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UPCOMING EVENTS

TERM 3 Week 1
Cook Islands Fono - Monday 20th July 3pm
Book Fair  - Monday 20th - Friday 24 July
Parent Teacher Meetings  - School Finishes Early
Wednesday  22nd July - 1:45 - 7pm
Thursday 23rd July  - 1:45 - 6pm
Term 3 Whakatau  -  Friday 24 July 12:30pm 

TERM 3 Week 2
Tongan Fono  -  Wednesday 29th July
Fun Run  -  Friday 31st July

TERM 3 Week 3
Cook Islands Language Week  - 
Monday 3rd - Friday 7th August 
Cook Islands Language Week Assembly  -  
Monday 3rd August 11:45am
School Board Meeting - Monday 3rd August 5pm



Number of weeks in TERM 3 10

Term start & end dates Term starts: Monday 20th July to Friday 25th September 

TEACHER ONLY DAY Friday 25th September

School holidays Saturday 26 September to Sunday 11 October 

Number of weeks in TERM 4 10

Term start & end dates Monday 12th October to Wednesday 16th December 

Public holidays Labour Day - Monday 26 October

TERM DATES



       Term 3 Inquiry: Technology
This term, our school focus is Technology. 
Different classes will be looking at Wai (Water) 
and trying to solve real-world problems. Our teams 
will explore big questions like:

● How can we design boats 
that float and carry things?

● How can we build strong 
bridges over moving water?

● How can we move water from 
one place to another without 
spilling it?

To start our learning, the first 4 weeks will be a 
special "Wonder" stage. Students will do fun, fast, 
hands-on building challenges. This gives our 
children a safe space to try new ideas, take risks, 
and learn from their mistakes. In technology, we 
often have to try, fail, and fix our designs many 
times!

Next, students will use our school inquiry cycle: 
wonder, explore, search further, and take action. 
They will draw designs, test different materials, 
build models, and test how well they work. We are 
very excited to see what our tamariki (children) 
create and learn. Watch this space!

Every Day Counts- Even in the Winter Chill ❄
Seeing our regular attendance climb to 61% compared to 
Term 2 2025 and our chronic absence nearly cut in half 
(down to 8%) is a massive win. It proves that our collective 
focus on showing up is working.

In Term 2, we definitely hit the peak of the winter sickness 
and some miserable, wet weather. We know that blocked 
noses, bugs, and rainy mornings make getting out the door 
harder. While we always want children to stay home and 
rest when they are genuinely unwell, we deeply appreciate 
your resilience and effort to get them here whenever 
possible.

No matter how gray the skies are, we promise to keep your 
tamariki warm, dry, and well looked after the moment they 
step through our doors.

Let’s keep this amazing momentum going into next term. 

Thank you for partnering with us - remember, every single 
day counts!

Term 2 attendance  

A huge ka pai (well done) and thank you to our 
wonderful school community! The data from 
Term 2 is in, and the comparison to this time last 
year shows some absolutely fantastic progress.

Thanks to your incredible support in making 
school a priority, we have seen a major shift in 
the right direction. Check out the numbers above.



What’s on at Break Time - Term 3

At our kura, cultural groups are a valued part of school life—celebrating 
identity, building performance skills, and engaging tamariki in the arts 
through waiata and dance.

By now, students have had the opportunity to try out a group and should 
have made a commitment. The focus this term is on following 
through—attending practices regularly and showing dedication as they 
prepare for performances later in the year.

Each cultural group meets once a week during break time for practice and 
fortnightly during an afternoon block.  Students need to be prepared to 
attend both the break time and class time practices. 

We’re mindful that students also need unstructured time to play and 
recharge, so we encourage tamariki to choose only the groups they can 
realistically commit to. Each extra group adds an extra practice to their 
week, and we want to help them maintain a healthy balance.

Please note, students who do not attend practices consistently may not be 
able to take part in upcoming performances, as it’s important they feel 
confident and ready as part of the group.

A timetable of break time practices is included with this pānui so you can 
help your child remember when their group meets.

Ngā mihi nui for your continued support!

PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES



What’s on at Break Time - Term 3



Skool Loop is our main app we use for communication (all 
notices/newsletters through the app are also automatically 
loaded on our website. 

Stay Connected with us Planned absences

The Importance of Attendance

Regular attendance is vital for your child’s learning, 
well-being, and building strong routines.

A gentle reminder:

● If you need to plan an absence, please notify 
us in advance.

● Email the Deputy Principal Emma McKeown, 
emmam@pap-west.school.nz 

● Absences longer than one week, especially for 
holidays, are unlikely to be approved. Under 
Ministry of Education guidelines, extended 
absences may result in your child being 
removed from our roll.

Let’s work together to prioritize attendance and set 
our students up for success.

Traffic at the School Gate

Skool-loop is our main app we use for communication 
(all notices/newsletters through the app are also 
automatically loaded on our website. 

We use Seesaw - for a more direct contact with your 
child’s teacher. You can access this via app or website.

Facebook 
Follow us on facebook! We’ll be using this platform to share 
some of our tamariki’s learning experiences as well as  some 
ke

Our Drop Off Zone must be a 
space for our tamariki 

Facebook 
Follow us on facebook! We’ll be 
using this platform to share some of 
our tamariki’s learning experiences.

Your Contact Information

If you have moved or changed phone 
numbers over the holiday, please contact your 
child’s teacher or the school office so that we 
can update your information. It is imperative 
that this is up to date so that we can be in 
touch if there are any concerns, celebrations 
or emergencies. 

The drop off zone is closed from 1:45 pm each day. 
You can’t park in this area to pick up your children. 

When dropping off your child in the morning please 
make sure you move all the way up - this really helps 
with traffic and keeping students safe also! 

A reminder that we have plenty of off street parking on 
Hillcrest road as well as at the Panthers carpark.

School gates open at 8:15 am. Please do not drop 

children off earlier as there is no supervision. Students 

must also be picked up by 3:10 pm.

We kindly ask families to limit early pick-ups during the 

day to avoid disrupting learning- this includes for siblings 

of Aorere students who finish on a Wednesday & Friday! 

Belinda McVeigh, who you know supports with 

enrolment and attendance across the school  continues 

to support with these matters.

Thank you for your cooperation!

Drop off/pick ups Safety reminder


