G’_‘e‘raldine Primary

Whaia e f

e di {50}\ wrangl
'/

“\,‘;J
g

AT o e T e

NEWSLETTER/PANUI

Friday 18 July 2025
Term 3 Week 1

Contact information: Term Dates:

Stuart Wilcox — Principal  principal@geraldine.school.nz Term 3 22 July - 27 September
Office — Ph 03 693 8208 office@geraldine.school.nz Term 4 14 October - 12 December
Website: https://www.geraldineprimary.school.nz/

T Coming Up at a Glance

7 Date ~ Event
Week 2 (w/c 21 July) Senior Whanau Basketball Competition begins
Week 3 (w/c 28 August) Middle School Whanau Basketball Competition

Junior Whanau Basketball Competition
Open School Day — Wednesday 6 August
Week 4 (w/c 4 August) & 9:30 am — 4:00 pm
£3 Whanau picnic
" Tuakana—teina learning
I Classroom visits 3:00—4:00 pm
Week 5 (w/c 11 August) Tangaroa Ski Trip

Production Week
¥J Wednesday 3 Sept: Evening Performance — 6:30 pm
®J Thursday 4 Sept: Matinée — /2:30 pm, Evening — 6:30 pm

Week 8 (w/c 1 September)

Principal’s Korero
Kia ora koutou whanau and welcome to our Panui.

Term 3 has started off just as Term 2 finished — with lots of gusto and energy!

Already, our classes have enjoyed a visit from the Life Education Trust’s iconic Healthy Harold programme.
Harold and the Life Ed mobile classroom help our tamariki learn about health, resilience, food choices, and
emotions in a fun and hands-on way. The programme is used in around 86% of NZ schools, helping children
develop important life-skills through interactive learning

“@ Using the “Brain Ladder” to Support Self-Regulation at School (and Home!)

At GPS, our “Brain Ladder” continues to be a powerful tool in helping tamariki (children) understand and
manage their emotional states. Students are learning to identify whether they’re in the green, orange, or red
zone—and then draw on a kete (basket) of strategies to help them return to balance.



As a parent of two boys, I've discovered something incredibly important: a dysregulated adult cannot
regulate a dysregulated child. If | am angry or overwhelmed, engaging with my son only makes things
worse. Instead, | step away—take a breath, use my own tool from the ladder, and return when I'm back in
my green zone.

¥ "What Lies Between the Light and Dark" — Whole School Production Preparations

Begin!

Our school is buzzing with creativity! Rehearsals are under way and artwork, stage props, and costume
designs are taking shape. From enchanted forests to hidden caves, every detail is being brought to life by
our students’ energy and imagination. We can’t wait to share this magical journey with you!

X Collaboration with Men’s Shed

A big mihi to the local Men’s Shed! Six Year 5 students are heading over for the next five weeks to craft trees,
a fire, and a cave for the production. A huge thanks to our community partners for their generous support
and skilled guidance.

Speedway Star at Our School

On Friday, we were thrilled that Coby Drake, a talented Year 6 student, shared his impressive journey and
achievements in the exciting sport of speedway racing.

Coby brought in his racing bike and full set of gear, giving students a close-up look at the equipment used in
this high-speed sport. It was fascinating to learn that Coby began riding at just three years old, and today,
he races on a bike that reaches speeds of around 50 km/h on an oval dirt track!

His passion, dedication, and accomplishments in the sport truly inspired us all.

Thank you, Coby, for taking the time to share your story with the school — and congratulations on all you’ve
achieved so far in speedway. We can’t wait to see what you do next!

4 A Flashback to Holiday Fun: “Dancing with the Stars”

At the start of the holidays, the Home & School Committee dazzled us with our main fundraiser: Dancing
with the Stars! Six amazing couples took to the stage, supported by volunteer sound crew, chefs, sponsors,
and many more — who together made the evening shine. Whanau from across our community came out in
force, and it was heartwarming to see the breadth of support. Huge thanks to everyone involved—your
dedication and mahi made it truly unforgettable!

® Whanau Basketball Competition

Next week, the fun kicks off with our senior students battling it out on the court. Week 3, the middles take
over. Then in Week 4, our juniors step up to wrap it all up! Our awesome whanau leaders have been
hustling—sign-ups are rolling in and the lunchtime tournament brackets are near ready.

