Pohutukawa Area News Term 2 2026

Kia ora,

What a great start to Term 2! The children have settled back quickly and smoothly into
their class routines with fantastic energy and smiles. It has been lovely to see them
engage enthusiastically in their learning and play well with each other during their break
times.

Last week, we participated in a lovely service to honor ANZAC Day. The children learned
about the significance of this day for us in Aotearoa. In class, they reflected on it and
engaged in activities to help them further understand the importance of this aspect of
New Zealand history.

\




Our focus for inquiry this term is based on science. The students
will learn about forces, which are pushes or pulls that can cause an
object to move, stop, change direction, or change shape. We have
many hands-on activities to engage them in thinking about this.
Alongside this learning, we aim to build the children's capabilities in
thinking and acting in a scientific manner by predicting and testing
how push and pull forces of different sizes or directions affect the
movement of objects. We will evaluate our ideas by building rockets
and having fun launching them to watch their flight. It's an excellent
method to stimulate their engineering and scientific abilities.



Encouraging the children to make sustainable choices is one
way we can put our school values into action. We achieve this
by providing opportunities for the children to participate in
caring for our school Te Mara Kai and by composting some of
their food scraps. This term, we continue to aim to inspire
them further by exploring ways they can bring less packaging
to school in their lunch boxes. You could discuss with your
child at home how they can accomplish this by using reusable




Curriculum

We continue this term with our universal theme of Change.

Through this conceptual approach we aim to develop the students’ capabilities and
critical thinking skills.

The big ideas we continue to investigate are:

Change can lead to new possibilities
Change is necessary for growth
Change can be positive or negative
Change is inevitable




Religious Education t

For Religious Education, our theme is To Rongopai Good News - Stories Jesus knew.

The children will be learning about the basic context of the Old Testament, and that Jews, Muslims
and Christians share these stories. They will also about the key stories from the Old Testament which
teach us how to be in good relationships with others.

During prayer time, the children will explore that prayers can come in the form of poetry and song.
They will learn about the Psalms and that they were written for, praise, thanksgiving, wisdom, trust
and to express sadness.

Here are some ways you can support their learning at home. Watch this video clip, Psalm 23 song.
As a family, brainstorm ways to be "shepherds" to others, perhaps by helping a neighbour, visiting
someone who is sick, or writing cards for the lonely. You could read a Psalm during your family
prayer time and reflect on what it is expressing.

At the end of this term, we look forward to celebrating our school and parish feast day on June 29.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGPOMB5ZRq8

Curriculum Programmes =

Mathematics - This term, we have started by concentrating on multiplication and
division. In science, the kids will likewise use their measurement abilities to assist them
in measuring the various sections of their rockets and the distance their rocket travels.
As the term progresses, they will conduct statistical investigations, present data using
tables and graphs, and develop skills to interpret and support their conclusions.
Towards the end of the term, we will cover a geometry topic on shapes before
progressing on to fractions.

You can support your child at home by encouraging them to practice their number facts.
Here are some links to maths sites that will support you with doing this at home.

Prototec maths free online activities and practice sheets.

NZ maths curriculum home maths support site



https://learning.prototec.co.nz/maths
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/learning-content-resources/mathematics-and-statistics/5637144636.c?refiners=%5B%5B5%2C%22Primary%22%2C5637145334%2C1%2C%22Primary%22%2C%22%22%5D%2C%5B5%2C%22Wh%C4%81nau+and+Communities%22%2C5637145339%2C1%2C%22Wh%C4%81nau+and+Communities%22%2C%22%22%5D%5D

Literacy

This term in writing, we are exploring the various aspects of figurative language that we can
incorporate into our creative writing, including adjectives, personification, similes, and
metaphors, alongside the organisation of narratives. Currently, the kids are busy with composing
and creatin%a short story. Later in the term, they will begin to explore and write poetry,
examining the particular language characteristics and word selections that poets employ.

The weekly literacy programme involves the children developing their understanding of text
structures through comprehension, vocabulary and sentence structure activities as part of their
daily reading sessions.

In our reading activities, we have started to investigate narrative texts by analysing story
structure, imagining scenes, and recognising themes. As we move into our poetry writing, we will
focus on reading poems and developinﬁ our comprehension skills in inferring and supporting
our understanding of what we read with evidence from the text.

Weekly spelling and handwriting lessons also form a part of our literacy programme.

You can support your child in developing their literacy skills by encouraging them to take books
home from our school library to read and share with'you at home.

Here are links to the Ministry of Education for supporting your child with reading at home:

Ministry of Education supporting your Year 5 child at home with reading
Ministry of Education supporting your Year 6 child at home with reading @



https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal/guide-for-the-new-zealand-curriculum-years-0-to-8/year-5-new-zealand-curriculum/reading-books-at-home-in-year-5
https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-portal/guide-for-the-new-zealand-curriculum-years-0-to-8/year-6-new-zealand-curriculum/reading-books-at-home-in-year-6

Arts - This term we start the preparations for our musical show - Dragon Days. We will
concentrate on the musical element of this performance by learning a range of songs.
Next term, our emphasis will shift to drama and visual arts, culminating in our musical
presentation that we eagerly anticipate sharing with whanau.

Health - Towards the end of term the children will be exploring self-care habits that
help them to stay healthy at home and at school.

Digital Technologies - This term, we plan to undertake creative projects using our
digital skills related to our subjects on rockets and maintaining our health.

Firstly, they will learn to code using Scratch by developing a basic rocket launch game.

A link to this site is here: Scratch Coding for kids g@‘ﬁfﬁﬂ{[
Next, they will discover how to produce a basic animation using Stop Motion that
encourages self-care practices.



https://scratch.mit.edu/

Coming up this Term:

Blake Virtual Reality NZ will be visiting us on the 27 - 28 May. Through virtual reality
(VR) technology NZ-VR will give the children the amazing opportunity to experience the
rich biodiversity that exists below the surface of the ocean, as well as the damage that
has been done to the ecosystems.

St Bernard'’s College Open Day Saturday 23 May 2026 from 10.00 am until 2.00 pm. All
Year 5 and 6 boys, with their families, are invited to come along and see what St
Bernard’s has to offer.

Kings’ Birthday Monday 2 June
School Feast Day Friday 26 June
Matariki Thursday 2 July



Reminders

Students who bring a smart watch, mobile phone, or other items for safekeeping to
school are required to put them in the minding box as soon as they arrive at school.
This box is located in Room 14.

School sports uniform is required at school every day for daily physical fitness and skills
programme. We encourage the children to bring their sports uniform at the beginning
of the week and take it home at the end of the week.

The partnership between home and school is critical to the success of our learning
community and the quality of learning experiences. If you need to communicate with
your child’s classroom teacher please contact them through
admin@stpeterpaul.school.nz or pohutukawaal@stpeterpaul.school.nz

Nga mihi,
Sinéad Senek, Hugh Watson, Shanann O’Sullivan Glynn, Whaea Sarah, Andrea Spink

Pohutukawa Area Teachers



