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Starting school is an exciting and memorable time for our five-year-old students; 
it can also be quite exhausting and sometimes an anxious time for parents. 
 
We hope to give you information to become our partners in education, enabling 
you to understand school procedures to help your child with their routines and 
daily needs. 
 
 

Nau mai, tautī mai ki Te Kura o Ōhinetahi! 
The best playground view in Aotearoa, NZ? Quite possibly! 
 
Tucked at the head of Whakaraupō | Lyttelton Harbour, our ākonga live and 
learn amongst the kererū, the ti kouka and the water.  
 
A warm welcome to you and your whānau as you explore what Te Kura o 
Ōhinetahi | Governors Bay School has on offer as a kura and as a community. 
We invite any pātai | questions and visits to our kura. 
 
Contact Us: 

●​ 03 329 9854 
●​ office@governorsbay.school.nz 
●​ Website: https://governorsbay.school.nz/ 

Haere mai and welcome 

We warmly invite you to come and visit our kura and get a feel for what learning 
and life are like at Ōhinetahi. We are very proud of our kura and community and 
would love to share some of that with you! 
 

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he toa takitini 
We come not with our own strengths but bring with us the gifts, talents and 
strengths of our family, tribe and ancestors.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://governorsbay.school.nz/office@governorsbay.school.nz


 
 

School Values 
We weave these three 

layers through our 
teaching; 

 
★​ Ahau: me (I can make 

a difference) 
 

★​ Kō mātou: me and you, 
we (class/team/school) 

 
★​ Kō tātou: all of us 

(wider community) 
 

Communication 

★​ Fortnightly Newsletter- The Update comes out by email on Mondays and is 
also on our school website 

 
★​ School Website- https://www.governorsbay.school.nz/ 
 
★​ Email- School office manager: rebecca.baynes@governorsbay.school.nz 
 
★​ School App- In your app store, search for “Skool loop nz” and download the 

school App. You can receive push notifications from the school, read our 
newsletter, report an absence and much more. We ask that mum and dad 
download it to their phones. We will use the App to contact school families if 
there is a major emergency. 

 
★​ Catch up with the classroom teacher, Ruth Renwick (Mrs) before or after 

school or make an appointment if you want to discuss your child’s social, 
emotional or academic needs.  

 
 
 

 

https://www.governorsbay.school.nz/
mailto:Rebecca.baynes@governorsbay.school.nz


Reporting student achievement 

 
★​ Term 1 - Whānau connect - Meet the teacher 
 
★​ Term 2 - Mid-year progress reports go home 
 
★​ Term 3 - Whānau connect - reviewing reports, setting goals and general 

3-way communication between parents, teachers and students  
 
★​ Term 4 - Evaluation of goals and student progress 
 
★​ Teachers love to chat and catch up with parents before and after school. 

Please make an appointment directly with them if you wish to discuss 
sensitive issues or learning needs.  

 

Enrolment and Transitioning 

 
This is the special time to move your child from preschool to school.  
 
How to Enrol your child in school 
 
★​ Contact the school: email:office@governorsbay.school.nz or  
      phone (03)329 9854 
 
★​ You are enrolled once you fill out the school enrollment form.  

 
★​ You will need to provide student identification: child’s birth certificate/ 

passport / along with a copy of your vaccination records  
 

★​ You are welcome to book a visit to see the classrooms in action - this can be 
done through the office. 

 
★​ Inform the school early if your child has special needs, allergies, or medical 

conditions, so we can cater for their needs. 
 

 

mailto:office@governorsbay.school.nz


Daily Routines 
 
We are committed to 1 hour of reading, writing and mathematics each day. We 
use an Inquiry model for teaching and learning and plan for integrated 
concept-based learning. 
 
8.30 am – 8.45 am  
                         Arrive at school- students put away lunch box, water bottle,     
                              reading folder and then socialising. 
 
