
Talofa lava, Mālō e lelei, Kia ora koutou, Kumusta po, 
Namaste, and a very warm welcome back to everyone. 

I hope you all had a wonderful break and found some time 
to relax, recharge, and enjoy making memories with your 
children and whānau. It's hard to believe we're already into 
Term 3 and beginning the second half of the school year. 

Before anything else, I want to acknowledge our students 
and staff for the fantastic effort they've put in throughout 
the year so far. Our learners continue to work hard in their 
classrooms, while our teachers remain committed to providing engaging, high-quality learning 
opportunities every day. It has been wonderful to see our school values of Truth,  Respect, 
Love,  and  Faith continuing to shine through in the way our students learn, play, and care for 
one another. 

We kicked off the term with a visit from Life  Education. Whaea Leiset spent the week working 
alongside our students, exploring themes of identity, resilience, and how the choices we make 
shape our reputation. It was great to see our tamariki engaging so positively in these sessions, 
and Whaea Leiset commented on what a welcoming and respectful school community St     
Francis is. We sincerely thank her for sharing her time and expertise with us. 

Last Friday we also held our school photo day, which ran smoothly thanks to the cooperation of 
our students and staff. We look forward to seeing the special memories that PhotoLife has    
captured for our families this year. 

This week we have also been enjoying our parent-teacher conferences. These conversations 
are such an important part of supporting each child's learning journey, and I would like to      
sincerely thank all the parents and caregivers who have taken the time to meet with teachers to 
celebrate successes, discuss progress, and set goals for the remainder of the year. Working 
together in partnership gives our tamariki the very best opportunity to thrive. 

Our students have also been busy training each day for our upcoming Cross Country as part of 
their Physical Education programme. It has been fantastic to see them encouraging one another, 
challenging themselves, and building perseverance as they prepare for the event. If you are 
available to lend a hand, we would greatly appreciate some parent volunteers to assist as 
course marshals on our Cross Country Practice Day on Wednesday 12th August at 1:50pm, 
and on our School  Cross  Country on Friday  14th  August  at  1:50pm. Even an hour of your 
time would make a big difference, so if you are able to help, please let the school office know. 
Thank you in advance for supporting our tamariki. 

Winter has certainly made its presence known, so please continue to wrap up warm, take care of 
yourselves, and look out for one another as we make our way through the colder months      
together. 

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support of our school community. We truly appreciate 
the partnership we share with our whānau. 

God bless, and have a wonderful weekend. Christian Ioka (Principal / Tumuaki) 
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