, netball courts etc, give them a high 

five and say thank you, because they will no doubt be there helping as 

well. 

Thank you to ASB Matamata for being a sponsor and donating drink bottles 

for each of our players. 

All going well we will try and get this going for next year.  If you know anyone 

keen to help out, send them our way.  The more the merrier. 

Nga mihi and thank you all.   Kirby Van Der Heyden 



 

RIPPA RUGBY 

Thursday 20th March is the first of 2 for our “Give it a go Rippa”.  First round taps off at 4pm so 

please ensure your teams arrive at least 10 minutes early to have your team ready with belts and 

tags on. 

A few things : 

 Please read the draw carefully as some teams will have 2 games.  Unfortunately, we are 

unable to give everyone 2 games as we have many teams interested in playing and don’t 

quite have the field space. 

 6 players on the field at any time, please try to have at least 2 girls on the field at all times.  We 

understand that some schools may struggle, but if you have girls, please play them. 

 Duration of games:  x2 12 minute halves with a 2 minute half time.  Change straight over for the 

next round. 

 You will see that the draw is colour coded for each grade.  Please ensure you read the correct 

grade for your teams and the correct fields. 

 Toilets – these are downstairs beneath the clubrooms.  Please ensure that we respect the 

grounds and facilities that we are using and take any rubbish home with you please. 

 Ensure that the tags and belts REMAIN at the field after each game and are ready and tidy for 

the next team. 

 Coaches are to referee their own team’s games please.  One from each team please.  

Whistles are in the buckets, ensure these remain with the buckets. 

 We have tried our best to keep the grounds as tidy as possible but please be aware that there 

still may be some dog poo, glass etc around.  Please be mindful.   

 Arrive 10 minutes before your game ready to take the field. 

 Have fun, be kind and support each other.  It’s all about having fun and giving it a go. 

 Please be mindful of children and the driveway.  Children will need to cross for fields, please 

drive slowly and keep an eye out at all times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SOCCER 

 
Soccer will be starting in Term 2 – the season dates are from May 3rd to June 14th.  There will be no 

soccer on King’s Birthday weekend (May 31st) and Matariki weekend (June 21st).  All games will be 

played at Glenshea Park.   

 

Age groups are: 

 First Kicks – Years 1 & 2 

 Juniors – Years 3 & 4 

 Seniors – Years 5 & 6 

 Intermediate – Years 7 & 8 

 

The cost for registration is $10 per student. 

 

Equipment requirements are: 

 Football boots – players must wear appropriate football boots 

 Shin guards – shin guards are mandatory for all players 

 School sports uniform  

 Goalkeeper gloves – if applicable 

 

Team sizes are: 

 First Kicks – small sided games 3-5 players per side 

 Juniors – 5 players per side 

 Seniors – 7 players per side 

 Intermediate – 9 players per side 

 

A notice has gone home for you to give your child/ren permission to play.  These need to be returned 

to school by Friday 4th April so that we can get our teams registered in time for the season. 

 

PIZZA FUNDRAISER 

 

Thank you to Bernie Farrell who has offered to run a “Pizza Fundraiser” next week.  Notices have 

gone home today – please check your child’s bag. 

  



 

 

 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 

 

Dear Parents / Caregivers 

 

We are looking forward to witnessing our young people confirm their faith, through the three 

Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and Eucharist.   

 

This year, the celebration will be held on Sunday 18th May 2025.   

 

Children who are eligible to receive these Sacraments this year (Baptised students Year 4 and 

above) will need to fill in an enrolment form (these can be obtained from the school office) and 

return to stpatricksputaruru@gmail.com or to the school office. 

 

 

 

Sessions 

 

 

Date 

 

Time 

 

Venue 

 

Session 5 

(Confirmation) 

 

 

Monday 

24th March 

 

3:15 – 4:30pm 

 

Room 4 

 

Session 6 

(Eucharist) 

 

 

Monday 

31st March 

 

3:15 – 4:30pm 

 

Room 4 

 

Session 7 

(Confirmation) 

 

 

Sunday  

6th April 

 

10:45 – 12 noon 

 

School Staffroom 

 

 

Please note that the parent meetings highlighted in yellow are an opportunity for you to be 

informed about the programme and learn how to support and prepare your child to receive the 

Sacraments. 

 

At least 1 parent must attend these sessions.   

 

If you have any concerns or queries, please feel free to email: 

 

Jonathan Parkinson   jonathan@stmarysput.school.nz 

 

Angelina Rogers   angelinaz@hotmail.com 

 

Bernie Farrell    jandbfarrell@gmail.com 

 

Kind regards 

God Bless 

 

 

Jonathan, Angelina and Bernie (on behalf of the Parish Sacramental Team) 

 

mailto:stpatricksputaruru@gmail.com
mailto:jonathan@stmarysput.school.nz
mailto:angelinaz@hotmail.com
mailto:jandbfarrell@gmail.com

