
 

 

Newsletter 26 May 2026 

Kia Ora, Welcome, Hello, Nǐ hǎo, Talofa Lava, Hallo, Salut, Namaste, Bonjour, Bula Vinaka, Guten Tag, Shalom, 

Ciào, おはよう (Ohayoou), 안녕 Ahn Nyeong, Olá, Privet!, Xin Chào, Kia Orana, Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, 

Sat Shari Akal, Melo Ni, Halo Ola Keta, Mauri, Fakaalofa Atu, Salam, Welkom. 

Key dates     

Monday 1 June KING’S BIRTHDAY public holiday 

Tuesday 2 June Staff Only Day - Curriculum Development inservice day 

Wednesday 3 June   HPPA Hockey field-day HPHC at Lloyd Elsmore 

Tuesday 9 June   Buddy Class Mass - Rooms 1, 5 and 6 9am in the Church 

Wednesday 10 June   Yr 5 Trees4Survival planting day Mrs Furivai 

Tuesday 16 June   HPPA Soccer field day Meadowlands Reserve 

Tuesday 16 June   Buddy Class Mass - Rooms 7, 11 and 12 9am in the Church 

Wednesday 17 June   PTFA meeting 7pm in the staffroom 

Tuesday 23 June   BOT meeting 7pm in the staffroom 

Tuesday 23 June   Yr 4-6 Cross-country/endurance run Details TBC 

Tuesday 23 June   Buddy Class Mass - Rooms 3, 4 and 10 9am in the Church 

Friday 26 June   Yr 5 and 6 STARDOME trip  

Friday 3 July    Last day of Term 2: PJ day and St Mark’s has talent showcase 

  Kapa Haka performing at Real Living Retirement village 

 
Save the Date – St Mark's Has Got Talent!                                                            
We are looking for performers, entertainers and, most importantly, students who are willing to have a go 

and share their talents with our school community. Whether it's singing, dancing, magic, comedy, cultural 
performance, instrumental music, gymnastics, poetry, or something completely unique, we would love to 
see our students shine. Students may enter individually or as part of a group. To ensure everyone has an 
opportunity to perform, items should be no longer than three minutes in duration. As we get closer to the 
event, we will coordinate the performance schedule and collect any music, props or equipment required for 
performances.  This promises to be a wonderful opportunity for students to build confidence, celebrate their 
gifts and support one another in a fun and encouraging environment. Start practising now and save the 
date - we can't wait to discover the amazing talents within our St Mark's community! 

 



Message from the Principal 
Building Community Through Service and Kindness                                                     

One of the greatest joys of working in a Catholic school is witnessing the many ways our students live out 

the Gospel values of service, compassion and love for others. Over the past few weeks, I have been 

reminded that strong communities are not built through grand gestures alone, but through the small, 

everyday choices we make to support, encourage and care for one another. 

Our Tuakana-Teina leadership programme continues to be a wonderful example of this in action. Senior 

students are spending time in junior classrooms, supporting younger learners while developing their own 

confidence, communication skills and leadership capabilities. Whether acting as reading mentors, helping 

with classroom activities or simply being positive role models and "big buddies", our older students are 

living out the Gospel virtue of service in meaningful ways. Behind the scenes, Mrs Eagle has been working 

closely with our PALS, Student Council and Enviro Leaders to strengthen leadership opportunities across 

the school. Through these roles, our Year 5 and 6 students are developing important skills in coaching, 

collaboration, organisation and project management as they oversee initiatives and activities that benefit 

our school community. It has been wonderful to see our students embracing opportunities to lead, 

recognising that leadership is not about status or recognition, but about serving others and making a 

positive difference. 

This spirit of service connected beautifully with our recent Kindness Week. I would like to sincerely thank 

our students, staff, whānau and wider community for embracing the many activities and conversations that 

took place throughout the week. Your support helped reinforce an important message: kindness is a choice. 

Kindness is not something reserved for a special week on the calendar. It is reflected in the smile, the 

encouraging word, the helping hand, the invitation to join in and the countless unseen acts of service that 

help others feel valued, included and cared for. These small actions have a powerful impact and are often 

the foundation of a strong and connected community. 

Creating a school where everyone feels they belong requires all of us to play our part. Authentic inclusion, 

emotional wellbeing and physical safety do not happen by accident. They are built through intentional 

choices, mutual respect and a shared commitment to treating one another with dignity and compassion. As 

a school community, we all have a responsibility to ensure that no one is invisible and that every person 

knows they are seen, valued and loved. 

As a Catholic community, we are called to see Christ in others and to be His hands, feet, eyes and ears in 

the world. Whether through leadership, service or simple acts of kindness, our students continue to show 

us what this looks like in practice. I am incredibly proud of the way they are rising to this challenge and 

helping to create a culture of belonging, connection and joy. Thank you for partnering with us in supporting 

Bully-Free NZ Week and for the many ways you model kindness and service at home and in our community. 

Together, we are building a school where every person can flourish and where the love of Christ is made 

visible through our actions each day. 

 

WE ARE PEOPLE OF PENTECOST 

When Jesus ascended to heaven, the apostles and Mary were 
present in the upper room. “When the day of Pentecost came, 
they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed 
to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them”. Acts 2: 
1- 4. Pentecost is known as the birthday of the church. This is 
because after receiving the power and gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
the apostles went out and preached Jesus’ message to 
everyone - even those who spoke other languages. 



OUR COMMUNITY: Staff member in the spotlight                                                                  
Introducing Mrs Jenny McKenzie - School’s past AP (of 25+years) and part-time teacher 

St.Mark's is like my second family.  
In our changing world nothing is static 
and as a teacher I've always embraced 
new learning. Something I'll always 
treasure is the learning I've had from our 
students and community as they've 
shared their experiences, faith and 
cultures with me. I feel very privileged 
and enriched to have had this sharing 
and learning.  
Out of school, my family is the most 
important thing.  As a family we've 
always enjoyed spending time outdoors 
at beaches, in the bush or snow.  I've 
also greatly enjoyed being able to give 
our Year 5 & 6 students outdoor 
experiences at school camps over many 
years and I'm very grateful that we have 
a principal and BOT who ensure that this 

wonderful opportunity continues.  I always tell the school children to be thankful for what you've got, to 
make the most of it, and give things a go.  This photo above epitomises that: on this particular day there 
wasn't a lot of snow, but enough to give it a go and have fun with a young grandchild. 
 

MAKING MAGICAL MEMORIES AT ST MARK’S​
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