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TARARUA COLLEGE  

PROCEDURES FOR THE USE OF CELLPHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

(including, but not restricted to: earpods and earphones) 

 

Rationale: 

1. To ensure students respect all rights of the school community and act responsibly and safely when 

            using electronic devices. 

2.         To ensure the College complies under the Harmful Digital Communications Act 2015 and  

the Copyright (Infringing File Sharing) Amendment Act 2011. 

Please note: cell phones are not permitted between 8.30am and 3.15pm on school grounds, 

unless specifically stated by a senior staff member.                                                                                                                             

Guidelines 

1. If for any reason a cell phone is needed for a learning activity, staff will seek permission in advance 
from a member of the senior leadership team. 

2. Unless the teacher instructs otherwise, cell phones must be turned off during class time and kept in 
students’ bags.  Should a device go off in class, this will be considered a misuse. 

3. Cyber bullying is deemed as a criminal act under New Zealand law.                                             
At all times, text bullying, taking videos and/or photos and posting them on Facebook or any social 
network, for example Facebook or any other website, is considered misuse of a device. If this occurs 
during school time, the device will be confiscated and parents brought in.  The incident will be treated 
seriously, and may involve the Board of Trustees and Police, where necessary. 

         Any misuse which occurs out of school hours and involves members of the school community or the 
school itself, will be handed over to the police. If the misuse brings the school into disrepute, it will 
also be considered as a school disciplinary issue. 

4.      Students should not download any files such as music, videos, games or programmes. This makes 
sure the school complies with the Copyright (Infringing File Sharing) Amendment Act 2011. 

5.     Students may not connect a device to the school network without a supervising teacher’s permission. 

6. Staff will confiscate cell phones and other devices when students misuse them.  The current 
procedures will be followed.                                                                                                           
Should the student refuse to hand over the device, this will be considered as disobedience 
and immediately escalated to the third offence.   

 

Procedures for misuse of a cell phone/device: 

1. First offence – willingly handed over to the teacher and collected at the end of the day from the front 
office.  

2. Second offence – (within one term) handed in to the office and collected by a caregiver.  

   3. Third offence – caregiver called to attend a meeting with a member of the senior leadership 
team. 

**Any confiscated items are kept in a locked drawer in the front office. 

7. TARARUA COLLEGE ACCEPTS NO LIABILITY FOR LOSS OR DAMAGE TO CELL PHONES 
AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES.                                                                                             
Cell phones/devices may still be stored at the front office during the day. 

8.      Devices not capable of internet connection may be used with teacher’s permission to play music, with 
headphones.             

I agree that I am aware of the Procedures for the Use of cellphones and other electronic devices, and the 

consequences for the misuse of: (Please sign below) 

Caregiver…………………………………………………………………………………….Student:………………………………………………………….. 

 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY – Please retain this booklet for your reference  


