
Values Cup
Recipient Mind Mingle Quiz

Our Mind Mingle quiz teams had an exciting afternoon of competition at Waihopai School last week. This
was the first time St John’s has competed in the competition. We will definitely be back next year! 

Many of our girls received spot prizes. It was a successful afternoon, which was enjoyed by all the girls
involved. 

Whakatauki - Māori
Proverb

 Tūwhitia te hopo,
mairangatia te angitū!
Cast out fear, elevate success!

Talofa lava, Mālō le
soifua

Greetings from the
Principal

NEWSLETTER
St John's Girls' School 31 October 2025

It has been another busy fortnight at our kura. Like many in our community, we are all looking forward to
more sunshine, warmer days, and hopefully less wind!

Our thoughts have been with the many members of our school community who were impacted by the
severe high wind event last week. Some of the stories shared with me by our rural girls about the impact
on their farms and properties were truly gut-wrenching.

We hope that everyone is starting to recover and settle back into normalcy. Bring on summer!

Staff Only Day
Thank you for your support of our Staff Only Day last week. We spent the day working as a team to digest
and implement the updated maths curriculum changes that were recently announced. The opportunity to
come together on-site and focus on this important mahi was incredibly valuable for our whole staff.

Ultimately, this essential work in professional development will ensure we are delivering the best possible
education, directly benefiting all of our girls in their mathematical learning journey.

Georgia Mead
Room 4

The Learner First
Next week, we are continuing our important work developing our maths curriculum alongside our cluster
schools: Windsor North, Salford, and Waikawa.

We are proud to be hosting teachers from these schools for a dedicated workshop session, which will be
expertly facilitated by The Learner First.

A key component of this day will be observing model lessons taught in our own classrooms. This is a
wonderful, practical way for all of us to see the curriculum in action and support high-quality, relevant
teacher professional development across our cluster group.

Rotary Youth Merit Award
We are incredibly proud of Mia Padgett, who was recognised as
the Rotary Youth Merit Award recipient for our kura at the Rotary
award dinner last week.

Mia consistently demonstrates kindness, responsibility, integrity,
leadership, and service. She is involved in many extracurricular
activities and is a true role model to her peers.

From her consistent dedication to leading waiata with her guitar
to her mature and responsible approach to every task, Mia is a
leader by example. She uplifts others, offers quiet support, and
acts with integrity in all she does. Congratulations Mia!



Greats and Grands
There is a buzz of excitement in the junior syndicate as they prepare for Greats & Grands, which is taking place
on Thursday, 20 November. This is such a special tradition in our school and is something our whānau look
forward to every year. Information regading the day was sent home with your child this week. 

Community Consultation - Strategic Direction
Over the past two weeks, I have enjoyed meeting with our girls across all year levels to discuss the strategic direction
of our school.

Their insights have been incredible! Through our conversations, I have learned what they love about our school, what
they believe is essential for their education, and the exciting ideas they have for the future. The common themes
emerging from both our junior and senior classes have been heartwarming, and their maturity and understanding
throughout these discussions truly blew me away.

Now, we need your perspective.

We will be launching a community consultation survey within the next fortnight. This is your opportunity to share your
view and help shape the future mahi we do at St John's.

Please make time to share your thoughts. Your voice is an incredibly important part of shaping our school’s strategic
direction for the years to come.

Te Pōhā Mātauraka o Murihiku
I am excited to announce that St John’s Girls’ School will be participating in Te Pōhā Mātauraka o Murihiku for
the next three years. This collaborative initiative is a landmark educational partnership driven by the Waihōpai,
Awarua, and Ōraka Aparima Rūnaka. It serves as a vital contact point for schools in the region to actively
support, promote, and preserve mātauraka Māori [Māori knowledge] within Murihiku.

We are proud to join over 20 other Southland schools in this commitment. This journey will allow us to
thoughtfully and meaningfully build this precious knowledge into our curriculum, enriching the learning
experience for every girl at St John's.

We look forward to sharing our progress and the new learning opportunities this partnership will bring. 

https://www.tepoha.nz/

Give it a Go!
Our staff meetings have kicked off recently with a little friendly, and fiercely competitive, maths. We have been
playing games that sharpen our logic, reasoning, and understanding of mathematical concepts.

We want to share this fun, effective learning with you.

Each week, we will feature one of these adaptable maths games in the newsletter. These are designed to be
easily modified for every year level. Check out the tips and tricks included with each game.

Get ready to play! We are challenging all parents to take on their daughters. Can you win?

Have a safe and relaxing weekend. 

Ngā manaakitanga

Holly Bradshaw

Tumuaki  |  Principal

https://www.tepoha.nz/


Materials: 2 dice, pen and paper

Maths Concepts: Addition

Aim: Get the highest total after 10 rolls

1. Players take turns to roll 2 dice

2. On each turn they write the sum of the
dice in their column, e.g. roll a 5 and 3 = 8

3. If a player rolls a total of 7 they cross
out all of their previous scores

4. The winner is the person with the highest
total after 10 rolls

Maths Games
Give it a Go!

