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International Student Prospectus 2026

Curious - Courageous - Connected

At Parakaunui School, we offer a unique and
personalised learning experience in a small,
welcoming coastal community in Aotearoa
New Zealand. Our school is a place where
every child is truly known, valued, and
supported to thrive.

Mikaela Wilson
Principal

We pride ourselves on creating a safe, inclusive environment where
tamariki feel confident to be themselves, take risks, and embrace
new learning. Our experienced teachers tailor programmes to each
learner, fostering curiosity, creativity, and a love of learning.

A 8 Mihiwaka Station Road
RD1 Port Chalmers 9081

& purakaunui.school.nz

B T oem Strong relationships are at the heart of our approach. We work
purakaunuischool closely with families to support both wellbeing and academic
success, ensuring every child feels a genuine sense of belonging.

8 office@purakaunui.school.nz

@ +6422 414 6351 Choosing Parakaunui School means becoming part of a caring,

(WhatsApp available) connected community, set within a beautiful natural environment.

We warmly welcome international students and their whanau to join
us and experience the very best of New Zealand primary education.

#® WeChat ID: purakaunui



Our Facilities

Plrakaunui School offers a unique learning
environment, with thoughtfully designed
spaces that support both collaborative and
focused learning within a small, close-knit
setting.

Our two main learning spaces - Mapoutahi and
Mihiwaka - are named after significant local
landmarks, reflecting our strong connection to
place.

Mapoutahi is a flexible, open space that
encourages collaboration, group work, and
small breakout learning. It also hosts our Little
Pipi Playgroup, helping build connections with
our youngest learners and the wider
community.

Mihiwaka provides a more structured
classroom environment for explicit teaching
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Our school grounds are a standout
feature. Set in a stunning natural
environment overlooking the
Pdrakaunui Estuary and Long Beach,
they provide rich opportunities for play,
exploration, and physical activity.

Facilities include a large field,
playground, tennis courts, forest pods,
orchard, and a developing bike track,
along with a wide range of sports
equipment. These spaces support active
learning and encourage students to
connect with nature as part of their
everyday experience.




Our Curriculum

At Parakaunui School, our curriculum is guided
by the New Zealand Curriculum and designed
to meet the needs of every child through a
personalised, strengths-based approach that
builds confidence, independence, and a love of
learning.

Our programme includes English,
Mathematics, Science, The Arts, Digital
Technologies, and Health and Physical

Education, alongside rich cultural learning
through daily waiata and kapa haka.

Teaching balances clear, explicit instruction
with inquiry-based learning, supported by
evidence-informed practices in literacy and
numeracy, including structured literacy
approaches and a CPAL (Concrete—Pictorial—
Abstract—Language) model in mathematics.
Across all learning areas, students are
encouraged to think critically, solve problems,
and engage actively in their learning.

Please note that, as with primary schools across New Zealand,
students do not receive formal qualifications at this level.

Enrichment opportunities such as
Garden to Table and our Enviroschools
programme provide hands-on learning

that connects students to sustainability,
food, and the environment in
meaningful ways.

Parakaunui School is a Green-Gold
Enviroschool, the highest level of
recognition, reflecting our strong

commitment to environmental action
and student leadership. This means
students are actively involved in real
projects such as caring for our grounds,
reducing waste, and restoring natural
habitats. These experiences help
students grow as kaitiaki (guardians) of
the environment, building responsibility,
confidence, and connection to place.



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DhiUetZJUPUQzQvfwELr9HjBr5v9e-Kj?usp=drive_link

Our Community

At Parakaunui School, our community is at the
heart of everything we do. We are a small,
connected kura where families and local
community members play an active role in
school life.

We regularly come together for events that
celebrate learning, culture, and connection,
including Matariki potluck evenings, end of
term community assemblies with shared pizza
lunch from our woodfired oven, and our school
fair, which brings together the wider
community. Families support fundraising
events such as the Blueskin A&P Show and
working bees to help care for and develop our
school grounds.

Families are always welcome to join us on field
trips and often take part in school camp
experiences, extending learning beyond the
classroom and strengthening connections.
Community members and local experts also
contribute to our programme, sharing skills
and supporting authentic, local learning
experiences.

For international students and their
families, this means becoming part of a
welcoming, inclusive community where

relationships matter. Our small size

makes it easy to get to know other
families and staff, with plenty of
opportunities to connect through
school events, shared meals, and
regular gatherings.

Parents and caregivers are encouraged
to be involved in school life, and there
are always people available to offer
help, guidance, or simply a friendly
connection. These relationships often
grow into friendships beyond the
school gate, helping families feel
supported, settled, and never alone in
our kura.




