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He waka eke noa: We’re all in this waka together
32 Hillside Drive, Māoribank, UPPER HUTT 5018
Phone (04) 5269-552, 027-5269-552
Email: office@tehaukaretu.school.nz








19 March 2024

Kia ora, Talofa Lava, Mālō e lelei, Kia orana, Namaste, Kumusta,

Nau mai, Haere mai: Welcome to Xeamerrah who has started in Ngā Pōtiki. We are so happy to have you at our kura, and it’s great to see your mum and dad and siblings again!
[image: ]
I have a dream: We had our manuhiri/visitors from Whangarei on Friday from I Have a Dream. Chris Twiss is the CEO in Auckland, Whaea Mo is the Manager of the Navigators from Whangārei, and Whaea Tay is a Navigator in Totara Grove School in Whangārei. We had lots fun on Friday with the team, and they loved spending time here. Thank you to those of you who attended.
Our year 3 and 4 students are able to access the I Have a Dream service with Whaea Maima. The IHAD kids are called Dreamers. The reason for that is because Whaea Maima, the school and whanau team up with the child to work towards their dreams and aspirations. Whaea Maima will remain with your child as a support person right through until the end of secondary school. If you haven’t already signed up with Maima, please feel free to come and have a chat with her to discuss what they can offer you.
[image: Mobile cell phone in cartoon vector style inside red banned icon. Clip Art  Vector illustration. Download a Free Preview or … | Phone, Cell phone, Used mobile  phones]
Cell Phones: As you will already likely know, the government has banned cell phones in schools. Our policy always has been that children do not require cell phones at primary school, but if they do bring one that it should be given to Roseanne at the office, and they can collect it at the end of the day. The Board will have our policy updated by the end of this month. If you would like a copy of this policy, please go to: schooldocs.co.nz and search for our school.

Swimming: Swimming is all over now, except for those students who are in Swimming for Passions Clubs on a Friday. Please check with your child or their teacher to see whether they are in the Swimming Club. However, if your child has been vomiting, they may not swim again until 2 weeks after their last episode. Thank you for your understanding.

[image: Easter Raffle - JustGiving]Easter Raffle:
We have a beautiful Easter raffle now for sale with tickets selling at $2 each. You will receive one book of 5 tickets worth $10 which we would really appreciate you trying to sell to your friends and family members. This is our last efforts to finish raising money for the school pool roof. Please bring your money to your classroom, along with the ticket stubs with a name and contact phone number on the stub. If you would like additional tickets, please let Roseanne or Rachel know.
If anyone has anything they would like to donate to the raffle, please bring to the office. I can tell you that there are already some delicious delights in the raffle, as well as some toys and things that you don’t have to eat! Thank you.

[image: ]Kaupapa mō te wiki/Value for the week:
Akohia/Learning – We are learning to use mahi/working voices. A mahi voice is quiet, and only used when we need to chat with someone about our learning. 
When we surveyed our ākonga/students at the end of last year, one of the things that came out strongly was they liked learning when it was quiet. It’s not easy to do when you’re an energetic learner, but it’s pretty important for getting work done.
[image: Guide to Mystery boxes in eCommerce subscriptions | Appstle]Students who show the values at school regularly will receive a waka card and a golden coin which they post into their house boxes. It looks as though Kereru House is winning so far, with the other three very close behind. I wonder what amazing activity the winning house will get to do? 

Goal Setting: Thank you to those of you who attended Goal Setting last week. For those of you who weren’t able to attend any of the days, please expect a call from your teacher – thank you. 
[image: Princes Risborough Netball Club]
Netball: For anyone who would like to sign their child up for netball this year, please complete the form Whaea Donna gave out, by the 28th March. The cost is $30 which needs to be paid by this date. If you would like another form, please see Whaea Roseanne or Rachel at the office.
Both girls and boys are able to play the game of netball here in Upper Hutt. It’s loads of fun, and great for your fitness. Thank you.

