
Stationery
It’s important your child has their stationery so that 
they have what they need to participate in class. 
Please look at our website with what you need for 
each year level if you are new to the school. 

Book bag (Y0-3 only)
Students should bring their book bag each day. 

Items your child needs to bring to school… 

Drink bottle
Please ensure that your child has a NAMED drink 
bottle.  In this weather it is important to keep 
hydrated. 

PE Shirts (Y3-6 only) House Teams
You will notice the purchase of a T-shirt is on the 
stationery list, which can be purchased at school 
for $19.50.  

We are working hard to reduce waste at our kura. If 

students bring a snack for their second break, we ask 

that it is zero-waste.

This means:

● Using reusable containers instead of throwaway 

packaging.

● Buying snacks in bulk and packing smaller 

amounts at home.

Students need to bring home any rubbish left over from 

their lunches. This supports our goal to 

‘Be Sustainable’, which we know is important to our 

community. Thank you for helping us with this kaupapa.

       Zero-waste healthy snacks

Some suggestions for zero-waste healthy 
snacks: Fruit

Vegetables e.g. carrot sticks, broccoli, cucumber
Rice crackers 
Mini muffins 
Popcorn 
Small rice dish
A sandwich  
Vegetable crisps 
Trail mix, Nuts and seeds

Snacks that shouldn’t be brought to 
school: 

Snack or large packets of chips
Whole packets of biscuits 
Fruit strings/sticks/roll-ups
Drinks other than water

Only a couple of things- it’s a snack!  

Please try to avoid using gladwrap 
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       Term 2 Inquiry: Science

Last term, we learned about Aotearoa New Zealand 

Histories by exploring the meaning behind place names 

across the country.

This term, our focus is Science. We are learning about 

Earth systems, especially volcanoes. Our big question 

is:  Living with Volcanoes – How did volcanoes shape 

New Zealand?

We have many exciting learning experiences planned. The 

Volcano Van from Auckland Museum will visit our school, 

and all classes will get to meet experts and ask questions. 

We are also going on a trip to Maungakiekie (One Tree Hill) 

to see one of Auckland’s volcanoes and learn more about 

how volcanoes helped shape the land around us.

Students will also take part in fun science experiments as 

they move through our school’s inquiry cycle: wonder, 

explore, search further, and take action!

We’re excited to see what our tamariki learn and discover. 

Watch this space!



Term 1 attendance 
Our daily attendance rate across the 

term was 88%

We're observing a concerning trend of 
higher absenteeism on Fridays. This 

suggests families extending weekends 
which is a pattern we want to stop! 

Every day we have  3%  of our tamariki 

unaccounted for (i.e. they are absent and 
we don’t know why). This means they will 

be regarded as truant. It is most 
appreciated if we know of a child’s absence 

in advance (the best way is to use the 
skool-loop app to inform us of absence).

We want to maintain or even improve our 
attendance during the winter terms. We appreciate 

the improved efforts everyone is making to get their 
children to school.

Please keep this up - wind, rain or shine! We 
understand some life happens, and some things are 
outside of our control but we love our tamariki to be 

at school every day they can- this benefits them 
socially and academically! 

We have seen great success with sending the fortnightly update of student absences so will 
continue this initiative throughout the year. A reminder, if we already have reasons for absences 

listed already you don’t need to reply to us (it’s still good for you to read the email though as a 
way of monitoring your own child’s attendance at school). 

Staffing update

We’re excited to share that Ruth Hickton will be 
opening a new Year 1 class—Rūma 28—at the start of 
Term 2. It’s been a joy to see our reception tamariki 
grow in confidence, and now see many move to a new 
class. We are looking forward to welcoming many new  
learners at the start of the term.  





Reading Together Programme

What is the Reading 
Together Programme?

Child Safety... 
If you are collecting your child 
early, please bring your photo 

identification with you when you 
report to the School office.

The school gates open at 8:15am.  If you are 
unable to pick up your children between 

2.55pm and 3.10pm, please contact SKIDS to 
arrange after school care

(phone 0270107144). 