Maths Games
Give it a Go!

Knock Out
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Encourage cumulative totals [can you keep the total in your head as 
you play?]

Change dice values [e.g. multiples of 2, 5, 10]

Multiply the values instead of add

Change number of dice

Decimal numbers [0.1, 0.2 etc.]



CALENDAR OFCALENDAR OF
EVENTSEVENTS

Christian Education Speeches
Sausage Sizzle and Chill
Guest Speaker re Christmas in Sweden -  
Rooms 1-3 [1.40pm]
Cultural Day [morning]
BoP Meeting [5.30pm]
Dance Sharing [afternoon]
Last day of Dance
Dangerous Decibels Presentations
Junior Southland Adventure Race
Greats and Grands
Familiarisation Day [9.00-12pm]
Disco [5.30-7.00pm]
Singing at Rowena Jackson [Rms 1-3]
Choir Concert [2.00pm] First Church

NOVEMBER
7

11

12

14

18/19
19
20
25
28

30

Tabloids
Father/Daughter Netball
Christmas Concert 1.30pm
BoT Meeting [5.30pm]
Prizegiving / Christmas Service Rehearsal 
Christmas Service [6.00pm First Church]
Last Day for Students
Prizegiving [1.30pm First Church]
Leavers’ Function [3.15pm School Hall]
Reports Out

DECEMBER
5
10
11

15

16

Staff Only Day
First day of school for students
Waitangi Day [school closed]
School Photos
Yr 7 Camp Stewart Island
Yrs 5/6 Camp Columba
Yr 8 Deep Cove Camp
Last day of Term 1
Staff Only Day [Learner First PD]
First day of term 2 for students
Last day of school for students

2 February
3 February
6 February
19 February
24-27 February
9-11 March
24-27 March
2 April
20 April
21 April
15 December

https://www.myschool.co.nz/stjohnsgirls
https://www.myschool.co.nz/stjohnsgirls
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ROOM 1 Gussie Affleck, Jasmine McEwan

ROOM 7 Emily Laughton, Morrigan Parsons

ROOM 3 Amelia Maxwell, Lilly Stalker

ROOM 4 Lara Preininger, Phoebe Hodson

ROOM 6 Courtney Mackie, Lauren Baird

ROOM 2 Elliece Goodwright, Evie Bradshaw

ROOM 8 Maisie Korteweg, Mia Reilly

VALUES
CUP Georgia MeadRm 4

WEEKLY AWARDSWEEKLY AWARDS
CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS

PRINCIPAL’S
AWARD

Mackenna North
Kyla Howden

Rm 1
Rm 2



Mrs Rachael Devlin is a reliever in our school.  Her favourite meal is Lamb Rogan Josh,
which she tells us is an Indian curry.  Her favourite colour is blue like the ocean, also the
St John's colour!  Mrs Devlin's favourite holiday spots are New Zealand and Australia,
visiting friends and family. She enjoys tramping and pilates as hobbies in her spare time.
She was amused to tell us her favourite song is ‘Élderly Woman Behind The Counter’ by
Pear Jam.

Mary Kelly was the past teacher of Room 2 but now teaches part time. We did manage to find her and ask
her a few questions. Firstly we asked her what her favourite meal was and she told us crayfish because she
loves it!  Her favourite colour is yellow which was very unusual because most teachers favourite colours
were either blue or green!  Mrs Kelly loves doing exercise because two of her favourite hobbies involve
this. Kayaking and walking.  She also loves reading.  Her favourite singer is Bruce Springsteen. She also
loves a song that we sing in whole school singing which involves sign language called ‘I Wish’.

Mrs Noeleen Wilson takes our After School Care programme. Some things she enjoys
doing when she isn't taking care of our girls are sewing, gardening and cooking - which
she tells us is not boring at all.  Her favourite singer is Bruce Springsteen, who we have
recently discovered is popular among our staff.  Mrs Wilson's favourite meal is a delicious
steak, and her favourite place to go on holiday is Arrowtown.  When we asked her what
her favourite colour is, she said blue and purple - to stand out from the crowd!  

Mrs Trish Chapman, a reliever in our school, loves to do yoga because it has a lovely
ambience.  She loves the colour blue because it suits her.  She told us that she couldn't
remember her old favourite colour but that colour used to suit her more.  She loves to
camp in Alexandra because she doesn't have to do any housework.  She can spend all of
her time swimming, chatting and reading books.  Mrs Chapman does not have any specific
favourite songs, she just likes anything relaxing.  Pasta and cherry tomatoes is her
favourite meal to have at dinner time.

Mrs Vaughan's favourite colour is soft pink because it's a happy colour. She loves eating a juicy, flavourful
roast because she loves the yummy taste of it, and she especially loves to eat it in the wintertime. She loves
listening to Christmas songs, and Do They Know Christmas by Band Aid, as well   as  loves Dixie Trix. Her
favourite place to go on holiday is Noosa in Australia, and she loves camping at Monkey Island. Her
favourite hobby is gardening in her veggie garden, she loves growing her own fresh vegetables, and she
also enjoys hanging out on the beach when it's sunny and warm.  Mrs Vaughan  teaches Christian Education
for all of the years at our school stepping in for Mrs King. Sadly, she will be leaving at the end of this year
but she has been a wonderful  teacher.