Heads up:
· [image: 16,231 Cartoon Molar Royalty-Free Photos and Stock Images ...]The Bee Healthy Dental Bus will here next week and the week after. Every child in the school will be seen by the Dental nurses. 
· Please remember to sign the “Low Risk Trips” form which gives us permission to take your child on school trips.  See form below. Thank you.
· School Start and Finish & Attendance: Please remember that school begins at 9am and finishes at 3pm. It’s important children are at school every day and on time. However, we would rather children were at school late than not at all. Getting to school by 9am is important for children’s routines. Thank you.
· Absences: If your child is not going to be at school, please advise the office via text on 0275269552, or via the Skool Loop app. Make sure you tell us the reason they are absent.
· New Details: [image: Green Camouflage Cartoon Sunhat, Camouflage, Sun Hat, Hat PNG Transparent  Clipart Image and PSD File for Free Download]If you have a new address or phone number, please let Roseanne know. It’s important that we have your latest contact details in the event of an emergency.
· Potae/Sunhat: Please ensure your child has a wide brimmed sunhat to wear during terms 1 & 4.
· Entry in to and from School: Mornings - drop your child off at the front gate or the back. Our carpark can be quite full and it’s safer to drop your child off at the gate and have them walk in. You do not need to drop them to the office unless they are running late – thank you.
End of the day – 
· Front gates are closed all day from 9am-3.10pm. We will cross children over at the end of the day. Please use the “crossing”. 
· Back gates: There will be two walking bus teachers to walk your children to the intersection of Hillside Drive, Moeraki, and Norana Roads and will be crossed over by the road patrollers. 
· Breakfast Club: Runs 5 days per week from 8 – 9.30am. We require help on a Thursday & Friday. If you would like to volunteer for this job, please advise Roseanne or Rachel at the office. Thank you. [image: Logo
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· Lunches in Schools: We provide lunches each day. The kai will be offered to every child. All children are expected to at least try the kai. 
· Water only: We are a water only school which means children can only drink water while they are at school. We would encourage your child to bring a drink bottle of water each day.
· Assemblies: We hold our weekly celebration Assembly on Fridays at 9am. All whanau are welcome to attend.
· [image: ]School Values – we teach the ākonga/students about these values every day. It would be great if you would be able to speak with your child at the end of each day to find out what they learnt about the values:
· Whakaute/Respect
· Akohia/Learning
· Kotahitanga/Togetherness
· Atawhai/Kindness
· School Policies: Our school policies and procedures can be found at schooldocs.co.nz, username: maoribank and password waka. We would encourage you to check these out as we will ask you to have your say on their review every three years. Our current policies for review are:
· Te Tiriti o Waitangi
· Board Responsibility
· Parent Involvement
· Communicating with Parents
· Community Conduct Expectations
· Documentation and Self-Review
· School Planning and Reporting
· Reporting to Parents on Student Progress and Achievement

· Covid protocols:
Since 2020, Covid protocols have changed a lot. Just letting you know of the Ministry of Health recommendations for keeping each other safe from Covid. The advice is:
· If your child feels unwell, test for covid. 
· If they test positive, they should stay at home and rest for 5 days from the first day they felt unwell. 
· They are likely to continue to test positive for a while after that, but they can still return to school as long as they are feeling well.
· As the government are now not giving covid test kits away, we don’t have any Covid tests left to give you, sorry.
If your child is unwell at all, we will send them home.

Ngā mihi nui
Karen Wellington, 
Kaihautu/Timekeeper on the Waka

Schedule of Events Term 1, 2024
	Week 7 18-22 March
	Student Conference for a selected few, Friday 22nd March

	Week 8 25-29 March
	Good Friday – Easter Holiday

	Week 9 1-5 April
	Easter Monday and Tuesday – Easter Holidays

	Week 10 8-12 April
	Last day of term 1 12th April. Return to school on 29th April.
9th-12th April – Dental Van/Bee Healthy Bus at school.


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Permission Slip – Low Risk Trips
For low risk school trips, we have a blanket permission slip that we ask you to sign at the beginning of each year please. Low risk trips may include travelling on bus or in a vehicle to a local destination, a local walk, sports trips etc. Any trip that is of a higher risk – we will advise you and forward you a separate permission slip to sign e.g. camp. 
I give permission for my child/ren (name)_____________________________________________________
to attend low risk trips throughout 2024. I understand the school will advise us of the trip beforehand, and that all their safety protocols will be followed.
Name of Parent/Caregiver______________________________________________________
Signature of Parent/Caregiver___________________________________________________
Date __________________________
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