
From our Deputy Principal 

Kia ora koutou,

We’re off to a bustling start this term! We’ve welcomed new staff and 
tamariki at our whakatau, had Constable Marina in to support our 
Keeping Ourselves Safe unit, and our Year 1 and 2 students were a 
great audience  enjoying an exclusive performance by some of our 
shining stars. We’re also looking forward to lots of our exciting 
upcoming events!

As we dive into a busy few weeks, we want to celebrate the fantastic 
learning happening here and encourage you to keep that momentum 
going at home. Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou for all the support you already 
give. There are so many easy, wonderful ways to support your child's 
education every single day!

Simply asking, "What did you learn at school today?" can spark great 
conversations. You can also continue the learning throughout the 
afternoon - why not practise counting or reading labels during a trip 
to the supermarket? And of course, reading any readers or library 
books that come home makes a huge difference. Every little moment of 
support truly counts! It's a genuine partnership that makes a huge 
difference.

Ngā mihi, 

Emma McKeown
Tumuaki Tuarua/Deputy Principal
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Week 3  
Mon 20 - Fri 24 October  Niue Language Week 
Mon 20 October 11:45am- Assembly
Wed 22 October   Year 4-6 Athletics at Mt Smart
Thu 23 October Teacher Strike (School Closed)

Week 4  
Mon 27 October   Labour Day observed (School Closed)

Week 5:   
Mon 3-7 November  Hindi language week
Thu 6 November 11:45am - Assembly 
Friday 7 November 9 am-10:45 am Junior athletics

EXPLORING KOHUORA PARK!
Last week, year 2 and 4 students walked to 
Kohuora and met Frazer from Auckland 
Council to explore the park.  They used 
binoculars to look for birds and saw ducks, 
pukeko, swallows, tuis, sparrows, a 
harrier hawk (kahu), pigeons, a white 
faced heron and magpies.  They learned 
about what the different birds eat.  They 
explored the wetland area, grass area and 
the bush area.  The students' next step to 
help Kohuora are to notice things, pick up 
rubbish and learn more about everything 
that lives there!



Year 4 update

The Diary of a indoor Cheetah by Daniel 
July 17th
I live at James house because it’s the best place ever, James loves to play video 
games and plays it while eating, cooking and sleeping. James calls me Charlie 
although I wanted to be named Razer  because I’m fast, cool and unstoppable while 
running. 

July 18th
One day I snuck into the kitchen while James was playing a race car game on the 
TV. I snuck towards the fridge and then I opened the ice tray and threw ice on top of 
James face and he lost the game. He went to look for me but I hid at Charles the 
deer’s house and he didn’t look for me there. 

July 19th
James was on the games again but he gave me food this time. I threw it down and 
turned the oven on and cooked him a tasty chilly cake, he ate it and suddenly 
ROARRR! James was breathing out fire like a dragon and started burning the house. 
I laughed at him. Silly James. 

July 20th 
Charles tried to do my jump with speed but he had twisted his leg and I patted him 
It’s okay you’ll do better than this. He sounded sad which I hated. He was a good 
friend. 

          

We have had an awesome start to our Health Inquiry. The 
children were excited to share what makes them special
and how we are unique.  What makes you unique?

Birthday Party by Solomon.  

At my birthday party, I invited my friends, 
the aliens, a sloth and also a monster.  
Everyone was muttering!  After everyone 
stopped, we played games and made 
balloon swords.  We went on the most 
bouncy trampoline.  It was a blast!  After 
we rested, we put on our swimming togs 
and went to the pools. First, we went on 
the slippery slide.  Next, we went to the 
super fun bubble pool and splashed 
water on each other.  We went back to 
my house and everyone was dancing.  
After the dance, we got fizzy drinks.  Then 
the aliens dropped their UFO and it 
crashed in my backyard!   After that, the 
moment had come to eat the cake.  It 
was super yum.

  This week, Year 4 has been working on recounts. They loved learning about different 
animals and writing diaries pretending to be them.



The West Way

WINNING HOUSE 
CELEBRATION

What a great way to kick off the first 
week back at school - with our Winning 
House Celebration!
We celebrated in style with a Ball Party! 
With music pumping and balls galore, 
our tamariki grooved, threw, kicked, 
passed, spun, and ran around with 
huge smiles on their faces.

This awesome group earned the top 
spot by consistently showing respect 
for SELF, OTHERS, and the 
ENVIRONMENT.  What a fantastic 
example of our school values in action!

We’re so proud of their efforts and can’t 
wait to see which house will take out 
the next celebration.  The challenge is 
on!

 
This term, we are showing respect for ourselves and others 
by being SunSmart.
We keep ourselves safe and healthy by remembering to 
protect our skin from the sun.

One way we show respect for ourselves is by wearing our 
hats whenever we’re outside and not playing in the shade.
We show respect for others by giving friendly reminders to 
wear their hats too.

Together, we can all help keep each other be  SunSmart 
and safe!

      Check out how our Term 4 points are shaping up!







TERM 1 

Number of weeks 9

Term start & end dates Term starts: Monday 2 February to Thursday 2 April (86 half days)

Public holidays Waitangi Day - Friday 6 February 

School holidays Friday 3rd April - Sun 19th April (includes)
● Good Friday - Friday 3 April 
● Easter Monday 6 April 

TERM 2 

Number of weeks 11

Term start & end dates Term starts: Monday 20 April to Friday 3 July (106 half-days) 

Public holidays/ School 
not open for instruction

ANZAC DAY - Monday 25 April
King’s Birthday- Monday 1 June 

School holidays Saturday 4 July- Sunday 19 July 

TERM 3

Number of weeks 10

Term start & end dates Term starts: Monday 20th July to Friday 25th September (100 half-days)

Public holidays None

School holidays Saturday 26 September to Sunday 11 October 

TERM 4

Number of weeks 10

Term start & end dates Monday 12th October to Wednesday 16th December (94 half days) 

Public holidays Labour Day - Monday 26 October

● 386 half days in 2026 
● Ministry of Education to allow for 2 additional teacher only days (date TBC)

2026 dates


