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WELCOME FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

Kia ora koutou

Welcome to Piopio and to our kura.

Piopio College sits proudly in the Ngāti Maniapoto rohe. The school is 
set in beautiful, parklike surroundings with a strong community feel.

Learning is central to all that we do and we work hard to ensure 
students are prepared for the ever-evolving global environment in 
which they will work and live in. We provide pathways for students
that will engage and challenge them to be the very best that they can 
be. Making the most of our local area we look to ensure that students 
value learning and do so in a supportive and caring environment. 
Learning which is relevant and authentic allows students to bring 
their own experiences into an environment that encourages individual 
learning styles to flourish.

We have a staff who are committed to provide authentic learning 
opportunities. We strive to develop individual learning approaches to 
build on the attributes that students and staff bring with them. Aiming 
high and meeting the aspirations of whānau, students and teachers 
to ensure that student reach their potential is an important goal for 
us all.

We look forward to working with you and welcoming you in to 
the Piopio College whānau as we embark on our learning journey 
together. We are a school with a proud history and look forward to 
seeing you soon.

“Ehara taku toa I te toa takitahi Engari, he toa takitini”
My strength is not as an individual, but as a collective

Ngā mihi nui
Rakesh Govind
Principal

PROSPECTUS 2025
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OUR
COLLEGE
Piopio College is situated in the beautiful 
limestone area of the King Country, in the western 
North Island of New Zealand.

The College is a state co-educational secondary 
school for students in Y7 to Y13. It is a small 
school with between 130-150 students, which 
enables staff and students to get to know one 
another very well.  

We provide a positive, safe, supportive, caring 
family environment which promotes quality 
learning.  

We have a strong focus on meeting the needs 
of individual students. Our small class sizes, well 
qualified staff and support services help us to 
achieve this.

The College is set in a well-developed, multi-
level, park-like environment of 6.5 hectares. A 
raised bank with deciduous shade trees provides 
good spectator viewing for our sports fields.  

There are rugby, football pitches, cricket wickets, 
netball and tennis courts, a 400m athletic track 
and a 25m swimming pool. 

We have modern specialist teaching spaces.
These include the Hallam Learning Centre, two 
science laboratories, a Wharekura, a visual arts 
room, multi-purpose hall/gym, hard and soft 
materials workshops, and a design and visual 
communications space.  

There is a well-stocked library that is open to the 
community as well as the college.

The College provides a quality education. We 
measure this in part, by the number of students 
who:
	 •	 continue their education in tertiary 
		  institutes and universities;
	 • 	 secure employment both in New Zealand 
		  and overseas;
	 • 	 perform well in external examinations, 
		  regional competitions, tests and events;
	 • 	 continue their participation in sport and 
		  cultural activities after leaving school.

We value the support we receive from whānau 
and families, and the wider community.

PIOPIO COLLEGE
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OUR
VISION
Whakaara kia mataara
Aim high

Piopio College is a learning community 
ensuring all learners have equal opportunities 
to a quality education in order to prepare 
them for a rapidly changing world.

Our stimulating curriculum allows students 
to choose their pathway and provides them 
with the necessary skills and knowledge 
to empower them to become successful, 
responsible citizens. 

OUR
MISSION
To work collaboratively to create a dynamic 
learning environment which is the focus and 
pride of our community.

OUR
VALUES

Head Students 2024
Marian Robata (Head Student), Tana Bidois (Head Student), Jaxon 
Bryant (Deputy Head Student), Justin Laimbeer, (Deputy Head 
Student)
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OUR
STAFF

Principal	 Rakesh Govind 
Deputy Principal / Curriculum / Senior School 	 Ben Draper
Deputy Principal / Enrolments / Junior School	 Leigh Anselmi
Assistant Principal / HoF Technology & Art / SENCO	 Lucy Thomas 
HoF P.E. / Principal’s Nominee / Senior Academic Dean	 Gina Draper
HoF Mathematics & Science 	 Alan Ford
HOF Junior School / Homeroom Teacher Year 8	 Ashley Muraahi
Careers Advisor / Mathematics	 Petra White
Homeroom Teacher Year 7	 Mandi Butler
Art / Photography	 Susie McKee
Te Reo Māori	 Mandi Barnsdall
Maori Performing Arts / Kapahaka	 Amai Tahu
Workshop Technology / Design & Visual Communications	 Sandeep Kishore
English	 Jessie-Jo Ball
Physical Education / Health	 Sarah Williams
Agriculture & Horticulture / Gateway	 Lynette Perrett
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SUPPORT
STAFF

