
  
 
 
 
 
 

WEEKLY NEWS NOTE – Term 3 Week 10 Wednesday 17th September 2025 
 

Upcoming Events:  

Friday 19th September - Room 1 Assembly 2.15pm 

Friday 19th September - Last day of Term 3 

Monday 6th October - First day of Term 4 

Friday 17th October - School Pet Day 

What an amazing week of opportunities our students have had in the 
past week.   The ski day was a great success and the day was timed 
perfectly around the weather storm prior to and after this event.   I 
have heard some amazing stories about our Y4-8 students and 
parents on the slopes.    

I had the privilege of attending the Year 7/8 Cluster Climbing day held 
at QEC and the High Ropes course in Palmerston North Centre. It 
was inspiring to watch them face their fears, scale great heights, and 
push their perseverance to the limit. Seeing their confidence grow 
and their leadership skills shine was a real highlight for me.  

As my time as Acting Principal comes to a close, I wanted to take a 
moment to reflect and thank each of you. It has been an absolute 
privilege to lead this incredible school community for the past term. 

We have covered a lot together in this short time. The collective hard 
work, dedication, and enthusiasm have been a pleasure to work 
alongside, and I am proud of what we have completed in 10 weeks. It 
shows the strong spirit of Waituna West. 

I want to extend a special thank you to our amazing staff, whose 
unwavering commitment to our students is the heart of this school. 
Your passion and professionalism are second to none. 

To our wonderful students, thank you for your energy, curiosity, and 
eagerness to learn. You are what makes Waituna West so special. 

And to our parents and wider community, thank you for your trust, 
support, and partnership. Your involvement is essential to our 
success. 

As I hand over the reins, I wish Finn Barnett all the very best as the 
new Principal from Term 4. I know that with your support, he will lead 
Waituna West to even greater heights. 

Thank you once again for making it a successful experience.  I am 
looking forward to my new role as the  Principal of Hiwinui School 
from Term 4. 

Ngā mihi nui 
Anna Hagan, Acting Principal, Waituna West School 

Manawatu Young Achievers Awards 

Congratulations to Tenley Richardson for receiving our 
nomination for the award of ‘Whakamana Tangata’.  
Tenley has an outstanding drive to serve others.  

 

 
We would like to thank Anna Hagan very sincerely for all 
the work she has done over Term 3 and wish her every 
success with her new appointment, we have been very 
fortunate to have her with us for this term.  We now look 
forward to welcoming our new Principal, Finn Barnett who 
will be joining us in Term 4. 

 
Waituna West School Board Elections 

Parent & Staff Representative Results Declaration 

PARENT Representative Votes (Listed alphabetically) 

NAME (VOTES) 

Peter Fitz-Herbert (20) 

Ralph Hodgetts (47) 

Erin Moar (50) 

Regan O’Brien (51) 

Rory Pussell (43) 

Scott Retter (43) 

Invalid Votes (0) 

I hereby declare the following PARENT Representatives duly elected: 

Ralph Hodgetts ~ Erin Moar ~ Regan O’Brien ~ Rory Pussell ~ Scott 

Retter             STAFF Representative  ~ Alison Symonds 

Yvonne Cameron - Returning Officer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Epro 8 2025! 
Our Epro 8 representatives did very well 
last week showing their ACRES values, 
we always get comments about how 
respectful Waituna West kids are. Our 
Year 7-8 team was very competitive, well 
done Tenley, Fleur, Brax and Ben G.  
 
Congratulations to Harry E, Margo, Eden 
and Sam who came third in their 
competition and will now go on to 
compete in the grand final on Thursday 
this week. We wish our little engineers 
luck as they compete against the best of 
the best in our region. We can’t wait to 
hear how you get on.   

 
 

 

 

 

 



 


