
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Term 3 is near finishing after such a busy time for our school community. We 
have seen lots of rich and engaging learning happening throughout the 
school this term. There have been many highlights from Daffodil Day, 
Playhouse Theatre and weekly sports battles across many winter codes. You 
will have noticed property maintenance, muck-in days and SSG events 
making this such a vibrant place to be!  Staffing changes, Farewells, Board 
Elections and Professional Development for teachers. 
 
 Please take time with family and friends to enjoy some quality time together 
over the term break as we gradually move into longer days and warmer 
weather! Term 4 is always an action packed term with Agri Day, Athletics, 
Touch Rugby and plenty of end of year activities! 
 

 
Supporting attendance  
 
Thank you for being supportive as we strive towards reaching the Ministry of 
Education’s goal of 80% of students attending school 90% of the time. I know 
this can be challenging particularly during the winter months. We are 
currently working around 70- 75% for the year to date! Keep supporting us to 
achieve these targets! We appreciate the prompt responses when checking 
student absences. 
 
If you see me at the gate or around the school please stop in for a chat, my 
door is always open to discuss any thoughts you may have regarding your 
child. 

Whakatauki - Mauri tū mauri ora 
An active soul is a healthy soul 
 

                                                                Ngā manaakitanga | Take care   -     Michael Thompson (Principal) 



 
 
School Muck- In | Enviro Leaders Day Barnett Bush 
  
It has been great to see our community, really mucking in over the last week at school to make our school 
looking sharp for the summer months ahead, you will notice more property projects coming up that will 
make us stand out even more! Earlier this term our enviro team visited Barnett’s bush with the South Waikato 
Enviro School’s group to look out natural alternatives for pest eradication - thanks to Jess Forkert for her 
efforts, organisation and enthusiasm with this event. 
 

  

   
 
 Te Wiki o te reo Māori 
 Karawhiua ! Give it a go ~ We have been doing Karakia, Waiata and learning te reo phrases together as a 
school this week to celebrate Māori language week. Awesome to see so many students & staff wearing 
their te reo shirts & hoodies to keep revisiting one of our official languages  - we will be doing some timeless 
Māori games and activities later this week! 
 
 Out of Zone Enrolments - Term 1  2026 
 
ENROLMENT OPPORTUNITIES AT TE WAOTU SCHOOL - TERM 1 2026                           
 
Enrolment at Te Waotu School is governed by an enrolment scheme. 
This year there are four enrolment periods and the last enrolment period of the year covers term 1 next year.  
The Board has determined that there is likely to be a number of places available in various year levels 
throughout the school  
for term 1 2026. 
 
The Board is prepared to receive expressions of interest for students seeking enrolment for term 1 2026. In 
addition to those which it already holds, so long as they reach the school by Monday 10 November, 12pm.   
Forms can be collected from the school office or downloaded from the school website. 
 
If a ballot for out of zone places is required, it will be held on Wednesday 12 November, 3pm.  Parents will be 
informed of the outcome of the ballot in writing within three school days. 
Please phone or email the School Principal - Michael Thompson (07 883 2815) or 
principal@tewaotu.school.nz,  if you have any queries regarding this. 
 
Te Waotu School  
Board of Trustees 

https://tewaotu.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Enrolment-form-as-an-expression-of-interest-2015_1.pdf
mailto:principal@tewaotu.school.nz


 
 
Staffing Update- Ruma Toru and Ruma Wha 
 
Room 3 Teacher Update - Term 4 
 
I wish to congratulate Anne Beal & Sheryl Humphrey who will be co-teaching Room 3 in term four. Anne will 
teach Monday - Thursday, while Sheryl will teach Friday's. We are very fortunate to have two experienced 
teachers to ensure the tamariki have consistency, while receiving high quality classroom programmes for 
the remainder of the year. I know you will take a moment to wish them well for their role coming up when 
you next see them! 
 
Room 5 Teacher Update - Term 4 
 
Inge Wilbers will be on parental leave from term 4 so we have enjoyed opportunities to celebrate her new 
arrival as a staff member, particularly recently. If you see Inge this week please acknowledge her 
contributions to date to school life and wish her and Ria all the best for their parenting journey ahead! 
Jessica Forkert whom you already know will teach in Room 5 this term coming up and we are excited to 
have her with others on a permanent basis! 
 
TE WAOTU SCHOOL PARENT BOARD ELECTION - DECLARATION OF RESULTS 2025 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
COMING UP EVENTS! 
 

●​ Putaruru College Open Day - 18 September 
●​ Last day of term 3 - 19 September 
●​ First day of term 4 - 6 October 
●​ Te Waotu School Agri Day -  9 October 
●​ Group Day - 15 October (Lichfield) 
●​ National Shake Out - 16 October 
●​ Strike Day - 23 October 
●​ Labour Day - 27 October 
●​ School Athletics Day - 5 November 
●​ Interschool Athletics Day - 18 November 
●​ Music in Schools - Student Showcase 10 December 11:30am 
●​ Last day 17 December ( Prizegiving 11am) 

 

 
 
 
Music lessons use the following link to register interest: https://www.ignitearts.co.nz/registration/ 

 Year 1-2 are encouraged to try the Ignite the Beatz programme which has been 
designed specifically for them.  Each term the student gets to try two new 
instruments.  At the end of the programme, the students would have had a good 
feel for a variety of instruments, and this should give them an indication of which 
particular instrument they would like to continue with.   

NOHO ORA MAI 
  
Sandra, Sarah Topping, Kirsty, Inge, Anna Blair, Sarah Du Toit, Hildegard, Haylie, Andrea, Jessica Forkert, 
Anne Beal, Becs Vaughan, Debbie Gray, and Michael 

https://www.ignitearts.co.nz/registration/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