BOARD OF
TRUSTEES

The College is governed by a Board of Trustees. 
The Board has overall responsibility for the 
school, including property, personnel, financial 
management, reporting to the Ministry of 
Education and school community, and meeting 
the requirements of the National Administration 
Guidelines. 
 
The Board ensures effective delivery of the 
curriculum, establishes goals, develops and 
reviews policies and monitors performance of 
the staff and of the Principal.

Office Manager / Principal’s Secretary
Alida Baker

Business Manager / Finance Administrator
Nikki Thomas

Gateway & Admin Support / Newsletter / Online 
Communications
Jojo Taitoko

Librarian
Joanne Taitoko

Science Technology / Art Coordinator / Food 
Technology
Noelle Turner

Physical Activities Facilitator
Franky Bourke

Learning Support 

Learning Assistant
Joanne Taitoko
Kelsey Karaka
Lynette Perrett

Structured Literacy Teacher
Hillary Morgan 

Specialist Classroom Teacher & Learning Assistant 
(High Needs)
Tessa Lyon 

Learning Assistant (Behaviour & Learning Support)
Loraine Whitehead
 
Music Tutor (Strings and Guitar)
Isaac Pethybridge

Caretaker / Property                      Cleaning Staff
Carolyn Weinberg                        Jamie Pikia
		                                              Lulu Hussey

BOT
MEMBERS
Chairperson
Shaun Carter

Principal
Rakesh Govind

Staff Representative
Nikki Thomas

Parent Representatives
Doug Burnell
Ripeka Price (Iwi Representative)

Student Trustee
To be appointed

Minute Secretary
Renee Parkes
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OUR
CURRICULUM

In 2025 Piopio College will operate a five day timetable, with five periods of lessons each day.

The College curriculum has been developed from the New Zealand Curriculum. It sets direction for student 
learning in NZ by starting the vision that young people will become confident, connected, actively involved, 
lifelong learners.

The NZ Curriculum sets out values (which are included in the College values), key competencies and learning 
areas that put students at the centre of learning. It also sets high expectations for teachers, encouraging them 
to create a supportive learning environment.

Key Competencies
The New Zealand Curriculum identifies five key competencies:
•  	thinking
•  	using language, symbols and texts
•  	managing self
•  	relating to others
•  	participating and encouraging

People use these competencies to live, learn, work and contribute as active members of their communities. 
More complex than skills, the competencies draw also on knowledge, attitudes, and values in ways that lead 
to action. They are key to learning in every learning area.

Learning Areas
The New Zealand Curriculum specifies eight learning areas:
• 	 English
•  	The Arts
•  	Health and Physical Education
•  	Mathematics and Statistics
•  	Science
•  	Social Sciences
•  	Technology
•  	Learning Languages
 
The learning associated with each area is part of a broad, general 
education in Y7-10, and lays a foundation for later specialisation.
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Years 7-8

OUR
CURRICULUM
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OUR
CURRICULUM

Year 9 - 10
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OUR
CURRICULUM

Year 12
Students in Year 12 have a range of 
possibilities. 
If they are intending to go on to 
further study at University, no 
subject is compulsory although, 
in consultation with their mentor, 
recommendations will be made.
If they completed NCEA L1 in 2022 
(at least 80 credits including 10 
Literacy and 10 Numeracy credits) 
the main qualification they will be 
aiming for in 2025 is NCEA Level 2. 
If they did not complete NCEA L1 in 
2022, they may take a mix of NCEA 
L1 and L2 courses. The aim is to 
complete the L1 qualification and 
work towards completing L2.
The National Certificate of 
Educational Achievement (Level 2) 
requires 80 credits.  
The 80 credits must include:
• 	 60 credits at Level 2 or 
	 higher
• 	 The remaining credits may be 
	 from any level and may include 
	 L1 credits gained last year.
COURSE FEES: Please note that 
some courses have fees for take-
away products. You are expected to 
pay the fees before being given the 
products.

