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Kia Ora, Welcome, Hello, Ni hio, Talofa Lava, Hallo, Salut, Namaste, Bonjour, Bula Vinaka, Guten Tag, Shalom,
Cido, H1F &S (Ohayoou), S Ahn Nyeong, Olg, Privet!, Xin Chao, Kia Orana, Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu,
Sat Shari Akal, Melo Ni, Halo Ola Keta, Mauri, Fakaalofa Atu, Salam, Welkom.

Key dates

Wednesday 22 April

PTFA meeting 7pm in the staffroom

Monday 27 April

ANZAC DAY public holiday

Tuesday 5 May

Buddy Class Mass - Rooms 1, 5 and 6 9am in Parish Church

Thursday 7 May Rooms 10 and 11: Zero Waste Zone trip
Friday 8 May Room 12: Zero Waste Zone trip
11 - 15 May KINDNESS WEEK (Bully-Free NZ Focus)

Tuesday 12 May

BOT meeting 7pm in the staffroom

Tuesday 19 May

Rooms 4, 5, 6 and 7: Zoo Trip

Wednesday 20 May

Inter-school Chess Competition Mrs Eagle out with small team

Monday 25 May

PENTECOST LITURGY Dress in cultural clothing

Monday 1 June

KING'S BIRTHDAY public holiday

Tuesday 2 June

Staff Only Day - Curriculum Development inservice day

Wednesday 3 June HPPA Hockey field-day HPHC at Lloyd Elsmore
Friday 5 June Yr 5 Trees4Survival planting day Mrs Furivai and Mrs Hancock
Tuesday 16 June HPPA Soccer field day Venue TBC

Tuesday 23 June BOT meeting 7pm in the staffroom
Tuesday 23 June Yr 3-6 Cross-country/Fun-run Details TBC

Friday 26 June

Yr 5 and 6 STARDOME trip

Friday 3 July

Last day of Term 2: PJ day and St Mark's has talent showcase

A warm St Mark's welcome to new students and their families: Seth (Rm 11),
Shelby (Rm 6), Mia (Rm 5), Amaya (Rm 5), Nikolai (Rm 5), Marrion (Rm 4), Viyom (Rm 4)
and Student teacher, Miss Frankie Scoular (Rm 6)



Message from Tracey Kopua - School Principal

A warm welcome back to Term 2. I hope you all enjoyed a restful break and that the Easter season
brought a sense of renewal, hope and blessing to your homes. Easter reminds us of new beginnings,
and this term offers a wonderful opportunity for our students to continue growing in both faith and
learning.

Terms 2 and 3 are often what we call the "grunt terms” of the school year. With the foundations of
relationships and routines firmly established in Term 1, our teachers now have a deep understanding
of their learners. This allows for a strong, focused emphasis on teaching and learning, ensuring each
student is supported and challenged fo achieve their very best.

Regular attendance at school is essential for this progress. Every day counts, and we ask for your
support in ensuring your child attends school each day unless they are unwell. Consistent attendance
makes a significant difference to learning, confidence and overall wellbeing. As the weather begins to
cool, we also remind students to come prepared for winter. Please ensure the correct uniform is worn
each day, including plain black school shoes and appropriate warm layers.

There is much to look forward to this ferm. Our students will be engaging in a wide range of enriching
opportunities, including winter sports, planned educational trips, class Masses, and prayerful liturgies.
We are also excited to continue hands-on learning through our science kits, enjoy music sessions with
Mrs Carter, and see our Year 5 and 6 students participate in the Otago Maths Competition and the
Wonder Project.

We look forward to a purposeful and rewarding term ahead, working in partnership with you to
support the learning and growth of our tamariki.

OUR COMMUNITY: Staff member in the spotlight
Introducing Mrs Ushanthi Leaver - Teacher of Room 12

Hello, I'm Ushanthi Leaver, a teacher with
15 years of experience under my belt. My
passion lies in literacy.
| was born in Sri Lanka but grew up in
Pakuranga. | had the privilege of attending
St Marks as a student in my childhood
and now as a teacher. | will be in the

classroom Tues-Fri. Mrs Jenny McKenzie
will be in class on Mondays.
Beyond the classroom, | am blessed 1o
have my husband Paul and our son Charlie
who also attends our school.

})‘?g uleaver@stmarks.school.nz Mrg lea\/er




SAFE TRAVEL AROUND OUR SCHOOL/PARISH SITE

We have recently been contacted by a member of the public who raised serious concerns about
unsafe driving behaviours around our school at drop-off and pick-up times. While we understand that
mornings and afternoons can be busy and time-pressured, the safety of our students, whanau and
wider community must always come first.