8.50 am ​​ Bell rings for the start of school 
 
9 am  ​ ​ Learning Block 1 
 
10.00 am ​ Morning snack in New Entrant Room 
 
10:15 am   ​ Learning Block 2  
 
11:15 am ​ ​ Play time outside with the whole school - sunhat required 
 
11:30 am ​​ Morning tea - eat 
 
11:45 am  ​ Learning Block 3 
 
12.45 pm ​ Lunch play - sunhat required 
 
1.15 pm ​ ​ Lunchtime - eat  
 
1.30 pm ​ ​ Learning Block 4 
 
3 pm ​ ​ Home-time  
 
 
 
 

After-school care (private provider) can be arranged through  
PROGRAMME MANAGER  -  Sabine Frielink Ph 021 025 47133 

 

 



School Visits 
 
We believe children will have the best possible start at school if they know their 
teacher, their classmates, the learning space and some of the school routines. 
Introducing your child to school gradually enables familiarity with these routines 
and encourages the establishment of relationships with the teacher and other 
students. 
 

How it works at Te kura o Ōhinetahi 
1.​ Visit the Kura  
2.​ Fill in an enrolment form 
3.​ Teacher visits preschool 
4.​ Minimum 2 school visits. 
5.​ See Rebecca (at the office) and purchase uniforms and stationery so your 

child has everything they need ready for their first day! 
 

Options for Starting  School   
 
Students start: 
 

1.​ Recommended: At the start of the following term after their 5th 
birthday, visit the first Monday and Tuesday of the term 8:45 - 11:30 
am (parents, you can choose to stay or leave).    

                                                OR 
2.​ Either on their 5th birthday. Visits start two weeks before their 5th 

birthday. They come for two mornings one week apart, parents stay 
with students 8:45 - 10 am (day to be confirmed), i.e. students visit 
with parents but may be the only visitors.   

                                                            OR 
3.​ Other - please let us know ASAP. Your child may need more time to 

get to know their new classmates, routine and teachers. We are 
happy to provide individual transition plans but need time to do this! 

 
 

★​ In New Zealand, students start school at age 5 but no later than 6 years of 
age.  

 



 
★​ Your child’s teacher will visit your almost five-year-old at their pre-school. 

This allows your preschooler to show us around, say hi to preschool friends, 
find out what they like to do and meet their teachers.  

 
★​ We invite the preschool to come as a group to our Kura 

 
★​ Ideally, we would like your five-year-old to start school on the first day of 

term (after they have turned 5) - we require a minimum of 2 school visits 
within a month of starting. 

 
★​ Their visits would be ideally on the first two days of term -  Monday and 

Tuesday - in full uniform from 8:30 am to 11:10 (morning tea).  
 
★​ For the rest of the first week (or longer if needed), we ask they attend from 

8:30 to 1:35 pm.  
 
★​ We know that students' confidence levels and readiness for school are at 

different age points. Therefore, we are happy to provide individualised 
transition to school procedures if you feel two visits won't be enough. Let us 
know on your enrolment form. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Expectations  

Ready to start school tick-list 
 

​ Hand in a completed enrollment form at 
the office 

 

​ Provide your child with a named sun hat 
for school. 

 

​ Students need a backpack that they can 
carry 

 

​ Buy your child their own lunch box and water bottle. 
 

​ Provide your child with a rain jacket. 
 

​ Pack spare underwear and socks in a plastic bag and keep it in your child’s 
backpack. 

 

​ Label your child’s new uniform and all belongings. 
 

​ Make sure you have the school’s contact details. 
 

​ Ensure the school has your contact details updated as necessary and those 
of a relative or friend in case of emergencies. 

 

​ Be positive and confident about the first day of school with your child. 
 

​ Tie back long hair. 
 

​ Let your child learn to dress themselves for school. 
 

​ School starts at 8.50 am so arrive by 8.40 am. 
 

​ Take photographs to remember this special time! 
 

​ Collect your child at 3 pm or organise after-school care.  
 

​ Start a good home reading and bedtime routine on school days. 
 

​ Remember that settling fully into school can take a few weeks.  

 



House Groups  
The school is divided into four houses: 
 

 Whero (Red) 

 Kahurangi (Blue) 

 Kākāriki (Green) 

 Kōwhai (Yellow) 

 
 
The classes and age levels are mixed across these Houses, and students stay in 
the same House for their time at school. Siblings are placed in the same House. 
House points are awarded regularly for a variety of activities and actions, 
including sports, being helpful, showing initiative and going above and beyond 
as a friend. 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Helpers / Parent Teacher Association (P.T.A) 
 
We need you!  
 