Year 13

There are no compulsory subjects 
at Year 13. However, to achieve the 
University Entrance qualification 
you must take at least three 
University approved subjects.
Year 13’s may have one line 
of Supervised Study if they 
are following an Academic 
(predominately Achievement 
Standards based) course.
We would like to provide taught 
classes in every L3 subject. 
Unfortunately we are a small school 
and we do not have sufficient staff 
to make this possible. 
There are several ways in which we 
enable appropriate learning.
•	 We may enrol students in 

another school that offers the 
subject by video conferencing/
Google Meets

•	 We may enrol student in the 
Correspondence School. They 
work from study booklets 
provided by Te Aho o Te Kura 
Pounamu. Students are able 
to phone their teacher for 
assistance.

•	 Students taught face-to-face 
for part of the week (instead 
of the usual 4 hours) by one 
of our teachers and have 
independent study for the 
remaining time.

COURSE FEES: Please note that 
some courses have fees for take-
away products. You are expected to 
pay the fees before being given the 
products.

Year 11
Students in Year 11 are working 
towards NCEA Level 1. 
Most students will achieve this in 
one year, others may require longer. 
The National Certificate of 
Educational Achievement (Level 1) 
requires 80 credits. 
The 80 credits must include:
•	 10 Literacy credits
•	 10 Numeracy credits
Compulsory subjects include:
•	 English
•	 Mathematics
•	 Science
•	 Physical Education
COURSE FEES: Please note that 
some courses have fees for take-
away products. You are expected to 
pay the fees before being given the 
products.
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Gateway Work Experience Programme
The Gateway Programme is an exciting opportunity for a student to investigate or broaden their future career 
options by integrating school-based learning with structured learning in the workplace. 

Students attend a workplace one day a week for a minimum of 10 weeks, where they gain hands-on practical 
skills, as well as having their learning in the workplace evaluated by their employer. Students work on relevant 
unit standards to contribute to the 20 credits required per student to endorse the MOE funding received.

Students with an excellent attendance record and Level 1 Literacy and Numeracy will be prioritised into this 
programme, based on a successful interview with our Gateway Coordinator.  

Applications are now open for 2025. Please see Lynette Perrett if you are interested.

OUR
CURRICULUM

Secondary Tertiary Partnerships
Up to 11 students will be given the opportunity 
to attend these L2 & L3 campus based courses 
one day a week.

Wintec: Students travel to Hamilton or 
Otorohanga one day a week and have the 
opportunity to undertake a practical course 
and provides sector-related credits required 
to earn a Vocational Pathway Award on their 
NCEA Level 2 and NCEA Level 3 qualifications. 
Students gain specific and practical experience 
and skills in an industry based setting, and 
the opportunity to move directly into a job or 
apprenticeship, or further study, on completion 
of secondary school.

Tana Maguire & Lachlan Lyford - 
finished Fabrication project (Waikato 
Trades Academy)
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OUR
CURRICULUM

Course Options for Senior Students
•  English	 •  Physical Education
•  Te Ao Māori	 •  Outdoor Education
•  Maths	 •  History	
•  General Science	 •  Hospitality
•  Agriculture/Horticultural Science	 •  VIsual Arts
•  Technology	 •  Photography	
       •  Soft Materials (Textiles)	 •  Māori Performing Arts
       •  Hard Materials (Wood)	 •  Biology
       •  Design & Visual Communications (Graphics)	 •  Sports Science & Leadership

Courses via Correspondence
•  Physics
•  Chemistry
•  Music
•  Art History
•  Economics
•  Media Studies
•  Business Studies
•  A Language
•  Geography
•  History
•  Health
•  Tourism
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POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR
4 LEARNING
Piopio College is a PB4L School.

PB4L School-Wide looks at behaviour and learning from a whole-of-
school as well as an individual child perspective. The framework is based 
on international evidence.

The Positive Behaviour for Learning School-Wide framework is helping 
schools build a culture where positive behaviour and learning is a way of 
life.

