
Education outside of the classroom is a vitally important part of Ohaeawai School. 
Experiences chosen have developed out of the need to give students and whānau experiences that 
many had not experienced before. 
 
During your child’s time at Ohaeawai School, they will have had the opportunity to participate in three 
great adventures. These trips have been happening at Ohaeawai School since the year 2000. These 
have happened each year except in 2021, when COVID limitations meant we were unable to travel. 
These trips, of course, would not be possible without the support of the classroom teachers and our 
whānau who volunteer to help on these excursions.  
 
In odd years, our Year 1 and 2 students travel down to Auckland on buses and visit the Auckland Zoo 
and then spend the night sleeping at Kelly Tarltons. The next day, the team visit Motat before 
travelling back home.  
 
Also in odd years, our Year 3 and 4 students travel to Coopers Beach, where they spend three days 
and two nights at the Coopers Beach Christian Camp. On the way up, the students stop in at 
Whangaroa and experience fishing. The camp offers a confidence course, kayaking and a huge 
waterslide. The children also get time to explore the rocky shore and beaches.  
 
In even years, our Year 5 and 6 students travel to Tongariro National Park for a week-long adventure. 
We have two days of skiing at Mount Ruapehu, involving group lessons on both days, and then we 
practice for the rest of that day.  On the third day, we travel to Waiouru to visit the National Army 
Museum, an indoor rock climbing wall and visit the Tangiwai disaster site and museum in Ohakune. 
Monday and Friday are dedicated to travelling days.  
(We have an abundance of ski jackets and pants that we can lend to students to help keep costs 
down) 
 
As you can imagine, there is a huge cost involved in making all these trips happen. This is why we 
need your help when it comes to fundraising. We ask for a small contribution from whānau 
and work throughout the year to fundraise the shortfall. Some years need a lot more than others, 
hence why we keep busy every year - for the purpose of getting ahead, especially for a ski trip year.  
 

Trip & Year grouping Approx. 
cost 

Cost broken down Student/Adult 
contribution towards  

Zoo Trip - Year 1-2 
(2 days) 

$14,500 Bus $6,600 
Accom, food & 
activities $7900 

Student/adult contribution  
$100 

Coopers Beach Camp Year 
3-4   (3 days) 

$4000 Accom $3000 
Food $1000 

Student/adult contribution  
$50 

Ski trip Year 5-6 
(5 days) 

$42,000 Bus $13,000 
Skiing $80 a day 
Activities $1000 
Accom, $20,000 

Student/adult contribution  
$300 

 
Child / whānau contributions: For safety purposes,  we ask for help from whānau each year. As our 
trips are so popular, we often have many volunteers, and in this case, we complete a ballot as a fair 
way to choose which whānau will be able to participate.  
 



As much as we have tried to keep costs down, we do acknowledge that for many, this is a big ask. 
Many whānau start making weekly payments well in advance of upcoming trips, and Lauren is happy 
to track this for you. Please contact our principal, Michelle Edwards, if you have any questions or 
concerns, as we want to ensure that cost is not a barrier for any of our students to participate.  
 

Our annual fundraisers include (but are not limited to): 
Fun Run or Wheel-a-thon 
Matariki Activity (like buckets up) and hangi sales 
Kaikohe and Districts Cross Country 
Quiz Night  
Golf Tournament 
School Disco’s  
Pizza Lunches 
 
The school can apply to funding agencies such as Pub Charity and Oxford Trust for support, but this 
is not always guaranteed.  

 

 
 


