
 
 

Achievement and Curriculum 

In 2025 Primary schools are: 

• required to implement structured approaches to teaching reading and writing in 
Years 0-3 

• required to use the updated English and the updated Mathematics and Statistics 
curriculum content 

• encouraged to adjust their assessment and reporting to reflect how students 
and are progressing against the new Years 0 to 6 English and Years 0 to 8 maths 
curricula 

• encouraged to implement 20- and 40-week phonics checks for Year 1 students. 

Āria School Curriculum Policy 

PURPOSE Āria School Board will ensure the school curriculum will comply with the 

New Zealand Curriculum and the National Education and Learning Priorities, and that 

the child is at the centre of its implementation, so all students are able to develop their 

knowledge, abilities, self-esteem, confidence, and independence.  

GUIDELINES  

1.  The school curriculum will align with the New Zealand Curriculum. 

• The curriculum is central to the school’s recognition of the Treaty of Waitangi.  
• Key competencies will be integrated throughout the school’s instructional 

programme. 
• The school values as expressed in the Strategic Plan, will be integrated 

throughout the school’s instructional programmes. 

 2.  All students will be provided with effective instructional programmes of education 

in accordance with the National Education and Learning Priorities. 

• We have high aspirations for every student, and support these by partnering 
with whānau and our community to design and deliver education that 
responds to their needs, and sustains their identities, languages, and 
cultures. 

• The needs of all students will be supported, and any barriers to education 
will be identified and reduced, including for Māori and Pacific learners, 
disabled learners, and those with learning support needs. 

• Every student will gain sound foundation skills, including language, literacy, 
and numeracy. 

• Instruction is scaffolded to ensure student success. 
• Students are given opportunities and choices to enable them to develop 

learner agency. 

  



 
 

3. Language, literacy and numeracy are focus areas of the curriculum and are 

prioritised in classroom learning. 

• Annual targets for literacy and/or numeracy are identified in the Annual 
Implementation Plan, in accordance with the goals outlined in the Strategic 
Plan. 

 4.  All other curriculum areas are taught on a school wide basis. 

• The curriculum will include Te Reo Māori at all levels of the school.  
• The curriculum will foster the development of responsible and self-managing 

students. 
• Opportunities are offered to learn in authentic situations across the 

curriculum areas. 

5.  Monitoring and evaluation of student progress will be used to guide planning 

decisions.  

• The school-wide assessment programme is followed. 
• Class-based assessments, including formative assessment, will be used on 

an ongoing basis by teachers. 
• Student self-assessment is encouraged. 
• Student progress will be regularly communicated to parents, caregivers, and 

whānau through learning conversations as required and written reports and 
assessment folders (twice each year). 

 6.  Teachers will be resourced to provide effective instructional programmes.  

• Flexible and adaptive working spaces are provided to encourage 
collaborative teacher practice. 

• Appropriate technology will be available in all areas of the school, including 
a high-quality internet connection (with firewall and filtering protection), 
hardware, and software. 

• All teachers will have access to sufficient classroom resources. 
• Professional learning and development will be provided based on school 

data, goals, and targets. 
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