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Guiding Verses
 “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life” Proverbs 4:23 
“For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks” Matthew 12:34 
“Teach a child to choose the right path, and when he is older he will remain upon it” Proverbs 22:6 
Rationale
The goal in this policy is to lay out how we help children grow in godly character, wisdom and virtue. Character formation is not the primary task of teachers. However, it cannot be ignored if we are to teach a child holistically. 
To achieve this goal, teachers need to understand heart motives. This is because all behaviour flows out of what lies in the heart.
It is part of the teachers’ task, with support from SLT, to discern the motivation behind behaviours before coming to conclusions. This will guide an appropriate response to each child. Note that behaviours, both good and bad, can have good or bad motives. 
In that process it is also possible to help children grow in the ability to discern their own hearts; acknowledge their wrongs and seeking to change.
It is our belief that with training, children can grow in the attitudes of heart that honour God. Passages on love and the fruits of the spirit describe such motives and behaviours (1 Corinthians 13, Ephesians 6:1-3, Galatians 5:22-26).
Centrality of the Gospel and the Human Heart
God says in Jeremiah 17:9 that “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?”
The good news is that Jesus came to take the punishment away from us and give us a new heart.
The heart can be described as having four related elements: The mind, emotions, passions and will. 
All hearts may increasingly follow God’s heart so that we have his mind, share his passions, feel his emotions, and exercise his will. 
It must be said that the heart can only truly be changed when God works the power of the gospel. Coming to faith is between God and each child, and not the task of the teacher. 
There is a whole vocabulary of powerful words and concepts around the gospel that we can use by name with the children when needed:
· Sin: Intentional or unintentional actions against God’s righteous standards
· Rebellion: Openly opposed and working against God’s standards
· Justice: Getting what we do deserve
· Confession: Owning up to our sin
· Repentance: Turning away from sin in an opposite direction
· Mercy: Not getting the punishment we deserve
· Grace: Receiving good things that we don’t deserve
· Forgiveness: Something we receive by grace and offer to others by grace
We use the Head, Heart Hands tool to help our children grow in the ability to discern their own hearts and identify any wrong in them. If they can become skilled at discerning their heart motives the hope is they will more quickly confess their wrongs and put things right; thus growing in the character traits of humility, wisdom and virtue. Here are the guiding questions for each stage:
· Head (Facts/Truth): What happened? 
· Heart (Motive): When you did that, what were you feeling? Thinking? Wanting to achieve? What does God’s word say about it (can use the Word here)?
· Hands (Restoration): How can we make this right? What needs to happen now?
Expectations
[bookmark: _Hlk152676241]Students are expected to follow these positive standards:
· Obey authorities without excuse, challenge or delay
· Honour authorities, speaking respectfully at all times
· Demonstrate love one another (1 Corinthians 13)
· Act and speak in a way that is physically and emotionally safe for themselves and peers
· Speak the truth and let no unwholesome talk come from their mouths
· Respect property of school and other students
· Wear uniforms correctly
· Follow the procedures and policies of the school
Procedures for Behaviour Management 
Responses to all behaviours are guided by our colour chart. The Charts are to be visually displayed in primary. Secondary teachers are to use the principles but do not need to have the charts displayed. 
The chart seeks to follow the principles of Scripture in both encouraging good behaviour and using grace and law appropriately when managing misbehaviour. Staff manage each level as per the flow chart.
	Colour
	Scripture
	Key Concept
	Explanation

	YELLOW
	God rewards those who diligently seek him. (Hebrews 11:6)
	Reward good actions shown consistently over time. Link them to the motto and vision.
	God rejoices and delights in those who follow his ways. He is generous in his praise for the faithful, so we want to be as well. This is no bribe. It is acknowledging patterns of positive behaviour over time. 

	GREEN
	His mercies never end, They are new every morning. (Lamentations 3:22-23)
	Each day children need to know they are accepted and loved and have a fresh start
	God is merciful and each day is a new start. Children begin each day here. 

	LIGHT ORANGE
(Level 1)
	The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Psalms 103:8)
	Training children to discern their own hearts, considering their heart motive.
	Level 1 Behaviours (see guide) that may not need a consequence. We use the Head, Heart and Hands model (See Appendix). We aim to give children time and support to learn this process.

	ORANGE
(Level 2)
	If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)
	Using discipline to reinforce Light Orange
	Level 2 Behaviours that will need a consequence managed by the teacher. The behaviour will need recording on the SMS.

	RED 
(Level 3)
	The Lord disciplines those whom He loves. (Hebrews 12:6)
	Using the SLT to support managing more serious behaviours with the motive being love of the child and those effected.
	Level 3 Behaviours that are hindering the safety or learning of others. SLT will lead. Discipline is more serious, and parents are involved. The goal is to win them over to a place of safety. 


 
Secondary Behaviour Contract
Secondary Students will sign that they have read and are committed the Aspirations and Expectations document.
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