TARRAS SCHOOL.

NEWSLETTER

Kia ora whanav,
Happy Term 2! We've had a super settled start to the term, kicking off our learning with
our inquiry ‘Thank a Farmer'. The tamariki have lots of knowledge to share and are busy
researching their wonderings and ideas.

Maths

This year as a staff, we are continuing our Mathematics Professional Development,
working with Rob Proffitt-white from ‘The Learner First'. We're enjoying his engaging,
insightful and systematic approach to the teaching of maths. The tamariki are also
responding well to the new routines and structures. Recently, we completed a
nationwide standardised assessment for Maths with pleasing results! Our tamariki are
capable, hardworking and motivated.

School App Update
Behind the scenes, we have been implementing a new SMS (Student Management
System) called ‘Hero'. In time, this will replace 'SkoolLoop’. We're aiming for the
beginning of Term 3 but we'll keep you posted.
Hero allows us to customise an online environment that enables teachers, students, and
parents to view and share content angtime, anywhere on any device. The software is
secure, easy to use and brings together all school-related information in one place.
Hero has an extensive amount of features that really help us as teachers and staff As
parents, you will be able to:

e Notify us if your child is absent or late
Book your Whanau hui
View school term dates
View our school calendar of events
Respond to school notices such as surveys and trip permission requests
And in time, have a ‘Student Feed' (like Facebook) that will have videos, images and
updates from the tamariki about what they are learning - it will be 'live’ reporting
for you.
Part of this implementation, requires some of our permission forms to be updated.
These have been sent home in an envelope today. We'd really appreciate
thelse back as soon as possible - we know it's a bit of ‘light reading’ to do but it's a one
off!

Attendance:
One of the things we are continuing to focus on in 2025 is student attendance. We love

having all the tamariki at school everyday, it makes learning easier as there is
consistency and flow and learning isn't missed. As you know from previous
communications, the Ministry of Education has set a target of 90% attendance for all.

If a student misses one day of school every two weeks, they miss more than a whole
year of school by 16 years of age.

As a parent or caregiver, you, alongside our school, play a key role in building strong
habits of regular scgool attendance. All students are legally required to attend school
every day and it is a shared responsibility to make sure students attend and engage in
learning from when they first start school.

You must let us know if your child is going to be absent via the App before
8:45am. Our data is shared with the Ministry at this time so angone without
attendance marked will appear as Truant. After 10 days, an attendance intervention is
required.

The Ministry of Education do not consider family holidays or taking time off for
extracurricular activities (not organised by school) as acceptable reasons for being
absent. As a school, we understand that sometimes this can't be avoided. Please email
through your requests to principal@tarras.school.nz. If you have any attendance
queries and issues, please contact us so we can work together.

To read or review the policies and procedures for School at anytime, please visit
tarras.schooldocs.co.nz
Log In: tarras Password: shrek

Nga mihi nui,
Alice

A note from the Principal: // 4 @

2025

Upcoming events:

@ 5/5 'Waste Free Wanda' Show

O 22/5 Rippa Rugby Tournmanent

Q 23/5 Farm Visit

O 3/6 Iceskating in Alexandra

O 4/6 Cross Country at Poolburn

O 25/6 Whanau Learning Celebration

O 24/6 and 26/6 Aspiration Hui

O

Stay in touch :

Please download 'Skool Loop’ for notices,
permissions and important information!

principal@tarras.school.nz
office@tarras.school.nz

L

/\

N
WE'D LOVE YOUR FEEDBACK ON
THE HEALTH CONSULTATION!
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Enrol now for

Term 2 t?‘

DRAMA =~
ADVENTURLS
AWAIT!

Drama

classes for

Do you love telling stories? 8 yrs+
Do you love creating
characters?
Creating togetherina
supportive environment.

] Introduction to Music,
Music Keyboard, Violin, Trumpet, Guitar,
Lessons Bass, Drums, Ukulele

aspiringyoungmusicians@gmail.com
aspiringyoungmusicians.nz



