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Greetings from the
Principal

 

Tena koutou, Malo, Helo

 
 Today marks a time of reflection and contemplation. It is the end of

our first term for 2023, a quarter of our learning time completed for
the year. This reflection is for ourselves as staff, the Boards and most
importantly, our girls. 

It has been a wonderful term. A busy term. We’ve achieved many
things and we are proud of the growth in our girls; not only in their
academic achievements but also in their sense of self. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank our dedicated and
talented staff. These people are 100% committed to our school and
the work that they do, all of which contributes to the development of
your girls, and maintaining and building upon the special character
of St John’s. Education, as many of you know, is becoming
increasingly challenging and the expectations upon schools are
forever growing. We are incredibly fortunate to have such a giving
staff.

Tuesday’s Easter Service was a special occasion. The school
community came together to witness our girls retelling the story of
Christ’s death and resurrection through song and prayer. A great deal
of work goes into learning and refining such a service and I would like
to thank you on behalf of the school for your kind words and
acknowledgment regarding this. Positive feedback means a great
deal to us all, whether we be young or old.

Farewell
Today we farewelled Megan Packham in assembly. Mrs Packham
started at St John’s in 2016, job sharing in the Year 8 classroom while
I was on leave. Since then she has covered leadership release and job
shared in the junior school with Mrs Kelly. We have been fortunate to
have enjoyed, and benefited from, Mrs Packham’s charisma, passion
and talent for art, and genuine kindness. She leaves us to take up a
position at Otarara School beginning next term. We will miss her.

GRIP Leadership Course
The Year 8 girls along with the Year 7 Kaiarahi enjoyed a day of
powerful messages on Monday at the GRIP Leadership Course in
Gore. The girls came away with many inspiring thoughts, and have
found themselves already approaching their leadership roles from
varied viewpoints.

Invoices
A reminder to have your invoices paid promptly please. We send
reminder invoices regularly as we appreciate that everyone is busy. 

Mathematical Mindsets Approach
For the past two years we have been teaching our mathematics
programmes following the philosophy of Jo Boaler, of Standford
University. This way of teaching is being fostered throughout many
primary schools across Southland, and the country. We are fortunate
to work alongside Mrs Averil Lee from the University of Otago who
leads numeracy professional development for schools across
Southland. As a result of our work in Mathematical Mindsets, our
work at St John’s is of interest to other schools. We have had
teachers visit St John’s to watch our programmes being delivered.
We were asked to submit a report for publication on why we made
the change, and the impacts this has had upon our girls’ self-belief as
mathematicians. Recently our findings have been sought to support
work around the benefits of removing ability groups. This is exciting.
We are growing as a school and our work is being promoted to other
schools as quality practice.

Aerobics Festival
What a joyous occasion this was! There was an energy in the hall last
Wednesday afternoon as our girls showcased what they have learnt
over the course of the term in dance. It was really encouraging to see
everyone pushing to do their best, and deliver for their peers around
them. The physical development, coordination and musicality that
comes from being  involved  in a  genre of  dance  is fantastic and all
of the  girls  benefit  from  this.  The standard of the festival was high.
Ka pai to Miss Gina and the girls! 



We would be grateful if could let Mrs Roberts in the Office, and your

daughter's teacher know if you are going to be her out during the school day

for an appointment or if she is leaving early.  This helps us get her ready for

you for a quick pick-up and also ensures we know where she is.

Deep Cove Camp
I was fortunate in being able to attend the Deep Cove camp with
Room 5, Miss McSoriley and Mrs Stewart. What a wonderful week we
had. It was filled with sunshine, teamwork, fishing, insect repellent,
bruises and personal growth! Thank you to the incredible parents
who worked tirelessly to make it a camp to remember. 

Kids' Lit Quiz
Mahi pai (great work) to Esme Middlebrook, Zoe McMillan, Willow
Harper and Alyssa Hamilton who competed admirably at the Kids’ Lit
Quiz in Gore on the 22nd of March. The girls were in their element
immersed in quizzes about their passion; books! 