Reports have included vehicles pulling out into traffic unsafely, making dangerous turns and not
adhering to road rules. These actions place not only our famariki at risk, but also other drivers and
pedestrians in our community.

We ask all parents and caregivers to take extra care when arriving and leaving the school:

e Turn left when exiting the shared driveway between the Real Living Retirement Village and
KFC. Use the nearby roundabout if you need to head tfowards the highway

Please follow all road rules and signage at all times

Avoid unsafe manoeuvres such as U-turns across traffic

Be patient and allow extra time for pick-up

Remain mindful that children may act unpredictably near roads

Ensure all children are in the correct child seats or wearing seatbelts before the vehicle
moves

As a school, we take these concerns seriously and are committed to working together to ensure our
environment is safe for everyone. We appreciate your support in modelling safe, respectful behaviour
and helping protect all members of our community.

SCHOOL DROP OFF

Please note that there is no supervision on-site until 8.30am. While a member of the leadership team
is usually present at the front of the school from 8.25am, students should not be on school grounds
prior to 8.30am unless enrolled in supervised care. We also ask that families do not enter the school
grounds via the side gate near Room 5 and the Uniform Shop before 8.30am.

School officially begins at 8.50am. Dropping your child between 8.30am and 8.45am provides ample
time for them to settle in, connect with friends, and prepare for the day ahead. If you require
supervision before 8.30am, our SKIDS programme is available and provides a safe and structured
environment for students. Thank you for your support in helping us maintain a safe and well-organised
start to each school day.

SAFETY AND WELLBEING

Your child's wellbeing, happiness and safety at school is always our number one priority. No school is
perfect and from time to time your child may talk to you about not feeling happy or safe at school.
We operate a zero-tolerance to bullying policy at St Mark's and pride ourselves on responding swiftly
to any claims of harassment or mean behaviour. We help our students understand the difference
between bullying (intentional, persistent and targeted negative acts to harm others) and mean, or
insensitive behaviour (often reactionary and one-off). We ensure restorative practices are in place so
those impacted can acknowledge any wrong-doing or conflict and work together to restore harmony.
If you have any concerns whatsoever, please contact your child's teacher in the first instance. Urgent
matters should be reported directly to the Principal or Deputy Principal:

Tracey Kopua Principal tkopua@stmarks.school.nz

Jess Robinson Deputy Principal jrobinson@stmarks.school.nz
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PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS WHO ARE SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL
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Why choose us? R svemccininn. 1)
- A Non-Profit Catholic Preschool for Children 2-5
« Fully Certificated and Qualified Teachers
« Large Outdoor Area for Play
and Fantastic Learning Experiences
= Children 2 to 5 yrs Old

Call Abigail 09 5705690 | 0210 506 374 | Open Mon-Fri 8:00am - £:30pm
visit us www.marianecc.co.nz | 19A Sunset View Road, PFanmure 027 2044482

hello@thepropertystylist.nz
EN ROL NOW s heproperysylne
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TOP SALESPERSON

Jessie Lu # 2 Individual Salesperson in Eastern Beaches

Sham Lal #3 Individual Salesperson in Eastern Beaches

§ @ShamlalBarfoot @shamial 8 \Wechat ID: jessleluSa8

w foot.co.nz

JOSAPHATT IP
ANTHONY IP
GABRIELLE IP

Proud to support
St. Marks Catholic School

PO Box 38425, Howick
PH: 272 2383

Dr Prashant Zaveri
Orthodontist & Periodontist

Available af:
Zaveri Orthodontic & Periodontic Cenire

95 Ascot Avenue, Ascot Office Park, -
Ground Floor, Building C, Greenlane, Auckland 1051

PH 529 2592

Kiimanjara Dental Centre

60 Kilimanjaro Drive, Botany Downs, Howick
PH: 534 2664

info@zaveriortho.co.nz

‘offering clear / coloured / gold / invisible (inguc:l)bmm
OR straightening teeth without braces - invisible aligners®

CoolAwnings

Qur products include:
* Fixed and retractable awnings
= Qutdoor blinds = Shade sails

Freephone: 0800 100 266

: Checkout our showroom
| Open Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.00pm
Saturday 10.00am to 1.00pm

{UTTER & BLIND EXPERTS 6 Morrin Road, St Johns, Auckland = P; 09 570 6353

Nick 021 617 483 E: customerservice@coo.lawnings.r:o.nz
www.santafeshutters.co.nz W: www.coolawnings.co.nz



