Blue Mountain College — Report
to Maori Community




Téna koutou katoa,

This report is designed to share progress, celebrate
successes, and strengthen the partnership between the
school and the Maori community.

Blue Mountain College takes our commitment to upholding
te Tiriti o Waitangi seriously. We endeavour to provide
opportunities where akonga are given the chance to succeed
as Maori and to develop their connection to their culture.

We are very proud of the opportunities that our students have
to succeed as Maori, and the options that they have to
connect with their culture and with others.

This report contains several sections:

1. NCEAresults
2. CAAresults

3. Leadership opportunities

4. Extra-curricular opportunities

Mihi Whakatau

Ma te rongo, ka mohio,
ma te mohio, ka
marama; ma te

marama, ka matau; ma
te matau, ka ora.

"From listening comes
knowledge; from knowledge
comes understanding; from

understanding comes wisdom;
from wisdom comes well-
being."

We acknowledge the value of
listening to our community
and using that knowledge for
their benefit.

We welcome all distinguished guests with a mihi whakatau. We also hold a mihi

whakatau at the beginning of the year to welcome new students and staff to Blue

Mountain College.



NCEA Results

Our NCEA results show that comparatively,
akonga Maori are achieving similarly or better
than Nationally or compared to our Equity
Indes Band (EQI). Equity index bands
categorise schools with similar socio- |

economic barriers.

Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 Year 13

NCEALevel1 NCEALevel2 NCEALevel3 UE
SUBMERIHELD | oo oy 100.0 % 100.0 % 33.3%
College
National 40.9 % 65.4 % 59.0 % 31.9%
School Equity /-0 74.0 % 62.0 % 34.8 %

Index Band

Our results for Level 1, 2 and 3 are, across the board, higher than National or School
Equity Index Band with 100% of our Year 12 and Year 13 students gaining Level 2 and Level
3 respectively.




Year 11 NCEA Level 1 - Maori

Year 12 NCEA Level 2 - Maori
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While our results fluctuate greatly from year to year, we have still maintained high pass
rates compared to National or EQI band.




CAA Results

Reading Writing Numeracy

Year 10 (8) 2 not 75% 25% 50%
entered

Year 11 (5) 80% 80% 100%
Year 12 100% 100% 100%
Year 13 100% 100% 100%

The results from the Literacy and Numeracy CAA’s also show that comparatively, akonga
Maori students are achieving highly also. It is not necessary for students to pass in Year
10 and in Year 11 there are two opportunities to pass the Assessment.

Te Reo Maori me Ona Tikanga

BMC students study Te Reo in class in Year 7 and Year 8. These classes are timetabled
along with other subjects. They are also able to study Te reo Maori me ona tikanga
through Te Kura at Year 7 and above. Inyear 7 and 8 this is done in the students own time,
atY9 and above there is class time dedicated to this during options classes. Theyreceive
support from Whaea Jaki who is available to assist them should they need it. Students
also can study Te reo Maori me ona tikanga as an NCEA subject. Currently we have one
student who is doing this

Leadership Opportunities

Mana Pounamu

Every year Blue Mountain College is given two placements to nominate a junior and a
senior student to receive a prestigious Mana Pounamu award. This award is for
Leadership and Achievement of an akonga Maori. This year we nominated, and our
recipients were Khanye Tamakehu and Damian Cleaver-King.



Student Representative on the Board

We feel that it is important, as part of our commitment to te Tiriti, that we have a Maori
student representative on the Board. This position is co-opted on, and they have the
same voting rights as any other Board member.



Extra-Curricular Opportunities

Kapa Haka

Inclusion and opportunity is important to us and we have seen our kapa haka group
expand to significant numbers. We can confidently say that 25% (or more) of our students

are involved in kapa haka. This is truly something to be proud of.

Te Ihi o Maruawai

Several students have had the opportunity to join with a kapa haka group from Maruawai
High School. This enables them to perform kapa haka at a higher level and take part in
other competitions.




Murihiku Polyfest and Te Hautoka

We are pleased to be able to give our students the chance to compete and celebrate with
other schools by entering the Murihiku Polyfest each year. This is a chance for our
students to see other groups perform and to showcase their talents and the mahi that
they have put into the preparation.

This year, 4 students were given the opportunity to perform with Te |hi o Maruawai at Te
Hautoka, in Dunedin. This is another step up and gives the chance to push themselves
and the chance to compete at a regional level.

Te Ao Haka NCEA Credits

Through participation in kapa haka our students are able to gain NCEA credits in the area
of Te Ao Haka.

Kapa Haka Exchange

Each year, BMC gathers together with Roxburgh Area School, Lawrence Area School,
Catlins Area School and South Otago High School to participate in a celebration of kapa
haka. Students are able to join workshops, gather together, share kai and perform
together.
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Tikanga

Karakia in Assembly and Meetings

We believe that it is important to integrate tikanga wherever we can. To that end we have
adopted the use of karakia at the beginning and ending of meetings and the beginning of
assembly.

Tikanga Time

This continues to be an avenue that staff and students can use to improve their
understanding of tikanga and to practice te reo. This is either done as a whole school
once aweek orin a small group once a week.
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Niho Taniwha

Several staff including a Board member have completed this course which is aimed at
improving the teaching and learning for akonga Maori.

Whanau Hui

The voice of our parent community is important to us, and we want whanau to feel
welcome to come into Blue Mountain College and take agency over their rangitahi’s
education. In order to make this more accessible we hold an annual Whanau Hui where
parents of all students are welcome to come and meet with us to informally discuss
aspirations and goals for learners and the vision of BMC for the future.