1A

17 Annual Open School Day — Wednesday 6 August
Time: 9:30 am — 4 pm

Bring your whanau along to:

e Join in classroom learning alongside your tamariki

e Enjoy a lunchtime whanau picnic

e Take part in afternoon tudkana-teina activities

e Drop in to classrooms from 3 — 4 pm to browse your child's mahi and catch up with their teacher

It's always special seeing our school buzz with whanau energy—don’t miss out



A Few Friendly Reminders

Wear comfy sports shoes and drink plenty of water during the basketball tournament.

¢ During this cold weather please remember to wear a named school fleece.

e For Open School Day, bring a picnic rug or lunch, and a warm smile for classroom learning
moments.

e Teachers love to share your child's achievements—so feel welcome to chat and celebrate together
at 3—4 pm!

& Parent Election Timetable

We are preparing for our upcoming Board Elections, and here are the key dates for whanau to keep in
mind:

E72 Date # Event
Wednesday 16 July Close Main Roll
Friday 18 July Call for Nominations
Wednesday 6 August (12 noon) Nominations Close
Wednesday 13 August Voting Papers Issued (by email or post)
Wetnestoy 0 sepemper oty
Tuesday 16 September Votes Counted — Results Declared
Wednesday 17 September New Board Takes Office

If you’re interested in standing for the board or just want to learn more about what’s involved in being a
trustee, please don’t hesitate to contact me or speak with a current board member.

Nga mihi nui
He Oranga Ngakau
He Pikinga Waiora
Positive feelings within you enhances wellbeing
Stu Wilcox
Room 1 listening to one of Room 11 learning some of the | Lunchtime rehearsal time in

Harold's greaf jokes! | songs and choreography the library




The girls learning the important | The boys listening carefully to | Coby Drake at assembly

skill of hammering instructions presenting his achievements
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ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBERS
Please update us. We need to be able to contact parents/caregivers in case your child is unwell
or injured.

SCHOOL HOURS
A reminder that school starts at 8.50am and finishes at 2.45pm. Please note that there is no
teacher supervision for children who arrive at school before 8.20am.

Dancing with the Stars Fundraiser a Shining Success!

We're thrilled to share that our recent Dancing with the Stars event was a spectacular
success, raising over $20,000 for our school!

The evening was filled with dazzling performances, enthusiastic support from our community,
and an incredible spirit of generosity.

A heartfelt thank you to all the dancers, volunteers, sponsors, and attendees who made this
event unforgettable.

Your contributions will make a meaningful difference, and we couldn't have done it without
you!
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Next Committee Meeting - Tuesday 22nd July @ 7pm

ROY _\f?%pl \ Fresh

Geraldmg

All are welcome - come along to the school staff room and see what we do - no pressure to
join the committee.

Keep Up To Date

Follow us on Facebook - find us at Geraldine Primary Home & School Committee.

_ Help Grow Our Community’s Future (oot
Geraldine Kindergarten Fundraiser “§*;

Donate a Calf or (virtual) Stock Feed * "

Calf & Stock Feed = -

Gaenicine Kindergartan

I FUNDRAISER

I
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Every contribution helps. Togetber, we grow sirongst

Cotf vt Produce
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Get involved and invest in our Geraldine community today!

We need your help to build our NEW, purpose built, undes
olds early childhood education centre right here In Gere

Donate a calf or “virtual stock food”




s, Ursula Moray Williams
.;?‘ Creative Writing Competition 2025

Open to local children aged between
5 and 18 years.

7\ Entry forms and guidelines
“~ are available at Timaru District Libraries
or may be downloaded from our website
www . timarudistrictlibraries.co.nz

Entries close at 6pm,
Friday 15" August, 2025,

Position Available
Temuka & Geraldine A & P
Association Secretary
As our Secretary / Administrator, you
will be the backbone of our operations,
ensuring smooth communication and
efficient administration. Key
responsibilities include:
e Managing correspondence and
records
e Organizing meetings and
keeping minutes
e Supporting event coordination
e Handling administrative duties
e This is a paid part time position.
For further information please contact:
Winnie Lawrence on 027 331 9039




