
Items your child needs to bring to school… 

Only a couple of things- it’s a snack!  

Please try to avoid using gladwrap 
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       Term 2 Inquiry: Science
This term, our focus is Science. We are learning about 

the Living World, particularly ecology and life 

processes.. Our big question is:  Life Under/Around the 

Water – How Does It Take Care of Itself? Students will also take part in fun experiences as they move 

through our school’s inquiry cycle: wonder, explore, search 

further, and take action! We’re excited to see what our 

tamariki learn and discover. Watch this space!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Start  of Term 2
Monday  20 April 

Whakatau 
Monday  20 April 12:30pm 

Class Photos 
Tuesday 21 April - Class & Individual 
Friday 24 April - Siblings 

Zoo Trips
● Y5-6 - Wednesday  22 April
● Y3-4 - Tuesday  28  April
● Y2 - Thursday 30 April
● Y0/1 - Friday  1  May

ANZAC DAY OBSERVED
Monday 27 April - School Closed

HOUSE AWARD CELEBRATION 
Wednesday 29  April - non uniform day for 
winning house

Maths and Literacy Open Morning
Wednesday 6 May

Y5&6 Goat Island Trip
Thursday  7  May

We have many exciting 

learning experiences planned. 

To launch our inquiry all our 

tamariki will be visiting the 

zoo- to get the tamariki 

wondering about how 

different animals adapt to 

their habitats. 



Please try to avoid using gladwrap 

It’s been fantastic to see our regular attendance 
improving and a noticeable drop in the number 
of students who are chronically absent - ka pai! 
Thank you for your ongoing support in making 
school a priority.

As we head into Term 2, we know there can be 
more challenges with seasonal illnesses and 
wetter weather. While we understand these can 
make mornings a bit tougher, every day at 
school really does make a difference. Even on 
rainy days, we’ll make sure your child is warm, 
dry, and well looked after once they arrive.

We truly appreciate your efforts to send your 
child to school whenever possible. Keep up the 
great work - remember, every day counts!

Term 1 attendance 

What an incredibly close race this 
term, with just a few points 
separating our top houses!

A huge congratulations to Tui for your outstanding 
mahi and well-deserved win. You truly brought the 
West Way to life by showing respect for self, others, 
and the environment in everything you do.

Get ready to celebrate, Tui! Wednesday, Week 2 is 
your big day - come dressed in your house shirt or 
in blue!

TERM 1 HOUSE WINNER



What’s on at Break Time - Term 2

At our kura, cultural groups are a valued part of school life—celebrating 
identity, building performance skills, and engaging tamariki in the arts 
through waiata and dance.

By now, students have had the opportunity to try out a group and should 
have made a commitment. The focus this term is on following 
through—attending practices regularly and showing dedication as they 
prepare for performances later in the year.

Each cultural group meets once a week during break time for practice and 
fortnightly during an afternoon block.  Students need to be prepared to 
attend both the break time and class time practices. 

We’re mindful that students also need unstructured time to play and 
recharge, so we encourage tamariki to choose only the groups they can 
realistically commit to. Each extra group adds an extra practice to their 
week, and we want to help them maintain a healthy balance.

Please note, students who do not attend practices consistently may not be 
able to take part in upcoming performances, as it’s important they feel 
confident and ready as part of the group.

A timetable of break time practices is included with this pānui so you can 
help your child remember when their group meets.

Ngā mihi nui for your continued support!

PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES



What’s on at Break Time - Term 2



TERM 1 

Number of weeks 9

Term start & end dates Term starts: Monday 2 February to Thursday 2 April (86 half days)

Public holidays Waitangi Day - Friday 6 February 

School holidays Friday 3rd April - Sun 19th April (includes)
● Good Friday - Friday 3 April 
● Easter Monday 6 April 

TERM 2 

Number of weeks 11

Term start & end dates Term starts: Monday 20 April to Friday 3 July (106 half-days) 

Public holidays/ School 
not open for instruction

ANZAC DAY - observed Monday 27 April
King’s Birthday- Monday 1 June 

School holidays Saturday 4 July- Sunday 19 July 

TERM 3

Number of weeks 10

Term start & end dates Term starts: Monday 20th July to Friday 25th September (100 half-days)

Public holidays None

School holidays Saturday 26 September to Sunday 11 October 

TERM 4

Number of weeks 10

Term start & end dates Monday 12th October to Wednesday 16th December (94 half days) 

Public holidays Labour Day - Monday 26 October

● 386 half days in 2025 
● Ministry of Education to allow for 2 additional teacher only days (date TBC)

2026 dates





Skool-loop is our main app we use for communication 
(all notices/newsletters through the app are also 
automatically loaded on our website. 

Facebook 
Follow us on facebook! We’ll be using this platform to share 
some of our tamariki’s learning experiences.

Your Contact Information

If you have moved or changed phone numbers over the 
holiday, please contact your child’s teacher or the school 
office so that we can update your information. It is 
imperative that this is up to date so that we can be in touch 
if there are any concerns, celebrations or emergencies. 

Stay Connected with us Planned absences

The Importance of Attendance

Regular attendance is vital for your child’s learning and 
well-being. Being at school every day ensures they 
don’t miss out on key learning opportunities and helps 
build strong routines.

A gentle reminder:

● If you need to plan an absence, please notify us 
in advance. 

● Please email or see the Principal or Deputy 
principal (sandyt@pap-west.school.nz or 
emmam@pap-west.school.nz). 

● Requests for absences longer than one week, 
especially for holidays, are unlikely to be 
approved. In line with Ministry of Education 
guidelines, extended absences may result in 
your child being removed from our roll.

Let’s work together to make attendance a priority and 
set our students up for success.

Traffic at the School 
Gate

Skool-loop is our main app we use for communication 
(all notices/newsletters through the app are also 
automatically loaded on our website. 

We use Seesaw - for a more direct contact with your 
child’s teacher. You can access this via app or website.

Facebook 
Follow us on facebook! We’ll be using this platform to share 
some of our tamariki’s learning experiences as well as  some 
key reminders. 

Your Contact Information

If you have moved or changed phone numbers over the 
holiday, please contact your child’s teacher or the school 
office so that we can update your information. It is 
imperative that this is up to date so that we can be in touch 
if there are any concerns, celebrations or emergencies. 

School gates open at 8:15 am. Please do not 

drop children off earlier as there is no 

supervision. Students must also be picked up 

by 3:10 pm.

We kindly ask families to limit early pick-ups 

during the day to avoid disrupting learning- 

this includes for siblings of Aorere students 

who finish on a Wednesday & Friday! Tracy 

Follas, one of our wonderful Learning 

Assistants, will continue to support with 

these matters.

Thank you for your cooperation!

Drop off/pick ups 
Safety reminder

Our Drop Off Zone a safer space for our students 
now.

The drop off zone will be closed from 1:45 pm each 
day. You will not be able to park in this area to pick up 
your children. 

When dropping off your child in the morning please 
make sure you move all the way up - this really helps 
with traffic and keeping students safe also! 

A reminder that we have plenty of off street parking 
on Hillcrest road as well as at the Panthers carpark.

mailto:sandyt@pap-west.school.nz
mailto:emmam@pap-west.school.nz

