Aria Primary School

* Newsletter *

TueEsDAY 2"° JUNE 2026 - TERM 2, WEEK 7

Téna Koutou Katoa! Welcome to Week 7 17 Barclay Road
RD 1 ARIA 3979
#* Welcome back to Mrs Voyce... Welcome back to Mrs Voyce. We [\ -5

are very pleased to have her back at school. Below is Mrs Voyce’s 3 EHER
report on her recent trip.

PRINCIPAL NEWS

(07) 877-7857
office@aria.school.nz
Website: www.aria.school.nz

*  Mrs Alcock on leave... will be away this week from Thursday 4"

Principal: Pam Voyce

June, returning on Tuesday 9" June. Please use the school
Messenger page for any communication, as all staff regularly
check this. The school phone will only be checked at break times
and after school. A newsletter will be sent home on Tuesday next
week.

Battle of Crete 1941

85™ Anniversary Commemoration Pilgrimage May 2026

Pete and |, plus our four adult sons were privileged to be part of this
pilgrimage over the past two weeks. Due to the fact that both our dads
fought in the battle it was very important for us to be there, Although
Pete and | attended the 70" anniversary in 2011, now was the time to
pass the information onto our sons, all in their 40s.

Pete’s dad was taken prisoner off the island and spent the following
four years in a German Prisoner of War (POW) camp. My dad was
evacuated from the south coast of the island and continued to fight for
the remainder of the war.

We attended many official services and held several unofficial services
of our own, very similar in format to an ANZAC service in New Zealand.

We visited Commonwealth cemeteries in Athens and at Souda Bay on
Crete. All cemeteries are perfectly maintained with flowering plants by
every headstone. The grass was manicured and all had sea views
creating a scene of beauty and an atmosphere of absolute peace and
tranquillity.

We had a military enthusiast with us whose extensive research helped
us to understand more fully what our relatives and people on all sides
lived through in those 10 intense days of battle during May 1941, those
who went into captivity and others who escaped and evaded capture on
the island for years. Presentations outlined the events that led up to the
invasion, the battle itself and also some of the events after the
evacuation.

Our trip was all we hoped it would be. There were many unplanned
highlights such as a half hour display by the Red Arrows and listening
to our official New Zealand representative Joanna Heslop from
Taranaki, who spoke at all official services. She spoke fluently in
English, Te reo Maori and Greek, then sang her own waiata (previously
an opera singer for 14 years).

Such a talented person and we all felt very proud to be kiwis. We were
all very privileged to have been part of this pilgrimage.

Have a great week, nga mihi Pam Voyce

Board Meetings 2026
Monday 15" June 2026
at 6.30pm - all welcome

Book Fair Week
Monday 8" June to
Friday 12" June

Book Fair
Character Dress Up
Friday 12" June

Orienteering
St Helen’s Domain
Friday 19" June

Science Fair Prizegiving
Held at Aria Hall
Wednesday 1% July

End of Term 2
Friday 3™ July
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