
Kia ora whānau,

What a fantastic start we have had to Term 3!

It was wonderful to connect with so many families and children during our goal-setting sessions in the first week. 
These conversations were a great opportunity to celebrate the progress your child has made and set positive goals 
for the term ahead.

The children have returned with plenty of energy and enthusiasm and are already fully engaged in their learning. 
They have also enjoyed getting straight into our school swimming sessions and have shown wonderful creativity and 
teamwork while developing their stop-motion animations. There is a real buzz across the area, and we are looking 
forward to another busy and rewarding term together.
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Curriculum
This term, we will continue exploring our school-wide concept of Change. This big idea helps children make 
meaningful connections across all areas of their learning and encourages them to think about how change happens 
in the world around them, in their communities, and within themselves. Using this conceptual approach, we aim to 
develop the children's critical thinking, curiosity, and problem-solving skills. 

To support this deeper thinking, we also use Depth and Complexity thinking tools. These tools encourage the children 
to look beyond the obvious, recognise patterns, consider different viewpoints, and think more deeply about the 
concept of change across all curriculum areas.

By weaving this theme throughout our learning, we hope to inspire students to become reflective, thoughtful learners 
who are confident in making sense of the world around them.

The big ideas we continue to investigate are: 

● Change can lead to new possibilities
● Change is necessary for growth
● Change can be positive or negative
● Change is inevitable 



Religious Education
For Religious Education, our theme is Te Atua God. We will learn that  Jesus is ‘the’ model of love, selflessness, 
forgiveness, generosity, and prayer. The children will gain insight into Mary as a saint and the patron saint of 
Aotearoa, New Zealand. We will explore the qualities and values that helped Mary and other saints become holy 
people and how we can recognise and develop similar qualities and values in our everyday  lives. 

We will also learn about people who, because of their faith, have stood up for justice and truth (whānau, school, 
national identities–volunteers, social justice, environmental activity).

This term, we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption with a school Mass on Friday 14 August.

Ko Hāta Maria, te Matua Wahine o te Atua – Holy Mary, Mother of God



Curriculum Programmes 
Mathematics - We have begun the term with a focus on fractions. The children are learning about the relationship 
between fractions, decimals, and percentages. They are ordering, comparing, and converting between mixed 
numbers and improper fractions. Later in the term, we will progress to measuring the area and volume of shapes, 
adding, and subtracting fractions, and using their multiplication facts to find the fractions of a whole number. We 
conclude the term by giving children chances to delve into financial math by determining the total cost of items priced 
in dollars and cents and the change to the nearest ten dollars, as well as by investigating questions related to 
purchases.

You can support your child at home by encouraging them to practice their number facts and finding opportunities 
where they can be involved in measuring quantities that are not whole units, such as reading measuring equipment 
while cooking.

 Here are some links to maths sites that will support you with doing this at home.

Prototec maths  free online activities and practice sheets.  

NZ maths curriculum home maths support site

Make one with fraction NZ maths

Interactive game with fractions and science

https://learning.prototec.co.nz/maths
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/learning-content-resources/mathematics-and-statistics/5637144636.c?refiners=%5B%5B5%2C%22Primary%22%2C5637145334%2C1%2C%22Primary%22%2C%22%22%5D%2C%5B5%2C%22Wh%C4%81nau+and+Communities%22%2C5637145339%2C1%2C%22Wh%C4%81nau+and+Communities%22%2C%22%22%5D%5D
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/make-one-with-fractions/5637209103.p
https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/gamesactivities/math/fractions.html


Literacy - This term, our literacy learning is closely connected to our inquiry into sustainability and WOW Tour, 
giving the children meaningful opportunities to develop their reading and writing skills while exploring real-world 
issues. 

In writing, we are learning about the features of persuasive texts. The children will discover how to introduce a topic, 
clearly express their point of view, and use techniques such as emotive language and rhetorical questions to convince 
and influence their audience. They will also continue to strengthen their literacy skills by learning about different 
sentence types, organising their ideas into well-structured paragraphs, and editing their work to improve 
punctuation, spelling, and clarity.

Our weekly literacy programme also includes daily reading sessions where students build their comprehension, 
vocabulary, and understanding of how different texts are organised. This term, we have begun by developing our 
critical thinking skills, learning to identify both the explicit (clearly stated) and implicit (hidden or suggested) messages 
and perspectives within the texts we read.

Alongside our reading and writing, we will continue with our regular spelling and handwriting lessons, helping the 
children build confidence and accuracy during their literacy learning.

