
From our Assistant Principal

We've had two weeks filled with enriching and exciting 

activities that have provided our students with valuable 

learning experiences.

One of the highlights was students’ visit to MOTAT, where our 

tamariki had the chance to explore technological systems in 

action. The trip was both educational and inspiring.  This 

hands-on experience not only deepened their understanding 

of these systems but also sparked a genuine interest in the 

possibilities of future innovations.

In addition to the MOTAT trip, our Year 5/6 students 

participated in the "Learn to Ride" bike experience at school. 

This event was more than just a fun activity; it was an 

opportunity for students to develop essential life skills. They 

learned key bike handling techniques, such as starting, 

stopping, and maneuvering safely. The emphasis on road 

safety and the importance of wearing helmets was particularly 

valuable, ensuring that our students are well-prepared to ride 

safely in their communities. The confidence they gained from 

this experience will serve them well in the future.

Looking ahead, we’re thrilled to be celebrating Tongan 

Language Week next week. This is a special occasion for our 

school community, as we come together to honour and 

embrace Tongan culture, language, and traditions. 

Finally, we’d like to remind everyone of the importance of 

regular school attendance. If your child needs to be absent, 

please remember to notify us using the Skool Loop app. This 

helps us keep track of attendance and ensures that all 

students are safe and accounted for. 

Ngā mihi nui,

Kelley Farley

Kaiāwhina Tumuaki/Assistant Principal
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Tongan language week assembly 
Monday 2nd September 11:45am
Tongan language week
Monday 2nd Sep- Friday 7th Sept

Te wiki o Te Reo Måori assembly 
Monday 16th September 11:45am
Te wiki o Te Reo Måori 
Monday 16th Sept- Friday 20th Sept

We are very concerned about the number of 

students arriving before 8:15 a.m. and being picked 

up long after 2:55 p.m. Please note that there is no 

supervision available during these times, and it is 

the caregiver's responsibility to ensure their 

children are picked up and dropped off on time. 

We appreciate your cooperation in ensuring the 

safety of your tamariki.



Enviro learning 
Knife licence and Garden safety licence
As part of the last cycle of GTT for Y4-6 classes 
students can choose to complete their knife or garden 
safety licence. 
During their kitchen or garden session they can show 
the adult helpers how they apply the skills to their tasks 
correctly and take a certificate home to share.

We want to express our heartfelt gratitude for the 

overwhelming love and support from our 

community following the passing of our beloved 

learning assistant, Whaea Alice. Sharing this news 

with our students yesterday was incredibly difficult, 

but their resilience shone through as many of them 

shared positive memories and thoughts of Alice. 

Your kindness and understanding during this time is 

deeply appreciated by all of us. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with Alice’s whānau. 

Whaea Alice, wahine kaha,

The news has come as a shock to us all,

Your hands nurtured more than just the soil,

In the hearts of the tamariki you cared for

Aroha blossomed, guided by your gentle soul.

He aroha nui ki te whenua,

In the gardens you tended with care,

But even more to the children,

Your patience a beacon, lighting the path to growth.

Always smiling, a light of hope,

Your presence in our team,

A pillar of strength and empathy, 

Your roots run deep in our kura's heart.

With each plant you nurtured,

And each child you lifted up,

You wove the threads of connection,

Whanaungatanga in every gesture, every word.

Alice, you will be missed,

But your legacy will forever live on

In the gardens you cultivated,

And the lives you enriched so deeply.

From all of your Papatoetoe West whānau, 

We love you dearly,

E kore rawa e warewaretia,

We miss you already, and we always will. 

Our Whaea Alice 



Angel Fashions 
Angel Fashions have updated us that due to recent 

issues with counterfeit currency, we are no longer 

able to accept cash payments. To ensure a secure and 

efficient payment process, we are only accepting the 

following methods:

- EFTPOS: Payments can be made using your 

EFTPOS card.

- WINZ Payments: We also accept payments 

made through WINZ (Work and Income New 

Zealand).

- Online Payments: Payments can be made 

directly into our bank account.

Mathex success
Last week, our Year 4, 5, and 6 teams represented 

our school at the Papatoetoe Interschool Mathex 

Competition. Our tamariki trained diligently for the 

problem-solving challenges and demonstrated 

incredible determination and effort on the day. We 

are proud to announce the final placings: Year 6 - 7th 

place, Year 5 - 4th place, and Year 4 - 4th place. A 

huge congratulations to all our teams for their hard 

work and fantastic achievements! 

APPA Tongan Speech 
Competition 

Congratulations to Elenoa who 

represented Papatoetoe West 

School at the APPA Tongan 

speech competition held at 

Sutton Park School. She was one 

of ten participants and she did 

exceptionally well! 

Fakamālō Atu Elenoa!



Year 5/6 update

TECHNOLOGY LEARNING 
This term has been a technology 
focus. We have been researching 
how technological systems 
transform things around us? A 
technological system is a set of 
interconnected components that 
has been designed to fulfil a 
particular function without 
further human design input. 
There has been lots of new 
vocabulary we have had to learn 
as part of this research. During 
the second half of the term, we 
will be looking at Rube Goldberg 
Machine ideas (like the breakfast 
in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang). We 
will also be constructing using 
the Epro8 equipment.

TERM 3 SPEECHES

From weeks 6-8, our wonderful students are working hard on their speeches to 
present to their class. They have chosen a prompt (see below for options) which feels 
relevant and important to them, and are writing their hearts out to create a fantastic 
speech. Our speech finals will be on in Week 9 Monday- during this, our top marked 
speeches will present to the whole senior syndicate. We can’t wait! Encourage your 
child to share their thinking with you at home, and maybe even get a few rehearsals 
in! 

BIKES IN SCHOOLS 

We were so lucky to have wonderful facilitators 
from Auckland Council and Outdoor 
experiences deliver “Learn to Ride” bike 
sessions during Week 6 and 7. Each class 
received about 3 hours of targeted bike safety 
fun riding challenges. Our senior students 
walked away from their sessions buzzing with 
excitement and more confident on a bike than 
ever. How lucky! 


