Newsletter 8 May 2026

Kia Ora, Welcome, Hello, Ni hio, Talofa Lava, Hallo, Salut, Namaste, Bonjour, Bula Vinaka, Guten Tag, Shalom,
Cido, H1F &S (Ohayoou), S Ahn Nyeong, Olg, Privet!, Xin Chao, Kia Orana, Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu,
Sat Shari Akal, Melo Ni, Halo Ola Keta, Mauri, Fakaalofa Atu, Salam, Welkom.

Key dates

11 - 15 May

KINDNESS WEEK (Bully-Free NZ Focus)

Tuesday 12 May

Buddy Class Mass at 9am in Parish Church: Rooms 7, 11 and 12

Tuesday 12 May

BOT meeting 7pm in the staffroom

Friday 15 May

Uniquely ME: Wear whatever is comfortable and be your wonderful self!

Tuesday 19 May

Rooms 4, 5, 6 and 7: Zoo Trip

Wednesday 20 May Inter-school Chess Competition Mrs Eagle out with small team
Wednesday 20 May PTFA meeting 7pm in the staffroom
Monday 25 May PENTECOST LITURGY Dress in cultural clothing

Monday 1 June

KING'S BIRTHDAY public holiday

Tuesday 2 June

Staff Only Day - Curriculum Development inservice day

Wednesday 3 June HPPA Hockey field-day HPHC at Lloyd Elsmore
Friday 5 June Yr 5 Trees4Survival planting day Mrs Furivai and Mrs Hancock
Tuesday 16 June HPPA Soccer field day Venue TBC

Wednesday 17 June PTFA meeting 7pm in the staffroom
Tuesday 23 June BOT meeting 7pm in the staffroom
Tuesday 23 June Yr 3-6 Cross-country/Fun-run Details TBC

Friday 26 June

Yr 5 and 6 STARDOME trip

Friday 3 July

Last day of Term 2: PJ day and St Mark's has talent showcase

Next week is also Rotuman Language week which is of special importance to Mrs Furivai and
her family. The 2026 theme is "Af'ak, putua, a'pumua’dk ma rak'ak 'os fdega ma 'os
ag fak Rotuma, la se maoen 'e 'os tore" - Treasure, nurture and teach our Rotuman
language and culture so it may live on through generations.



OUR COMMUNITY: Staff member in the spotlight
Introducing Mrs Rita Furivai - DRS and Teacher of Room 12

Name: Mrs Rita Furivai
Country: Fiji Ethnicity: Rotuman

Family: My husband, Vama, is also a teacher at Sir Keith Park
School in Mangere, so education and community are very much at
the heart of our lives. Together, we’ve been blessed with nine
wonderful children (2 girls and 7 boys), ranging in age from 33
down to 16 - including our youngest, twin boys who certainly keep
life lively! Our family continues to grow, with three precious
grandchildren aged 5, 2, and 1, and we’re eagerly looking forward
to welcoming our fourth grandchild this August.

Celebrating Rotuman Language Week alongside other Rotuman
families across Aotearoa is something deeply meaningful to us.
Through our involvement in the NZ Rotuman Community, we’re
able to keep our language, culture, and traditions alive and thriving
within our family — something we hold very close to our hearts.
Our Catholic faith is another cornerstone of our lives, guiding us
and shaping the way we live, love and support one another each
day.

My Interests: The children I teach quickly learn that I enjoy
singing and dancing, staying active through sports, watching
movies, and most of all, spending quality time with family and
friends.

What I am excited about this year: This year, [ am especially
looking forward to reconnecting with families and building strong
relationships with my students and their whanau. I’'m excited to
explore new and engaging ways to make teaching and learning fun,
meaningful, and inspiring for my children that I teach.

Message the Principal

As we head into a busy winter sporting season, there is plenty happening for our Year 5 and 6
students as they prepare for upcoming HPPA events. I would like to sincerely thank you all
for your ongoing support with trips, activities, transport and encouragement. A special thank
you is extended to our dedicated staff who generously give their time to coach our hockey
and soccer teams, as well as provide additional lunchtime opportunities including Chess Club,
Knitting Club, Dance and Choir. These experiences enrich student wellbeing, build confidence
and foster important connections across our kura. We are truly blessed!