A Research 
Based 

programme 

Reading Together®   is a 
research-based workshop programme 
which helps parents/whānau to 
provide effective support for their 
children's reading (and thereby also 
supports teachers in their classroom 
programmes).

The programme has been shown to 
raise children's reading achievement 
in a significant and sustained manner, 
and to improve relationships between 
children and parents, and between 
parents and teachers

More information about about the 
programme can be found here.

Term 2 
Workshop Dates:
Start at 3:15 pm

Monday 12 May 2025
Monday 19 May 2025
Monday 26 May 2025
Monday 16 June 2025

Session 1
How to help with reading at home 

1. Introduction - an overview 
2. Your child as a reader - sharing ideas 

and experiences
3. Ways of helping your child with 

reading - explanation, demonstration 
and discussion

4. Finding time to help at home
5. Using libraries

Session 2
How to check the difficulty level of reading 
materials

1. Sharing experiences
2. Finding and using the right material 

with your child
3. Helping your child to read suitable 

material
(please bring your child to this workshop)
Session 3
How to help your children overcome 
problems in their reading

1. Sharing experiences (including books 
enjoyed at home)

2. Ideas about how we read and what 
helps us to read

3. More ways of helping children, 
especially when they cannot recognise 
a word

Session 4
Sharing ideas about reading, giving 
feedback and looking ahead

1. Sharing progress and experiences
2. Other ideas about learning to read

Help your child 
love reading

Quality time 
with your child

Are you interested in 
coming along?

Let us know via the google form  
(click the link) and we email 

closer to first session with the 
venue. 

https://www.readingtogether.net.nz/reading-together.html
https://www.readingtogether.net.nz/reading-together.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmj-viefQ6pkERiVOmY10ySgEVDOoDgnP_dhUOC4YHoAiH8g/viewform?usp=sf_link


What’s on at Break Time - Term 2

At our kura, cultural groups are a valued part of school life—celebrating 
identity, building performance skills, and engaging tamariki in the arts 
through waiata and dance.

By now, students have had the opportunity to try out a group and should 
have made a commitment. The focus this term is on following 
through—attending practices regularly and showing dedication as they 
prepare for performances later in the year.

Each cultural group meets once a week during break time for practice and 
fortnightly during an afternoon block.  Students need to be prepared to 
attend both the break time and class time practices. 

We’re mindful that students also need unstructured time to play and 
recharge, so we encourage tamariki to choose only the groups they can 
realistically commit to. Each extra group adds an extra practice to their 
week, and we want to help them maintain a healthy balance.

Please note, students who do not attend practices consistently may not be 
able to take part in upcoming performances, as it’s important they feel 
confident and ready as part of the group.

A timetable of break time practices is included with this pānui so you can 
help your child remember when their group meets.

Ngā mihi nui for your continued support!

PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES



What’s on at Break Time - Term 2



Skool-loop is our main app we use for communication 
(all notices/newsletters through the app are also 
automatically loaded on our website. 

We use Seesaw - for a more direct contact with your 
child’s teacher. You can access this via app or website.

Facebook 
Follow us on facebook! We’ll be using this platform to share 
some of our tamariki’s learning experiences.

Your Contact Information

If you have moved or changed phone numbers over the 
holiday, please contact your child’s teacher or the school 
office so that we can update your information. It is 
imperative that this is up to date so that we can be in touch 
if there are any concerns, celebrations or emergencies. 

Stay Connected with us Planned absences

The Importance of Attendance

Regular attendance is vital for your child’s learning and 
well-being. Being at school every day ensures they 
don’t miss out on key learning opportunities and helps 
build strong routines.

A gentle reminder:

● If you need to plan an absence, please notify us 
in advance. 

● Please email or see the Principal or Deputy 
principal (sandyt@pap-west.school.nz or 
emmam@pap-west.school.nz). 

● Requests for absences longer than one week, 
especially for holidays, are unlikely to be 
approved. In line with Ministry of Education 
guidelines, extended absences may result in 
your child being removed from our roll.

Let’s work together to make attendance a priority and 
set our students up for success.

