
THANKS FOR YOUR FLEXIBILITY
WITH OUR EARLY MORNING

TRIP TO DEVON DAIRIES!

3/6 Iceskating in Alexandra

4/6 Cross Country at Poolburn

23/5 Farm Visit

Kia ora whānau,
Another great fortnight here at school! The tamariki have shown great knowledge
and enthusiasm for their ‘Thank a Farmer’ unit. Today we were fortunate enough to
visit Devon Dairies to see the cows in action - special thanks to Erynne, and BT for
letting us visit. 

Thanks so much for sending back the signed Consent Forms - we appreciate your
promptness with these. We’re getting closer to rolling out our new ‘SMS - Student
Management System’ called ‘Hero’. 

You’ll see from our calendar we have two trips: Iceskating and Cross Country back
to back. Unfortunately the ice skating trip was booked last year and Cross Country
was only confirmed last term. The tamariki will sleep that week! We’re going to hire
a van to lighten the load for our whānau - keep an eye out on SkoolLoop for the
notices and permissions.

Reporting
At our most recent Board meeting, we discussed the changes being introduced by
the Ministry at a rapid pace. In particular the implications of the new English and
Mathematics curriculum changes and how we report student achievement to you,
our parent and whānau community.
We have made the decision that we will continue using the same reporting methods
and benchmarks as we did in 2024. This means that teachers will not be reporting
student achievement against the new English and Mathematics curricula in 2025. We
will old our normal Whānau Hui and you will also receive a Mid-Term report (same
reporting format as last year). 
There are several reasons for this decision:

We have not yet been provided with new assessment tools that align with the
new curriculum. Without these, it becomes even more difficult for teachers to
make sound, evidence-based judgements about student progress.

The new curriculum frameworks come with a significantly increased workload
for teachers. We are working extremely hard to understand the new content,
expectations, and benchmarks. In many areas, these have changed substantially
compared to the previous curriculum.

Most importantly, our teachers want to make accurate, robust, and fair
judgements about your child’s progress and achievement. They cannot do this
confidently while still learning and adjusting to new documents and systems.

With this in mind, we believe it makes the most practical and educational sense to
continue reporting against the current curriculum until the start of 2026.
We appreciate your support as we navigate this important transition, and we remain
committed to keeping you well-informed and involved in your child’s learning
journey.

Property Update
You may have spotted some patchwork cladding on our school. Unfortunately, when
we began the cladding repairs a fungicide was found - this isn’t toxic and is currently
sealed up. It will be treated during the school holiday period. Fortunately, this means
that after the treatment we will receive a full re-clad of the building! 

To read or review the policies and procedures for School at anytime, please visit
tarras.schooldocs.co.nz
Log In: tarras Password: shrek

Ngā mihi nui,
Alice

25/6 Whānau Learning Celebration
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 A note from the Principal: 

 Stay in touch :

 Upcoming events: 

principal@tarras.school.nz
office@tarras.school.nz

03 445 2817

Please download ‘Skool Loop’ for notices,
permissions and important information!

Friday 23rd May 2025

5/5 ‘Waste Free Wanda’ Show

22/5 Rippa Rugby Tournmanent

16 and 17/6 Aspiration Hui
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Dojo 
ChampionsDojo 
Champions

Tamariki earn dojo points across
the week. They earn these for

skills and dispositions e.g.
communicating ideas, helping,

being kind, using manners,
working in a team etc. At the end

of every fortnight, the highest
Junior and Senior point earner is
celebrated. This fortnight it is.... 
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Thank you 
Dianne Elliot 
Secretary – Iceinline Central (Inc) 
021 946 522 

Visiting Central Otago for the School Holidays? 

Ice Activity Programme - Learn Ice Skating Skills

Iceinline Central has organised an Ice Activity Programme in the July School Holidays 
teaching ice skating skills with a professional coach. This is open to school age children, and 
the programme is an expansion of skills currently being taught to schools in Central Otago. 

Dates: Ice skating: Tuesday 1st July and Thursday 3rd July 
Tuesday 8th July and Thursday 10th July 
Monday 30th June and Wednesday 2nd July 
Monday 7th July and Wednesday 9th July 

Hockey: 

Time of sessions: 10.30 - 11.30 am. 

For both figure skating and hockey activities, the wearing of helmets is compulsory and will 
be provided. For hockey, sticks will also be provided. Warm clothing is essential for both 
activities. 

Cost is inclusive - Rink Admission, skate/equipment hire and coaching, $25.00 per one hour 
session, prepaid. 
Registration forms at Iceinline Sports Complex, ph 448 8599. Registrations close 26th June 
2025. 


