
From our Deputy Principal 

We have had a great start to Term 3! Our technology 
inquiry,  focusing on technological systems and how 
they transform our world, is now in full swing. As part 
of this exciting unit, all of our students will be visiting 
MOTAT. Look out for more information about this trip 
coming next week. We have a busy term ahead with 
three language weeks, starting with Cook Island 
Language Week next week! Also in Week 4 is our 
Maths Week- some family maths problems will come 
home and there is an opportunity to win prizes for 
those that get involved! 

This term, we are delighted to welcome a new teacher, 
Rizwana Nisha, to our staff who has joined our Year 0 
team as our school roll continues to grow. 

This week we celebrated Tumeke Tumuaki day, where 
students were oh-so-keen to write messages to our 
wonderful principal, Mrs Tritt. As a staff, we feel 
privileged to have such a dedicated, hardworking 
principal who always puts the tamariki at the centre 
of everything she does. See page 4 for some of the 
messages from the students! 

Please continue to send your child to school regularly. 
On page 2, you can see the significant impact regular 
attendance has on achievement . We’ve made a great 
start to the term with students coming to school. A 
friendly reminder to please let us know if your child is 
not coming to school as this helps us allocate our 
resources effectively for teaching and learning! Let's 
keep the momentum going and make this term a 
fantastic one!

Ngā mihi, 

Miss Emma McKeown 
Tumuaki Tuarua /Deputy  Principal
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Cook Island language assembly
Monday 5th August 11:45am 

Cook Island language week 
Monday 5th August - Friday 9th August 

Maths Week 
Monday 12 - Friday 16 August 

Tongon fono 
Wednesday 14th August- 3pm 

Motat trips 
Mon 19 August - 29, 30, 31, 32, 14, 20, 21, 22
Tues 20th August  - 26, 27, 28, 16, 17, 18, 19 
Wed 21st August - Te Kākano, 23 
Fri 23rd  August -  33, 34, 35
Mon 26th August - Te Putiputi
Tues 27th August - 2 & 3 
Wed 28th August - 4 & 5
Thur 29th August - Te Puāwaitanga



ATTENDANCE MATTERS!

THIS DATA SPEAKS  
FOR ITSELF! 

3.5 times more 
students are achieving 
in reading if they 
attend school regularly 
compared to chronic 
absentees! 

3 times more students 
are achieving in 
writing if they attend 
school regularly 
compared to chronic 
absentees! 

Attendance impacting 
maths achievement 
as well. 

Sending your child 
to school regularly 
has positive impacts 
not only on 
achievement but has 
so many other social 
& emotional  
benefits as well! 



Year 4 team technology launch

I wonder how this 
system works? 
What is causing 

the air bed to 
inflate?

We are sure 
the more we 

wind - up 
these toys the 

faster they 
move.

What 
mechanism is 
making the toy 

move?

Did you see 
the bubbles? 

Everyone love 
bubbles! How 
does it work 

though?

This is too easy! 
Why is it not 

coming back?

I love technology!

How does does a 
hand pump work? 

So simple, so 
effective! 

How do these 
work? 

What is this machine called? What 
does it even do? Lets explore some 

more.

Hey parents,,, 
can we get one 

of these please? 
I will make sure 
to eat my fruit 

every day.

So much fun!



Tumeke Tumuaki 
day

Friendly reminder that as an enviro school we 
are making a more of a concerted effort to 
reduce the waste at our kura. Some of the 
snacks lately have been great (thank you) but 
others not. 

Students are provided with healthy lunches and 
fruit at school. If they bring a snack for their 
second break at school, we ask that it is 
zero-waste. 

Zero-waste snacks favour the use of reusable 
food containers. We discourage the use of 
disposable packaging, and encourage such 
snacks to be bought in larger quantities. The 
packaging can be left at home for reuse or 
recycling, and smaller amounts placed in 
lunchboxes (waste-free snacks are not only a 
wise environmental choice, but they can be less 
expensive as well)! 

Students are required to bring home any rubbish 
left over from their lunches. This is an important 
piece of mahi that is a part of our wider strategic 
goal of ‘Be sustainable’. We know from our 
recent community consultation this is an 
important initiative to you too so we appreciate 
your support with this. 

       Zero-waste healthy 
snacks



The West Way

Over the past couple of weeks, we have 
focused on expectations around looking 
after our balls and playing with them 
appropriately. Here are  some  key 
points:

Respect for Self
● Understand the importance of 

taking care of your own 
belongings.

● Use the balls safely to avoid injury 
to yourself.

Respect for Others
● Share the balls and include 

everyone in the games.
● Be mindful of others’ safety and 

avoid actions that could harm 
them.

Respect for Environment
● Play in designated areas to avoid 

damaging property.
● Store balls properly after use to 

keep the area tidy and safe.   
Return balls to its correct trolley.

The house points have reset for this term, 
giving everyone a fair chance. So far this 
year, Kereru and Tui have been the winners. 
Keep up the great effort, Tamariki! Who will 
be the winner at the end of this term? Let’s 
wait and see!

Road Safety
Just a reminder: to help with congestion 
in the afternoons, we encourage parents 
and caregivers to park and walk. 
Papatoetoe Panthers has plenty of 
parking spaces and is only a short 
distance from school. Let's help keep our 
tamariki safe!

Child Safety... 
If you are collecting your child 
early, please bring your photo 

identification with you when you 
report to the School office.

Respect for 
self

Respect for 
others

Respect for 
environment

The school gates open at 8:15am.  If you 
are unable to pick up your children 
between 2.55pm and 3.10pm, please 

contact SKIDS to arrange after school 
care (phone 0270107144). 

Bike and Scooter Safety

Just a reminder that if your child 
rides a bike or scooter to school 

they are required to wear a 
safety helmet.

https://maps.app.goo.gl/FDYsnL4Kg5Ucfhdb7