PB4L School-wide takes the approach that opportunities for 
learning and achievement increase if:
•	 the school environment is positive and supportive
•	 expectations are consistently clear
•	 students are consistently taught desired behaviours
•	 students are consistently acknowledged for desired behaviours 
    and undesirable behaviours are responded to in a fair and equitable way.

Our Piopio College Values are M.A.N.A:
•	 Manaakitanga/Respect
•	 Rangatiratanga/Leaders
•	 Whanaunatanga/Connect and Caring
•	 Kotahitanga/United
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Piopio College has a strong sporting tradition with 
teams and individuals gaining provincial and national 
recognition.

The school offers all students a wide variety of sporting 
and recreational activities in which to participate in 
both the summer and winter seasons.

Staff members encourage students to take advantage 
of these opportunities so they can experience and 
benefit from the opportunity to improve fitness, 
motor skills, responsibility and social skills.

There is satisfaction in the achievement that comes 
from being physically and mentally fit, and interacting 
with fellow students in a setting other than the 
classroom. The school sees this participation as key to 
a student developing into a well-rounded individual, 
and it is gratifying to see that such a large number 
of students take advantage of the opportunities 
available to them.

Activities on offer include: ki o rahi, touch, rugby 
7s, swimming, turbo touch, softball, cross-country, 
athletics, ripper, unihoc, rugby, netball, football, 
basketball, squash, equestrian, hockey, volleyball, 
badminton, gym programmes and training.

Piopio College has a gymnasium, access to a 
swimming pool, and access to the equipment in 
the Piopio Recreation Centre and other local sports 
facilities. 

Piopio College attends regional and national 
tournaments, as well as a bi-annual overseas sports 
tour.

Staff members are prepared to put in time and 
energy to student activities. We encourage parents 
to be involved and gratefully accept assistance with 
coaching, transport and fundraising.  

OUR
SPORTS
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MUSIC &
CULTURE

Music

The College is part of the Itinerant Programme. Each week Isaac Pethybridge (guitar, violin and other stringed 
instruments) works with small groups of students from beginners to skilled players.

There is a strong emphasis on performing publicly, either as individuals or as part of the group.  

The College holds a performance day in the third or fourth term.

Kapa Haka

Piopio College students have excelled and are passionate about the knowledge, skills and expertise that are 
being provided for their benefit.  

This encompasses the historical journey 
of themselves as Māori, of the past, 
present and future.

Students prepare for and perform in the 
Maniapoto Secondary Schools’ Kapa 
Haka Festival, known as Waiwaia and 
other local events.  

This is an annual festival started by Piopio 
College more than 30 years ago that sees 
secondary schools in the district come 
together to celebrate the history of the 
district.
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CODE OF
CONDUCT

Piopio College is a friendly and caring place and if ev-
eryone follows our code of conduct, we will help keep 
it that way.

Respect others’ opportunities to learn without in-
terruption
Students and teachers make better progress when they 
are able to learn and teach without being interrupted.

Be courteous, respectful and friendly to each other, 
staff and visitors
Students, staff and visitors enjoy being treated with re-
spect. 

Come to school prepared for learning
Students and staff should arrive on time, fully equipped 
and ready to make the most of each activity’s learning 
opportunities.

Help to keep your school environment safe, clean 
and attractive
Students and staff enjoy working in a safe, attractive 
and healthy environment.

Be proud of your College and its achievements 
Students and staff should dress and act in ways that 
build a good image and maintain the community’s high 
regard for the College.

So be respectful, be safe, be a learner and be proud.

We know that students and staff are following the Col-
lege Code of Conduct in the classroom because stu-
dents follow their teacher’s instructions.
•  Everyone arrives on time
•  There is no eating or chewing in class
•  Students bring the equipment they need
•  Talk is focused on learning
•  There are no putdowns or offensive language
•  Learning is not disrupted by the actions of others.
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Camps/Trips/Outings
All camps/trips/outings will require a permission slip to be signed by the parent/caregiver for each student. 
No student will be allowed to participate without a permission slip.

