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Glossary

Tu Māia Hui - Whole school assembly
celebrating our school values
Arohia Ake Hui - Whole school end of term
assembly
E Tu Tauira  - Senior Student transition
support group
Whakatau - Traditional Welcome to School
through a Te Ao Tikanga Māori lense

“Tū Maia” - Stand true, stand in your belief, be true to you. 

April

2nd Apr:   Arohia Ake Hui
                    Last Day of Term 1      
3rd Apr:    Good Friday (No school)
21st Apr:   Whakatau - 2pm in hall
                     Board Meeting 7pm
23rd Apr:  Tech, Rooms 11 & 15
24th Apr:  Tech, Rooms 10,12 & 14
27th Apr:   ANZAC DAY - (No School)
28th Apr:  Fono 5:30pm
30th Apr:  Tech, Rooms 11 & 15
                     Whanau Hui 5:30pm

May June

1st May:    Tech, Rooms 10,12 & 14 
5th May:    PATHS Meeting 6pm
7th May:    Ripper Y5/6
                    Tech, Rooms 11 & 15
8th May:   Tech, Rooms 10,12 & 14
14th May: Tech, Rooms 11 & 15
15th May: Tech, Rooms 10,12 & 14
19th May: NW Football Y7/8 TBC
                     Board Meeting 7pm
21st May:  NW Football Y7/8 TBC Save Day
26th May: NW Basketball Y7/8
                     Learning Conferences
 

1st Jun:    Kings Birthday - No school
2nd Jun:  Learning Conferences
                    PATHS meeting 6pm
9th Jun:   AIMS Football Boys
11th Jun: NW Football Y7/8 TBC
12th Jun: Jumping June
15th - 19th Jun:  Book week
16th Jun: NW Football Y7/8 TBC Save Day
                    Board Meeting 7pm
17th Jun:  Ripper Y7/8
 

July

3rd Jul:  Arohia Ake Hui
                 Last Day of Term 2

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=aGVsZW5zdmlsbGUuc2Nob29sLm56XzJoYTdtbTlpY2V2Z3EzM3AzamI4bDg3ZnRjQGdyb3VwLmNhbGVuZGFyLmdvb2dsZS5jb20
https://www.helensville.school.nz/calendar


PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Kia ora koutou katoa,

As we approach the final days of Term 1, it is a great opportunity to reflect on what an incredible start to the year it has been,
summed up beautifully by the following whakataukī:

“Mā te pāhekoheko o te hapori, ka puāwai te akonga.” 
Through the collaboration of the community, the learner will flourish

School Gala

What a day! Last Saturday’s School Gala was a shining example of our school spirit in action. I want to extend a massive
"thank you" to our incredible PTA team, PATHS. The hours of planning, organizing, and heavy lifting they put in behind the
scenes are what made the day such a resounding success.

We are also deeply grateful to our generous sponsors who donated such fantastic prizes; your support directly benefits our
tamariki and their learning environment. A special shout-out must also go to our dedicated kaimahi (staff) and student
leaders. Giving up a Saturday is no small feat, and seeing you all there running stalls and supporting the event speaks
volumes about your commitment to our school.

Lastly, to everyone who came along, thank you for your smiles, your support, and for making it a day to remember. It was
wonderful to see our community together again.

Learning and Achievement in the Classroom

While the Gala was a highlight, the real magic happens every day in our classrooms. Throughout this term, I have been so
impressed by the hard work and focus shown by our students. From diving into new literacy and numeracy challenges to
exploring creative arts, the progress is evident.

Our teachers have worked tirelessly to create engaging environments, and the tamariki have responded with curiosity and
resilience. You should all be very proud of the mahi that has taken place since February.

Attendance and Reporting Updates

I am thrilled to share that our attendance rates are currently tracking higher than they were at this time last year! We know
that every day counts when it comes to learning and social connection. While we won’t receive the official Ministry report for
Term 1 until the start of next term, the early data is very encouraging. Thank you for your efforts in getting your children to
school ready to learn.

As I briefly mentioned in the last newsletter, we want to give you a "heads-up" regarding our mid-year reports. This year, we
are moving to a new reporting template through e-Tap, our Student Management System.

These changes come in response to Ministry of Education mandates designed to provide more clarity on student progress
and achievement. The most significant change is the move to 5-level progress descriptors. These are designed to show a
more nuanced picture of where your child is at and where they are headed next.

For a deeper dive into what these levels mean, please visit our school website and check out the links under Our School /
Reporting to Parents 2026.

Staffing Update

We are very pleased to announce that Deanne Hattaway has been appointed the classroom teacher for Room 4, working in
the junior school, starting next term till the end of the year. We warmly welcome her back to the team and look forward to
working with her again this year.

Also, in case you were not aware, one of our teaching staff, Bronwyn Conlogue (Classroom Teacher for Room 10, and Maths
Lead Teacher), won a Teacher Study Award for next term and will be doing extensive research into Mathematics teaching. We
wish Bronwyn all the very best with her studies and will be excited to see her bring back this knowledge to support the
school. Having said this, we will be welcoming back Elda Van Wyk, who will be covering her class for Term 2 (first 10 weeks). 



Looking Ahead

As we head into the Easter break and the term holidays, I wish you all a safe, relaxing, and joyful time with your whānau. Whether you
are heading away or enjoying a "staycation," I hope you find time to recharge. We look forward to seeing everyone back, refreshed
and ready for Term 2.

Kind regards,

Richard Bennett
Principal

Helensville Primary School
School Values

It is with a great deal of pride and excitement that the school shares a significant milestone in our journey. Over the past few years,
we have been working quietly behind the scenes to ensure that the "heart" of our school, our core values, truly reflects who we are
today and where we want to go tomorrow.

This hasn't been an overnight shift; it has been a journey many years in the making. Led by our dedicated Tū Maia Team (formerly
known as our PB4L team - Positive Behaviour For Learning), this process has involved deep reflection on what makes our school
community unique.

I want to be clear, we haven’t "thrown out" our previous values. Instead, they have evolved. Think of it as a tree growing; the roots
remain the same, but the branches have reached out in new directions.

This evolution was sparked directly by you. In 2023, we asked for your "voice" regarding our 2024–2025 Strategic Plan. We looked at
the feedback from parents, whānau, students, and staff, and the themes were incredibly consistent. You told us what mattered most,
and those common threads have now been woven into our three evolved school values.

Our Evolved Values

These three pillars will now guide how we teach, how we play, and how we grow together:

Celebrating Success: Tū Maia Hui

You will see these values in action immediately. They are now the foundation of our Tū Maia Whole School Hui, held every second
Monday.

From now on, the certificates awarded during these assemblies will explicitly celebrate students who have demonstrated
Kotahitanga, Whanaungatanga, or Manaakitanga in the classroom, out on the playground, and within the community. It’s a wonderful
way for us to acknowledge what our students bring to school every day.

Thank you for being part of this journey and for providing the feedback that helped us reach this point. We are excited to see these
values breathe new life into our school culture. We will update our school website and signage to reflect these changes.













A huge thank you to our Advertisers,
Sponsors and Donators.

Helensville

Helensville School Concerns and Complaints

If ever you have any concerns or complaints regarding the school please refer to our school’s concerns and
complaints policy and procedures. A link to this can be found on our school website under - Our School / School
Governance Documents. As a school, we encourage open and honest communication to ensure all concerns and
complaints are resolved in the best interest of all parties involved.
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