Traffic at the School 
Gate

Skool-loop is our main app we use for communication 
(all notices/newsletters through the app are also 
automatically loaded on our website. 

We use Seesaw - for a more direct contact with your 
child’s teacher. You can access this via app or website.

Facebook 
Follow us on facebook! We’ll be using this platform to share 
some of our tamariki’s learning experiences as well as  some 
key reminders. 

Your Contact Information

If you have moved or changed phone numbers over the 
holiday, please contact your child’s teacher or the school 
office so that we can update your information. It is 
imperative that this is up to date so that we can be in touch 
if there are any concerns, celebrations or emergencies. 

School gates open at 8:15 am. Please do not 

drop children off earlier as there is no 

supervision. Students must also be picked up 

by 3:10 pm.

We kindly ask families to limit early pick-ups 

during the day to avoid disrupting learning- 

this includes for siblings of Aorere students 

who finish on a Wednesday & Friday! Tracy 

Follas, one of our wonderful Learning 

Assistants, will continue to support with 

these matters.

Thank you for your cooperation!

Drop off/pick ups 
Safety reminder

Our Drop Off Zone a safer space for our students 
now.

The drop off zone will be closed from 1:45 pm each 
day. You will not be able to park in this area to pick up 
your children. 

When dropping off your child in the morning please 
make sure you move all the way up- this really helps 
with traffic and keeping students safe also! 

A reminder that we have plenty of off street parking 
on Hillcrest road as well as at the Panthers carpark.

mailto:sandyt@pap-west.school.nz
mailto:emmam@pap-west.school.nz


Upcoming events

WEEK FOUR
Mon 19 May - Y5&6 Maungakiekie Trip 
(R5, 6 and Te Puāwaitanga)

Mon 19 May - Reading Together Workshop #2 - 
3pm

Wed 21 May -  R32, 33, 34, 36 Maungakiekie Trip 

Thu 22 May-  Y5/6 Sports Exchange vs Pap North

WEEK THREE
Mon 12 May- Reading Together Parent  

              Workshop  #1 - 3 pm 

Mon 12 May-  Year 5/6  Maungakiekie Trip 
(Te Putiputi, R2,3, 4)

Wed  14  May- R9, 11, 31 & 35   Maungakiekie Trip 

Wed 14 May  - Writers Festival 

Wed 14 May - Samoan Language week Fono 3pm 

Thurs  15  May  -  Year 1  Maungakiekie Trip

Friday  16  May - Pink Shirt Day

WEEK TWO
Mon 5 May- Term 2 Whakatau 12:30 pm

Wed 7 May- Year 4 Maungakiekie Trip

Thurs 8 May- Year 3 Maungakiekie Trip

Thurs 8 May - Y5/6 Sports Exchange vs Kingsford

Fri 9 May - Lockdown training

WEEK ONE
Mon 28 April- First day of Term 2 

Friday 2 May - Kohuora Bioblitz



TERM 1 

Number of weeks 10

Term start & end dates Term starts: Monday 3 February to Friday 11 April (98 half days)

Public holidays Waitangi Day - Thursday 6 February 

School holidays Saturday 12 April -  Sunday 27 April (includes):  
● Good Friday - 18 April 
● Easter Monday 21 April 
● Anzac Day - Friday 25 April 

TERM 2 

Number of weeks 9

Term start & end dates Term starts: Monday 28 April to Friday 27 June (86 half-days) 

Public holidays/ School 
not open for instruction

Teacher only day- Friday 30th May 
King’s Birthday- Monday 2 June 
Matariki- Friday 20 June 

School holidays Saturday 28 June- Sunday 13 July 

TERM 3

Number of weeks 10

Term start & end dates Term starts: Monday 14 July to Friday 19 September (100 half-days)

Public holidays None

School holidays Saturday 20 September to Sunday 5 October 

TERM 4

Number of weeks 11

Term start & end dates Monday 6 October to Tuesday 16 December (102 half days) 

Public holidays Labour Day- Monday 27 October

● 386 half days in 2025 
● Ministry of Education to allow for 1 additional teacher only day in 2025 (DATE TBC) 

2025 dates