Whakatauki - Māori Proverb
 

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari kē he toa takitini
My success should not be bestowed onto me alone, it was not

individual success but the success of a collective
 

First Day of Term Two
A reminder that the first day of Term Two is Wednesday 26 April,
following on from a Staff Only Day and then ANZAC Day. 

God bless

Nathan Hughes
Tumuaki - Principal
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Coming Events

Congratulations to the following girls who have received awards recently

Awards
 

Room 1 Heidi Lawson, Mackenzie Smithies

Room 2 Penny Sloan, Nina Russell, Lara Preininger,
Eleanor Anstice-Shirley

Room 3 Aaliyah Solly, Leah Hamilton, Elise Davison,
Aoife Gordon, Scarlett Anderson

Room 4 Rosie Laughton, Greer Valli, Morrigan
Parsons

Room 5 Sophie Baron, Lucy Middlemass,
Jhordaya Shaw, Chloe Taylor,
Isabella McNamara, Christabel Billcliff

Room 6 Ingrid Fleming, Leah McEwan,
Star Welsh

Room 7 Abby Unahi, Gwynedd Ryder,
Kadi Cantley, Aida Chamberlain

Staff Only Day
ANZAC Day
Day one of term 2 for students
Rm 6 Camp - Dunedin 

24th 
25th
26th 
26th-28th

     

April continued 

TERM 2

Values 
Cup

Chloe Taylor
Lola Rutledge

Room 5
Room 2

Parents' Association Meeting [7.00 pm]
School Photos
Swimming Sports
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]
Attitude Presentation
School Cross Country
Playhouse Theatre Performance
BoP Meeting [5.30 pm]

2nd
3rd
18th

22nd
23rd
25th
31st

     

May

King's Birthday [School closed]
Mufti Day
Southland Cross Country
Speech Exams
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]
Reports out
Life Education Bus
Interviews [School to close at 2.00 pm]
Interviews [School to close at 3.00 pm]
Last day of term 
Stripes / Bonus Points Awarded

5th
16th

19th -23rd
22nd
23rd
27th-30th
28th
29th
30th

     

June

TERM 3

Day one of term 3
Matariki Breakfast

17th 
19th

July



FROM YOUR KAIARAHI 

K I R A N ,  G R E E R ,  A M E L I A ,  L I B B Y ,  N E I V E ,  B O N N I E ,  L I L L Y  &  H A N N A H

Grip Leadership

On the 3rd of April the year 8s and the year 7 Kaiarahi went

on a bus to Gore to attend the GRIP leadership conference

held at the Gore Town and Country Club.

At the conference there were a lot of schools and we got a

booklet to help us throughout the conference.  We got to

learn a lot about what a leader could do to be better, like

not always doing the big jobs, the little jobs matter too.

Our favourite part of the conference was the loud noise

because we got to be as loud as we could.  There was also

a dance off at the end - Hannah and Catlin competed.

Grip stands for..

G enerosity

Responsibility

Integrity

P eople

It's natural to
think of self

first but
leaders need
to shift their

thinking to
others first



Room 4 News

Room 4 have been learning about the history of Riverton and how it has
established.  We have created poems from the perspective of Māori arriving in
New Zealand and art showing the skies when new land was discovered.

NZ Histories & Inquiry





Room 5 
Student Articles











Room 6 News

We have also been learning about the early
settlers to New Zealand and the difficult
conditions they endured in their voyages to a
new life in NZ.  We have explored what it may
have felt like as a passenger and presented our
ideas in a diary format.  The family stories we
have shared have been enlightening and inspiring.  
Some wonderful writing has resulted from this. 
 We have researched our family heritage and
looked at family features in our backgrounds. 
 The girls will present their own family
information to the class.

Mrs Devlin and Mrs Dawkins have thoroughly enjoyed working with Room 6
during Ms Gill's absence.  We wish her all the best in her recovery.