We are also incredibly proud of the success of recent student leadership initiatives —
something I look forward to sharing more about in our next newsletter.

Wishing you all a wonderful Mother's Day weekend.

Tracey Kopua




CELEBRATE KINDNESS WEEK AT HOME

Supporting NZ Bully- Free Week at Home
Next week is Bully-Free NZ Week in NZ. During this week, we will have a special focus on building kindness,

empathy and positive relationships across our school. You can support this important learning at home with
a few simple and meaningful activities:

Try a Kindness Challenge
Create a jar of simple kind acts (e.g., help with chores, include someone, use kind words) and encourage your
child to complete one each day.

¥ Write Thank You Messages
Encourage your child to write or draw a thank you note to a friend, teacher, or family member.

@ share Compliments
At dinner or bedtime, take turns sharing a compliment about each other to build a positive family culture.

EX Watch & Talk Together
Enjoy a family movie such as Wonder, Paddington, or Inside Out, and talk about how characters show

kindness and handle challenges.

#®5 Practise Real-Life Skills
Role-play simple situations (e.g., someone being left out) and discuss how to respond with kindness or seek help.

€% Get Creative
Design a kindness poster or create a “kindness chain” at home by adding a link each time someone shows
kindness.

Build Empathy
Talk about how others might feel in different situations and encourage your child to “walk in someone else’s shoes.”

%¥ Make a Family Kindness Pledge
Create a simple agreement together about using kind words, including others, and helping those in need.

Small, everyday actions can make a big difference.
Thank you for partnering with us to nurture a caring, inclusive school community.

WINTER UNIFORM

Now the weather has cooled, we would like to see all students wearing the correct winter uniform.
Uniforms help create a feeling of oneness and belonging. The St Mark’s uniform is an integral part of our
school’s proud Catholic identity. Please ensure your child wears the correct uniform items to school every
day - this includes socks and shoes. If you require uniform items, you can purchase on-line here:
https://stmarks.nzuniforms.com or at the second-hand uniform shop that is open at these times:
Tuesday: 2.30 - 3.00pm and Friday: 8.30 - 9.00am

If your child requires alternative uniform items due to allergies/ health reasons, please speak to Miss Jess
Robinson, Deputy Principal and SENCO (special needs coordinator).

CHANGE OF SEASONS - ills and chills

Over the past week or so we have experienced a wave of sickness/illness across our school. If your child is
sick they should be kept home until they are well enough to return. If your child is coughing, sneezing and
feeling generally unwell during the school day you will be called to collect your child. As you can appreciate,
colds, flus and viruses are highly contagious and we would like to keep as many of our students and staff
well. Please ensure the school office has up to date contact and emergency contact information.


https://stmarks.nzuniforms.com/catalog/school-uniform-1104558.htmx

MOTHER’S DAY BLESSINGS FROM ST MARK'’S

The best mum anyone could have

I think I have the best mum in the entire universe. Firstly she is kind, caring, unselfish and
loving. Secondly she is an amazing cook, outgoing, energetic and smiling all the time. Thirdly,
she is always there when I need her. She is a multitasker and is great at teaching me. She is
very patient. My mum is second o none at cooking.
My mum takes us on amazing holidays. She is selfless and amazing. She is an amazing skier.
She is extraordinary and never gives up at anything
There are endless reasons why my mum is the best.
Felix G

Who is the best mum any child could ever have?

It’s my mum, who is kind, beautiful and who sprinkles unconditional love over me.
It is certain that my supermum is the most extraordinary person anybody could ever meet.
A great patience is inside of my mum when it comes to dancing.
Positive words always come out of her mouth, even when I’'m being a stubborn donkey.
This woman is second to none; no person can beat her loving personality.
Ten years of constant love that never ends. She is definitely the world’s best mum.
| love her to the moon and back.
PS. MUM, | want you to know that you are my supermum and you are AWESOME!
Annelise B

My Magnificent Mum

You could not compare My mum to any other in the world.
She is the most caring person I've ever met.

