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Ashburton Christian School bulletin 

‘To God Alone the Glory’ 
Thursday 18 September 2025   Term 3 No 10 

Principal’s Pānui 
This week we have been looking at Psalm 139 and 

taking time to reflect on God’s design. In verses 13-14 

we read, “For you created my inmost being; you knit 

me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you 

because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 

works are wonderful, I know that full well”. 

There is so much confidence in the words of King 

David. He does not leave any doubt as to where he 

has come from and the marvel of God’s creation. I 

sometimes wonder how often we reflect or even 

comprehend this concept. The challenge I put to our 

secondary students was “what are the implications of 

this knowledge? What does it mean for my sense of 

self-worth, or ideas about who I am?” 

When we know deeply who we are, who designed and 

loves us, it changes our perspective hugely. We are no 

longer reliant on any set of standards that exists in 

our culture; our job or skills/knowledge, body size, 

skin colour, social connections etc. seem insignificant 

when we have the confidence that we were created 

by God. And as King David reminds us, God’s work is 

nothing short of wonderful. 

As we head into the term break, which often takes 

some of the daily pressures off. I encourage you to 

find time to reflect on the Lord’s creation. Share with 

each other our understanding of who God is and ask 

him to open our eyes to view the world and each 

other as he intended. 

May it be a time of deepening connections with God 

and each other. 

Ngā whakapainga (blessings). 

Simon Bisseker 

Tumuaki/Principal 

Notices 
Parent Consultation  
Secondary School parent consultations for Years 7 to 

13 will take place on Wednesday 8 October from 3.30 

to 6.00pm.  Bookings can be made on Skool Loop.  

Check the list below for teacher information. 

 

Year 0-6 Walk Throughs 

When:  Wednesday 8th October 

Time:  Two sessions 3.30-5pm and 5.45 - 7pm 

Who:  Parents and Students 

Where:  Own classrooms 

These are NOT interviews and students need to be at 

the walkthroughs.  This is an opportunity for students 

to guide whānau through their rooms, looking at their 

books and learning that is displayed. 

From the Board 
The election process and voting for our Parent 

Representatives has now been completed and the 

results are: 

Cam Wilson   74 

Limbanazo Kapindula  56 

Joyce Stowell   55 

Sylvia Van den Berg  47 
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Harry Stanway   33 

Janine Lee   32 

Abe Coulter   24 

Pieter Swanepoel  10 

Vuli Bebenisala Meteka  3 

The following are duly elected as our new Parent 

Representatives: Cam Wilson, Limbanazo Kapindula, 

Joyce Stowell, and Sylvia Van den Berg. 

We thank them for their willingness to contribute to 

our school in this way. 

Y11-12 Art Day 
Tuesday 30 September, 9:30-2:30 pm (second week 

of school holidays) exclusively for L1 and 2 Art and 

Photography students will be completing assessment 

work as an Art workshop. Mrs Strijbis will arrive at 

school by 9am and lock up all doors by 3pm before 

returning to Christchurch.  Mrs Strijbis will supply 

lunch for the students. 

Purpose: students will focus on completing work for 

submission in Term 4 and External Moderation of 

Photography process in sketchbooks for 2:2. I will be 

uploading files to our 2025 School Assessment Folder 

while they work on completing folios. 

Art & Technology Expo  
Monday, 13 October, 1:30-3:30 pm Room 19-20 

Exhibition of Y 7-12 Art and Photography (including 

folios) and items from second semester Visual Art & 

Technology classes. Classes will be invited to view in 

the afternoon and parents after school.  

Cluster Athletics Day – Save the Date! 
We are excited to announce that our Cluster Athletics 

Day will be held at Rakaia School on Tuesday, 14 

October (Term 4, Week 2) for all Year 0–8 students. 

More details will be shared closer to the day, but we 

wanted to give families an early heads-up: 

• Transport: Please note that parents will need 

to arrange transport for their children to and 

from Rakaia School, as we will not be using 

public transport. 

• Whānau Welcome: Parents and caregivers 

are warmly invited to join us and cheer on our 

athletes. 

Thank you for marking your calendars—we’re looking 

forward to a fun and active day together. 

Free Trampolines 

We are in the process of removing the tramps from 

our school grounds. There are 2 x frames available 

free to anyone who may be interested. Please contact 

the office. 

Trampoline Update 

Unfortunately these holidays we will be removing the 

much loved and used trampolines off our school site. 

Over the course of the past two years they have been 

subjected to repeated and ongoing vandalism out of 

school hours. We have made the difficult decision to 

remove them as the ongoing costs of replacing the 

mats cannot be maintained. We know this will be 

disappointing for many of our children. 

Missing IT Equipment 

The following items have gone missing from our IT 

department. If your child has accidently brought any 

of these items home, could you please return them to 

school. 

Apple Wireless Mouse 

 

Apple Keyboard  

 

Lost Property 

The lost property bin is located behind the back door 

of the admin building, and you’re welcome to check it 

at any time.  

ACS Netball Fundraiser 

We're excited to share another fundraising 

opportunity with you! Your support would mean a 

lot to us - simply share this information with your 

social media networks, colleagues, and loved ones. 

All funds raised will help with purchasing new 

balls, bibs, bags, as well as attending tournaments. 

https://pepperandme.co.nz 
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Congratulations 

In August Jubilee Siatu’u and Falevalu Semisi 

competed in Tauvaga Tautalaga Ile Gagana Samoa 

F.A.G.A.S.A Aoao 2025.  The Tauvaga Tautalaga is a 

speech competition that was part of the Fa'asilasilaga 

(celebration) for Samoa Language Week in 2025.  The 

theme for 2025 was ‘A well-ground self, is a successful 

self’.  We are excited to announce that both Jubilee 

and Falevalu were placed 1st place in their respective 

age groups – Jubilee Year 5, Falevalu Year 12. 

 

 

This past weekend, 14th September, Tessa Jordaan 

attended Mainland Netball’s Advanced Camp.  In 

order to attend this camp Mainland Netball 

(Canterbury area) have selectors watching throughout 

the netball season, in order to identify talented 

netball players.  From this camp our talent spotting 

panel will select 15 players to attend the National 

Development Camp (NDC), run by NNZ. These 15 

players will then be on the Netball New Zealand 

pathway. 

 

Theo Parker and Toby Bisseker also presented their 

speeches at the Rotary Speech Finals.  

Upcoming Dates 
19 September End of Term 3 

24 September Hakatere Science Fair (select 
students) 

30 September Year 11-12 Art Day 

6 October Start of Term 4 

8 October Walkthroughs/Interviews 

13 October  Art & Technology Expo 

14 October Cluster Athletics 

27 October Labour Day (Public Holiday) 

28-31 October Year 0-4 Swimming (Rooms 7, 6, 5 & 
4) 

29 October Year 11-13 Prizegiving 

31 October Year 11-13 last day at school before 
NCEA exams 

4 November NCEA exams start 
ACS Board Meeting, 7pm 

10-12 
November 

Year 10-12 Tramp 

13 November Teacher Only Day (no school) 

14 November Canterbury Anniversary Day (public 
holiday) 
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