You can support your child to develop their literacy skills by encouraging them to take home books from our school 
library to read and share with you at home. 



Arts - This term, the children will embark on a creative journey as they combine drama, music, and visual design to 
bring our performance, Dragon Days, to life. Throughout the term, they will explore how movement, music, and 
acting can be used to express ideas, tell stories, and connect with an audience. We have already begun learning the 
songs and are now starting to develop the dramatic scenes that will make our performance truly special. It promises 
to be a busy term as we rehearse, build confidence, and fine-tune every aspect of the production. We can't wait to 
share the children's hard work and enthusiasm with our families during the final week of the term. 

World of Waste Tours - We are excited that our students have been selected to take part in the WOW Tour, a 
wonderful hands-on learning opportunity that will encourage the children to think about how they can make a 
positive difference for our environment. The WOW Tour helps students explore what happens to the things we throw 
away, understand some of the challenges of our current waste system, and discover practical ways to reduce the 
amount of waste that ends up in a landfill. Thanks to the generous support of Hutt City Council, this full-day 
experience is provided at no cost to families. During the tour, the children will visit Silverstream Landfill, Earthlink - an 
inspiring social enterprise that repairs, repurposes, and recycles items that might otherwise be discarded - and the 
Dowse Art Museum in Lower Hutt.

The children will be encouraged to think creatively, ask questions, and explore how even small actions can make a big 
impact. We hope this experience will inspire them to bring new ideas back to school and home as they look for ways 
to reduce waste and care for our environment. We look forward to hearing about their discoveries and seeing the 
positive changes they put into action! 

More detailed information regarding the tour and the volunteers we require to accompany us on the visits will be sent out 
next week.



Health - This term, the children will be learning about changes that occur as they grow. Sexuality education is a 
required part of the New Zealand Curriculum and, in Catholic schools, it is taught through the lens of our faith. The 
programme is age-appropriate and supports students as they learn about the physical, emotional, social, and 
spiritual changes that are part of growing and maturing. The students will be grouped according to their year level for 
each learning session. A separate email has been sent to all families explaining more details about what the children 
will be learning.

Physical Education - We were delighted to begin the term back at Huia Pool after a year's break. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to take part in swimming lessons led by the pool's qualified instructors, building 
their confidence and developing their swimming skills in a supportive environment. We are now looking forward to 
our upcoming school swimming sports, where the children will have the chance to celebrate their progress and enjoy 
participating alongside their classmates. 

Our physical education programme continues to provide the children with the opportunity to improve their fitness 
each week and develop movement skills. Once the students have the chance to practice and develop these skills, they 
begin to learn about applying them in games and sports across various physical settings.

We will begin by exploring net and wall games, where students will learn how to move effectively, position themselves 
in space, and think strategically during play. They will then move on to target games, where the children will practice 
accuracy, control, and decision-making. They will explore a range of strategies while working both independently and 
in small teams, learning the importance of communication and teamwork when playing a game.

Toward the end of the term, we shift our attention to athletic skills. This will assist the kids in setting targets and 
working to improve their performance for our school sports day in Term 4.



Coming up this Term:

Book Week   3 August -7 August.  Dress up character day Friday 7 August 

Feast of the Assumption Mass  Friday 14 August 9:15 am

School Swimming Sports  Friday 21 August 9:30 am

World of Waste Day Tours 

Room 14: Thursday 20 August

Room 15: Thursday 27 August

Room 13: Thursday 3 September

Room 12: Thursday 10 September

Te Wiki o Te Reo Week 14 -18 September

Annie Show Visit Thursday 17 September at 1 pm

Pohutukawa Performance - ‘Dragon Days’ Tuesday 22 September 1:30 pm



Reminders
Students who bring a smart watch, mobile phone or other items for safekeeping to school are required to put them in the 
minding box as soon as they arrive at school. This box is located in Room 14. 

School sports uniform is required at school every day for daily physical fitness and skills programme. We encourage the 
children to bring their sports uniform at the beginning of the week and take it home at the end of the week.

The partnership between home and school is critical to the success of our learning community and the quality of learning 
experiences. If you need to communicate with your child’s classroom teacher please contact them through 
admin@stpeterpaul.school.nz or pohutukawaal@stpeterpaul.school.nz

Ngā mihi, 

Sinéad Senek, Hugh Watson, Shanann O’Sullivan Glynn, Whaea Sarah, Andrea Spink 

Pohutukawa Area Teachers