The Year 8 and Year 7 Kaiarahi have been writing their fortnightly newsletters
on teacher spotlights. We are coming to the end of our long list of staff. We

hope you enjoyed finding out a bit more about every staff member!

Zoe, Mia P, Drew, Nevaeh, Bailey, Evie, Briar N & Greer P
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 1
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ChristmasChristmas
Last Tuesday, Mackenna's Mum, Alisha came to talk about Christmas.
She is an expert because she owns and runs the Christmas Magic
Shop.   She told us about the history behind tinsel and Gonks.

In Swedish folklore, Christmas 'gonks’ are known as tomte [or nisse
in Norway and Denmark], a mythical creature that acts as the
guardian of a home or farmstead. While they are associated with
goodwill and protection, their mood depends entirely on how they
are treated. They keep watch for naughty children!

Room 1 have also been sharing their own family Christmas traditions. We had a few in
common, such as Christmas PJs, going to see the Christmas lights, leaving food out for Santa
and the reindeers.

This has been a lovely start to our Inquiry about Christmas Around the World.

Christmas TraditionsChristmas Traditions

Letter of the Week "N”Letter of the Week "N”



Letter of
the 

Week "N”

Letter of
the 

Week "N”

Our letter this
week is "N” and
we have a poem
about a Night
Owl. We have
used chalks to
make an owl and
made a night sky
for them to sit in.



Room
 2

Room
 2

The days may not be warming up
outside as you'd expect for this
time of year, but Spring has
sprung in Room 2!  We started
the term with observational
drawings of flowers in our school
garden. We used sketching to
outline our flowers onto black
paper. The next step was to use
PVA to create the outlines and
finally chalk pastels to colour and
blend our creations.

Spring ArtSpring Art



Mrs Dawkins has
taught us a beautiful
poem called
Daffodowndilly
written by A A
Milne. 

Ask your daughter to
recite this for you.

She wore her yellow sun-bonnet,
She wore her greenest gown;
She turned to the south wind
And curtsied up and down.
She turned to the sunlight
And shook her yellow head.
And whispered to her neighbour:
"Winter is dead.”

Daffodowndilly

by A A Milne

We made a collage using inspiration from Kadinsky.  We used water colours for
our background and symmetry in our vase patterns.  We used bold black lines to
highlight our subject.



'It sounded like a lion roaring on my roof..’

In our writing we have been focusing on using the skills we learn in iDeal in our daily writing.
Our writing has been improving as we include descriptive language and our own thoughts
and feelings.  Here are some extracts from our storm writing........

Descriptive WritingDescriptive Writing

Shortly we will turn our learning toward the advent season and find out about
Christmas traditions from around the world.  This will be a fun learning time.

What's Next?What's Next?

'The wind started to whistle, it got stronger and stronger...’

Charlotte Dore wrote...

Mackenzie Smithies wrote..

'It was just a normal day when the power went off and the
windows started to shatter...’

Elliece Goodwright wrote..

'I heard howling and I leapt under the table...’

Amaia van Westrenen wrote..

'It was windy and rainy and window cracking weather...’

'Navy Sloane wrote..



Room
 3

Room
 3

Week 4!!!!Week 4!!!!
Wow, we have only just finished Week
4, but we have managed to achieve so
much already!  We have been working
hard to finish off our learning around
'Pirates'.  The girls designed a picture of
a pirate and  wrote about them.

Pirate Eillie - by Millie DobbiePirate Eillie - by Millie Dobbie

Meet captain Eillie, Eillie the pirate!

Excited Eillie has beautiful blonde blush hair. She
thinks she's a pop star but she's actually a pirate!
She ties her blond hair up with two red ribbons
because she likes her hair in pigtails. Then her
hair swishes to the sound of the waves crashing
onto the boat.

Her nose is as small as a mouse. She has a
cheeky smile because she's up to no good and
she loves to say jokes because she thinks she's
the Queen.

Her eyes are as blue as the beautiful blue ocean.
Her peg leg taps like tap shoes and she stomps
as loud as an elephant around the ship. Her arms
swing like an octopus when she tries to dance.
Eillie runs around the ship like the fastest animal
in the world and she twirls like a little girl in a
pink tutu. When she is dancing she sometimes
wakes the captain up and then she has to walk
the plank!

Excited Eillie has a great heart because she cares.
She has a guitar with her so she could put you
to sleep with her beautiful playing. When the
captain lets her on the beach when the ship is
not at sea, she loves to sunbathe in the burning
beautiful yellow uns like a lion ROAR!!!



Everyone wrote about their Production highlight.

The girls made these
treasure maps during
maths, learning about

coordinates.



We finished our narrative writing

We wrote holiday diamante poems

by Lillyby Penny



We made some lovely blossom trees

by Lillyby Maeve

Come into Room 3 and
have a look some time,
there is plenty to see!!!
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