If it came to comparing mums my mum would always come on top.
Firstly, my mum would sacrifice herself just for me to have a regular life.
Secondly, there are multiple reasons why | think she is the best mum.

For example she cooks, cleans, is compassionate, supportive and way more things
than | could never imagine.
Without a doubt, personally, | think my mum is the best person ever.
Daniel N

Why my mum is the most marvellows mum

| declare without a doubt that my mum is the world’s best mum. Mum is like bread to a sandwich,
the most important part. All the times my mum has helped me add up to more words than I've said in my
entire life! The amount of things my mum does at once is more than five people could do.

My mum is loyal when she thinks something is not right. She will find a way to put it right. She's not
afraid to tell somebody what she wants to change and what she doesn’t like. My mum always has my back
and talks and comforts me when I'm sad.

My mum motivates me without any barriers. She is also very hard working, doing so many things a
day that | can’t even name all of them. She cleans up after me when | forget.
As you can see now my mum is certainly the top mum out there. There are NO cons about her. |
couldn’t be more proud to be her daughter. I'm so grateful for everything she's done for me.
Quinn H




Special Catholic Character

“Rise up! Roll the rock away now! Rise up!” The term began with our Easter
focus on recognising Jesus, firstly Mary Magdalene at the tomb, the two men
as they walked to Emmaus and then, Thomas with the Disciples, in the Upper
Room. We meet the Risen Jesus through His presence in the Eucharist - in
each other and in the hearts of people who are His Disciples today.

Pope Leo’s Easter message was a strong plea for peace, reminding us that
Easter opens us up to hope that never fails.

Let us continue to pray for each other, as we begin the month of May, in “Blessed are you among
honour of Mary, the Mother of Jesus and our Mother - we pray especially for | yomen, and blest is the fiuit
all mothers, grandmothers and mother figures in our lives. of your womb - Jesus”

Masses: We will join the parish and at times lead Masses for special feast days.
Class Masses will be celebrated at 9am and will take place this Term and in Term 3 as follows:

Week 3: Tuesday Sth May (Class Mass) - Rooms 1, 5 and 6.
Week 4: Tuesday 12th May (Class Mass) - Rooms 7, 11 and 12.
Week 5: Tuesday 19th May (Class Mass) - Rooms 3, 4 and 10.

Week 3: Tuesday 9th June (Class Mass) - Rooms 1, 5 and 6.
Week 4: Tuesday 16th June (Class Mass) - Rooms 7, 11 and 12.
Week 5: Tuesday 23rd June (Class Mass) - Rooms 3, 4 and 10.

Any additional Masses or changes will be communicated accordingly.

Religious Education

Here is an outline of what the children are learning in RE for Term 2.
Whole School Focus:

*Easter

*Feast of St Mark’s

*Month of May - Mary the Mother of Jesus and our Mother
*Feast of the Ascension

*Feast of Pentecost

*Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ

*Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

RE Curriculum - To Tatou Whakapono Our Faith
1) God Te Atua with a focus on the Trinity.
2) Te Rongopai Good News with a focus on Jesus’ life.

Year Levels RE Focus Resources

Whole School | Easter and special Feast Days of the Church Faith Alive Resources
May - in honour of Mary




Mary our Mother, we offer ourselves to your loving care.
Pray for us now and always.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Yrs1&2 *TE ATUA GOD New RE Curriculum - To
(PL 1) Yrs 1 & 2 (PL 1) *Title: God Is Our Creator Tatou Whakapono/ Our
Faith
Yrs3 &4 Yrs 3 & 4 (PL 1-2) * Title: The Trinity And Us
(PL 1-2) The Trinity Gives To us
Fruits And Gifts Of The Holy Spirit
YrsS5&6
(PL 2) Yrs 5 & 6 (PL 2) *Title: Jesus Our Model
Yrs1 &2 *TE RONGOPAI GOOD NEWS
Yrs 1 & 2 (PL 1) *Title: Hehu Karaiti
Yrs3 &4 Yrs 3 & 4 (PL 1-2) *Title: Ways Jesus Shares The Good News
YrsS5&6 Yrs 5 & 6 (PL 2) *Title: God Calls Everyone
Karakia:

Blessings to our children and their whanau!

Mrs R Furivai
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