The girls have been working hard on their
Inquiry for the Dunedin camp at the
beginning of Term 2.  We have been learning
some fascinating information about sea life,
including the majestic albatross.  Did you
know they can live for over 40 years?  The
class have many exciting adventures in store
such as a visit to Larnachs Castle and the
Butterfly museum.

Camp Prep



As our congested boat chugged away from the mainland, the dirty smell of coal filled the
air. The crashing waves washed out the wailing sounds of young ones crying into their
mothers laps.  But, nevertheless I was glad I had made it out of Scotland.  I walked out
onto the front of the deck.  Feeling the cold metal under my hand and looking out onto
the see made me feel calm and happy.

Except it didn't last long... Adults and children started rushing over to the end of the boat. 
 As buckets full of vomit poured into the ocean, I couldn't help but feel nauseous.  I
walked back upstairs and sat on my hard wooden bed.  Nibbling on the sweet bitter taste
of the oat biscuit left a stale aftertaste in my mouth.  As I lay down in bed I thought about
how great New Zealand would be, starting a new life and maybe even my own family.

I then got up and went outside.  I walked down a short corridor, but all the bustling
people made it feel like an eternity before I got out.  I kept walking until I smelt the
worst stench ever!  I turned the corner and there, a dozen black and white cows lined the
wall.  They were all eating grains and oats out of old cracked buckets.  I went up to one
and stroked its cold, wet fur.  It gave me some sense of peace and as I walked back into
my room I sat on the bed and closed my eyes.  Tomorrow was going to be a great day.

                                                                     Kiran Gilmete

Diary Entry - February 4th 1854



In Room 7 we have a goal mountain. Our
goals for this term are in our laminated
backpacks. We worked towards our goal
by climbing up to the top of the mountain.
We move our ‘mini’ selves as we progress
towards our goals. The most common goal
in class is to pass our number knowledge
cards consistently.  It would be a big
achievement if we could all get to the top 
of the mountain by the end of Term 2!

Goal Mountain

We are doing a class collaborative art
piece. Everyone has their own piece of the
art to do, and once we put these together,
the whole picture will appear. This will look
wonderful on our classroom wall. This art
is to remind us that to ‘rise up’ we must
work together to achieve success. This art
will represent that we can work together
as a team. Keep an eye out for our finished
piece of art in upcoming newsletters. 

Collaborative Art



Obviously it's been a busy term.  
Enjoy your well earned holidays everyone!

Art
Here is some of our artwork portraying swimming in a pool with a
floating ring.  The aim was to create the movement and colours of water.



Room 7 News

This term we have been exploring fractions,
particularly estimating fractions in a variety of
ways. We have been working on justifying our
explanations to others. We started this big idea
by making ‘snowflakes’ and developing
strategies for estimating the portion of paper
we cut away. We need moved onto creating
fraction estimation questions using
photographs of different collections. We then
worked in partnerships to investigate our
questions and challenge the thinking of others.

Estimating with Fractions



We have been participating in reciprocal
reading over the past few weeks. We
work in groups, choosing what we want to
read based on what interests us the most.
It is a great way to practise reading skills
with our peers, and have control  over our
learning.   Each person in the group has a
different  role.  We have Mrs Lang and  
 Mrs Bradshaw to help, but we are in
control of our reading sessions. 

Reciprocal Reading



Booksnaps
Over the last term, we have been introduced to booksnaps. They are a way to show
what we learn from books in a whole new way! We have to include at least three parts
of the text and write connections depending on the text.   Another reason to do
booksnaps is to show our personal connection to the text. We love creating booksnaps
for homework and commenting on each others work on our shared slide deck.



For Inquiry this term, we have been exploring the history of Riverton/Aparima. We were
lucky enough to go on a trip to the last New Zealand working flax mill and Te Hikoi
Museum. We collected information and now we are working on paragraphs to put on
our classroom wall. We are going to make a big paua shell and flax art piece to display
our writing on our classroom wall. 

Inquiry
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