Principal’s Message

St Francis School Newsletter, Friday 31st July, 2026

Talofa lava, Malo e lelei, Kia ora koutou, Kumusta po, | Term 3 Attendance to date
Namaste, and a very warm welcome back to everyone.

| hope you all had a wonderful break and found some time 16%

to relax, recharge, and enjoy making memories with your In class
children and whanau. It's hard to believe we're already into Not in class
Term 3 and beginning the second half of the school year. 84%

Before anything else, | want to acknowledge our students
and staff for the fantastic effort they've put in throughout

the year so far. Our learners continue to work hard in their
classrooms, while our teachers remain committed to providing engaging, high-quality learning
opportunities every day. It has been wonderful to see our school values of Truth, Respect,
Love, and Faith continuing to shine through in the way our students learn, play, and care for
one another.

We kicked off the term with a visit from Life Education. Whaea Leiset spent the week working
alongside our students, exploring themes of identity, resilience, and how the choices we make
shape our reputation. It was great to see our tamariki engaging so positively in these sessions,
and Whaea Leiset commented on what a welcoming and respectful school community St
Francis is. We sincerely thank her for sharing her time and expertise with us.

Last Friday we also held our school photo day, which ran smoothly thanks to the cooperation of
our students and staff. We look forward to seeing the special memories that PhotoLife has
captured for our families this year.

This week we have also been enjoying our parent-teacher conferences. These conversations
are such an important part of supporting each child's learning journey, and | would like to
sincerely thank all the parents and caregivers who have taken the time to meet with teachers to
celebrate successes, discuss progress, and set goals for the remainder of the year. Working
together in partnership gives our tamariki the very best opportunity to thrive.

Our students have also been busy training each day for our upcoming Cross Country as part of
their Physical Education programme. It has been fantastic to see them encouraging one another,
challenging themselves, and building perseverance as they prepare for the event. If you are
available to lend a hand, we would greatly appreciate some parent volunteers to assist as
course marshals on our Cross Country Practice Day on Wednesday 12th August at 1:50pm,
and on our School Cross Country on Friday 14th August at 1:50pm. Even an hour of your
time would make a big difference, so if you are able to help, please let the school office know.
Thank you in advance for supporting our tamariki.

Winter has certainly made its presence known, so please continue to wrap up warm, take care of
yourselves, and look out for one another as we make our way through the colder months
together.

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support of our school community. We truly appreciate
the partnership we share with our whanau.

God bless, and have a wonderful weekend. Christian loka (Principal / Tumuaki)
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING

events and notices:
Board Meeting 6pm

Feast of the Assumption Mass 12pm
Whole School Cross Country 2pm

Cluster Cross Country at Parawai
Crazy Hair Day
School Senior Speech Finals

Last Day of Term 3




| School / Community Notices | | Parish / School Notices |

YOUNG POTTERS - 5 week Course
5 Week Class - Ages 7+
With Amanda Ewing

~’= UNITED MAKERS
=

GALLERY

e

A playful, beginner-friendly pottery
course.

Where kids learn basic hand-
building techniques, texture, and
form while creating functional and
decorative pieces to take home. The
class focuses on creativity,
confidence, and problem-salving in
a supportive environment

No prior experience needed.

All materials provided:
Clay
Taols, brushes, and glazes
Aprons and a snack
Kiln firing
This course supports young people

in becoming creative thinkers and
makers.

Price: $200
Mondays: 3.15 -5 pm
Aug 10th - Sept Tth

BOOK NOW - www.unitedmakers.co.nz

Kia ora parents and coaches!
I'm tracking numbers for our upcoming 3v3 competition for Years 1-8.
Whether your child already has a team or is looking to join one,

REGISTER A FULL TEAM (3-4 PLAYERS):
If you have already organized a team and
have a manager/coach ready, use this link
to register the whole group together:

https://forms.gle/zoQh66u9yM1edocX6

REGISTER AN INDIVIDUAL PLAYER:
If your child wants to play but doesn't have a
team, register them here! | will group individual
players from the same schools/year levels into
(LIVTI]UARE  teams so no one misses out:

PLAYER https://forms.gle/cdGpHh9wkJCt2Pna7

NOTE ON FEES:

To ensure we have enough numbers for each grade to go ahead,
no payment is required right now. Once grades are locked in,
bank details will be emailed directly to team managers and parents. -

LET'S GET THE KIDS OUT ON THE COURT!

If you have any questions, feel free to send
amessage to the page.

Q Where: Thames Gym

@ Time:  Yr1-3 - 3.30-410pm
Yr 4-6 - 415 - 5pm
Yr7-8 - 5.10 - 6pm

Skills and full games. All welcome,
NO experience needed.

Great introduction to basketball and continuing
skills for experienced players.

Any questions please email
adrienehodgson@icloud.com
— ;

Run by our very own |
friendly and caring
Teacher Aide:

Whaea Dayna!

CLUB

Fun activities including
music, dancing and
games! R

Get in quick to
secure your
space!

Please contact:
Whaea Dayna on 0204 041 7652

*Cash payments only

@/’ and
Pastoral+Support

SN We remember all who are mourning, asking
for comfort, strength, and peace in their time of sorrow.

We pray for those in our community who are
ﬁgﬁ suffering or struggling with finances, housing,
(J and isolation. May we, as a community, be the

face and hands of Christ for them all.

If you, or anyone you know, has any
pastoral needs within our community,
please contact Christian loka or Sister Paula.
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‘Servers

Altar Servers for Sunday Mass

Marilyn / Avery /
Miguelle / Ephrita

Luke / Jaren /
Patrick / Sia

S oo
Our Confirmation and
First Communion Candidate

On Sunday 19th July, we celebrated the
Sacraments of Confirmation and
First Holy Communion.

/ We warmly congratulate \
V4 Ny
N7 Jake, Johan, Marcus, Pearce, ‘C\t/

. ¢ Sonya, Olivia, Adrian and Eonharvey *;/

L who received these beautiful gifts of God’s grace-.J

.

May the Holy Spirit continue to guide them

and may they always find strength and joy
in the Eucharist as they grow in faith.
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Dimple / Serah /
Haydon / Ayla y

Thank you for your dedication and service
\\ at the Lord’s altar!

“ ———— CONTACT
. @ 0271485080
‘
@ sharynclark22@gmail.com
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@ SchoolDocs

Policies and Procedures

Our online policy and procedure service for schools

Stay connected .
with our school!

Keep up to date with school news, events
and important notices.

Facebook Page = Search for:
St Francis School Thames

for the latest updates, photos,

Like and follow our ‘ '
celebrations and reminders.

Visit our

Website Find us at:
for information about our school, AN www.stfrancis-thamesschool.org

policies, calendar and more.

&

Go to
k https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/Home/SchoolLogin

Click on the green box
“Search for your school”
top right-hand corner of SchoolDocs page

—_ Start typing
- 0 St Francis School Thames
and then select it from the dropdown list
Enter our community:

Username: stfrancis-thames
Password: mackay