Pastoral Care

Purakaunui School is a signatory to The
Education (Pastoral Care of Tertiary and
International Learners) Code of Practice,
ensuring a high standard of care, wellbeing,
and safety.

International students are warmly welcomed
and fully included in school life within a safe,
caring, and supportive environment. Learning
is personalised and relationship-based, with a
focus on building confidence, English language
skills, and a strong sense of belonging.

The principal and International Student
Coordinator work together to support students
and maintain close communication with
families. As a small rural school, we are able to
provide individualised support and strong
connections with students and families

Students are encouraged to take part in the full
range of school experiences, including cultural,
sporting, and outdoor learning opportunities.

Quality Assurance

Parakaunui School assures the quality of
the International Student program
through the following:

* Regular contact with families by the
principal

e Exit surveys when families finish their
time at our school

e Annual self-review of Policies,
procedures, and practices

e Ongoing Education Review Office
(ERO) Reviews

Click here for Click here for

Our latest  [ET*iAE Our Policies &

ERO Report Procedures

%EDUCATIONREVIEWOFFICE Username: purakaunUi

Te Tari Arotake Matauranga

Password: wakacrew
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Enrolment
Procedures and

Entry Criteria

1.Read all of the information available in our
International Prospectus available on our
website, purakaunui.school.nz.

2.Contact us with your expression of
interest and to arrange an online interview
prior to submitting your formal
application.
3.Fill in this form in full and email to
office@purakaunui.school.nz. Please
include:
a. A recent photograph of the student
b. Previous academic record (school
reports) for past 2 years
c. A copy of the student’s passport
including passport number and expiry
date
d. A copy of the student’s birth
certificate
e. A copy of the student’s insurance
policy details, with English translation
(this may be submitted after enrolment
is confirmed but must be prior to
departure from their home country)
f. A copy of the student’s vaccination
certificate
4.Enrolment contract processed. If
approved - Conditional offer of place and
invoice for fees sent
5.Payment of fees
6.We issue the Unconditional Offer of Place
and receipt
7.Apply for a visa
8.Visa approved - make travel arrangements
and advise us of your arrival date

2026 Fees

Administration Fee: $500

Short Term Stays (2-12 weeks)
$500 per week

Long Term Stays (12+ weeks)
$4,000 per term
$15,000 per year

Click here for more
information about living in New
Zealand for international
students, including living costs

Key Entry Requirements

Documentation: Certified copies of
the student’s passport and birth
certificate.

Visa/Immigration: A student visa
specifying the school, or in some
cases a visitor visa (for short stays).

Guardianship: Students under 10
must live with a parent or legal
guardian. Students over the age of
10 may live with a Designated
Caregiver (a family member or close
family friend nominated by the
parents).

Insurance: Proof of comprehensive
medical and travel insurance.

Fees: Tuition fees must be paid in full
to the school prior to enrolment.

English Proficiency: We require at
least a rudimentary knowledge of
English - this will be assessed during
the interview and we may ask for
copies of previous school reports.
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Our Vision:

A vibrant, inclusive learning community
where every learner is empowered to

grow, achieve, and contribute with
curiosity and confidence.

Our Values

kia kaha - kia maia - kia manawanui
be strong - be brave - be resilient

We encourage students to keep going when
learning is challenging, to take risks, and to

grow confidence through effort and experience.
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kia atawhai - kia whakaute - kia tautoko
be kind - be respectful - be supportive

We welcome others, support one another, and
build a strong sense of belonging within our
small school community.

2026 Term Dates

Term 1: February 2" - April 2nd

Term 2: April 20" - July 3rd

Term 3: July 20™ - September 25th

Term 4: October 12'™ - December 18th

Our Team

Staff

Mikaela Wilson - Principal
Sophie Penn - Teacher
Sarah Grace-Wara - Teacher Aide
Sarah Williamson - Administrator
John Davidson - Property Manager

Martin Downie - Cleaner
Board of Trustees

Basil Harrison - Presiding Member
Mikaela Wilson - Principal
Sophie Penn - Staff Representative

Anna Smythe - Friend of the School

Anna Melville - Community Representative

Su Bolland - Parent Representative



We would love to hear from you and
welcome you to our School

Come and see what makes Parakaunui School
such a special place to learn, grow, and belong

Website

purakaunui.school.nz

’X‘ Email

office@purakaunui.school.nz

Facebook
facebook.com/purakaunuischool

WhatsApp
+6422 414 6351
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