Parent evenings: We value your input - come along and support your students' 
future by being involved in community meetings: consultations, Maori whānau 
connection, curriculum information, new to school hui 
 
The P.T.A. meets monthly to support the school in practical ways of fundraising 
and working bees. 
 
BOT parent representatives are appointed every three years. Our next ballet is 
due in 2028 - keep an eye out for updates in our newsletter.  
 
 
 

 



Get involved! 
 
Your child's school journey is more than their time in the classroom. 
It's also about how their family supports them and participates in school life. 
 
It is more than homework and reading at night. 
 
It is about joining our home and school team and getting involved in the social, 
cultural and sporting life of the school. 

★​ Put your hand up to be a parent volunteer 
★​ Help out at camps 
★​ Be a parent coach 
★​ Help to transport students to sports events. 
★​ Volunteer to put away books 
★​ Volunteer to work in our gardens 
★​ Offer to help out - we don’t have a caretaker, so offer some 

of your time to help get some projects completed on the 
weekends 

 
Frequently Asked Starting School Questions: 
 
How long should I stay with my child on their first full day at school? 
 
The teacher will advise you about when it is best to leave. Some children are 
more focused when they are away from their parents, so it is good if you settle 
them in before the first school bell at 8.50 am. Tell them you are leaving and do 
so in a matter-of-fact way. Governors Bay has a very active open door policy, but 
the prime consideration is always what is best for each child’s learning. 
 
 
Will my child be alone at playtime? 
 
New children are given a buddy who will look after them at playtime. A teacher 
is always on duty, and children are supervised while they are eating. Being a 
small kura, we like to introduce them at our first whole school assembly, held on 
the first day of term and then fortnightly.  
 

 

 



 
What should I do on their first day? 

 
●​ Head to the classroom from 8:30 am onwards. The teacher will be 

delighted to meet you there. 

●​ Bring a packed lunch, play lunch, fruit snack and a drink. 

●​ Arrive on time, anytime between 8.30 am and 8.45 am, in time for the 
8.50 am bell. 

●​ Go to the office after you have settled your child if you need to 
complete any paperwork. 

●​ Arrange to spend some time in the classroom on that first morning. 
Discuss arrangements with your child, for example, who will collect 
them at the end of the day, how long you will stay, and which food to 
eat at morning tea and lunchtime. 

●​ If at any stage you have a question or you are unsure of what to do, 
head to the office and Rebecca (Office manager) or Christine 
(Principal) will be able to assist you. 

●​ When you leave the classroom, do not linger at the door. Leaving your 
child can be hard, but your concerns can cloud your child’s 
enthusiasm. If you are positive about the first day at school, then your 
child will probably be the same. It is rare for children to be upset 
during the transition to school due to the thorough preparation of the 
child by the school and family. 

●​ Celebrate at the end of the day. Make a big fuss and be positive about 
all the things your child did at school.  The tone you set will be the 
tone your child adopts. 

●​ Be enthusiastic about reading. Set up a family time to read. Set up a 
pattern that you can follow through with for the entirety of your child's 
primary school journey. 

 
 
 

If you have any questions at any stage, please don't hesitate to get in touch. 

 



How to get your child ready for school 

In the weeks prior to starting school and throughout the early school years, you can 
help your child by: 

●​ Helping them write their own name 

●​ looking at the various letters in their name 
 

●​ Matching letters from one setting to another 
 

●​ reading and re-reading favourite stories 
 

●​ doing puzzles and making things together 
 

●​ singing and chanting nursery rhymes and songs 
 

●​ looking at road signs, labels on packets and signs in shops 
 

●​ answering their questions and encouraging them to ask questions 
 

●​ reading out recipes, shopping lists and directions 
 

●​ sharing household tasks such as baking, sweeping and laying the table 
 

●​ Putting toys and equipment away after activities are finished 
 

●​ making regular visits to the local library 
 

●​ Name all school clothes and belongings 
 

●​ teaching your child their full name, address and phone number 
 

●​ practising road safety procedures and becoming familiar with the route to 
school 

 

●​ playing games where everyone takes turns. 
 

●​ talking about numbers and recognising numbers, e.g. looking at 
letterboxes, numbers in the supermarket. 

 

●​ counting opportunities, e.g. setting the table and counting out plates and 
forks etc 

 
How to support learning at home visit: MOE Supporting Learning at Home 

 

https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/supporting-learning-home
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