Enrolment
All new students need to have individual enrolment forms filled out. We are required to sight original birth 
certificates or passports as part of this process. New students that we are expecting for the following year will 
have enrolment forms sent to their parents/caregivers in November. We welcome these being returned as 
soon as possible prior to Orientation Day although we will of course, be happy to receive them on this day as 
well. Students arriving during the year are required to go through Mrs Baker or Ms Taitoko (main office) and 
Mrs Thomas (Finance Officer) to fill in forms, before meeting with a Senior Leader who will then assist with 
subject choices and place them in to a class and vertical form.

Student Wellbeing Services
Dr Bronwyn Campbell holds a student health clinic at the College on Thursday between 9.00am - 11.30am. 
Any student may consult Dr Campbell on any health issues. Parents are welcome to accompany their children. 
Charlotte Jacobs is our Public Health Nurse, and she holds a health clinic on Tuesday 1.00pm - 3.05pm. Joyce 
Sneddon is our Counsellor and is at school on Wednesday 8.30am - 3.00pm. Students should see Mrs Baker 
if they want an appointment to see the doctor, nurse or counsellor. These services are free and confidential.

Whānau
The College is divided into four whare. Students are placed in a whare when they enrol at the College and 
remain with the same group throughout their time here. As far as possible, members of the same immediate 
family will be in the same whare. Each whare is grouped into two Vertical Forms known as whānau  groups of 
about twenty students. Whare compete against each other in sports, such as Athletics and Swimming and in 
some cultural events and quizzes.

Instrumental Music Tuition
Piopio College is a member of the itinerant music scheme. Students have a great opportunity to learn string 
and voice free of charge. A 30-minute group lesson is held once a week during school time. The only cost is 
the hire of your instrument. Piopio College has some instruments for hire. Students pay a deposit which will 
be refunded at the end of the year when the instrument is returned. Details are included on the fees sheet. 
Register your interest with Mrs Noëlle Turner.

Piopio College Facebook page
Piopio College - Te Kura Tuarua o Piopio is our Facebook page where we have events, notices, newsletters and 
photos of our students achievements posted.

Priority Student and Gate Student Programmes
Learning assistance and special programmes are offered where learning difficulties are identified. Lucy Thomas 
is our Special Educational Needs Coordinator. We also offer extra opportunities for our Gifted and Talented 
students. Students are tested regularly and all subjects use running assessment data so priority students can 
be highlighted. Teacher Aides work with those students.
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USEFUL
INFORMATION

Stationery
Stationery packages are available for Years 7 & 8 to purchase, however stationery lists are mailed to each stu-
dent before the start of the school year. We encourage you to shop around for the best bargains. The College 
has a limited stock of basic stationery items such as ballpoint pens, pencils, rulers, erasers, exercise books and 
loose leaf refills. Students  may  purchase  these items at interval or lunchtime from Mrs Baker. Some subjects 
require specialised stationery such as Student Manuals, and the purchase of these items will be coordinated 
by the subject teacher.

Visitors
All parents and visitors to the College are required, on arrival, to report to the main office. We do not allow 
‘social’ visits from friends or acquaintances during school hours. Occasionally we are asked if a student from 
another school can come to Piopio College with one of our students and go to class. For reasons of safety 
and liability we cannot allow this.

Uniform
It is important students are dressed correctly in uniform each day. Most of the uniform can be purchased 
from The Warehouse although we do have some second hand uniform available at the College. Blazers, Col-
lege Sports Hoodies, beanies, bucket hats and caps are sold at the College. (Uniform requirements on pages 
19-22).

Piopio College and 
Recreation Centre 
Partnership
We have had a long-standing 
partnership to use the 
Community Gym as part of 
the physical education and 
sports programme, and the 
newly constructed Fitness 
Zone so that students and 
teachers can access this 
wonderful facility as part 
of the curriculum and co-
curricular programmes. When 
you enrol at the College, your 
parents sign the enrolment 
form and agree to support 
our school by endorsing our 
Code of Conduct. They are 
important for our own safety 
and for other people. 
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OUR
UNIFORM
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OUR
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OUR
UNIFORM
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OUR
UNIFORM
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OUR
SCHOOL
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PIOPIO COLLEGE
TE KURA TUARUA O PIOPIO

18 ARIA ROAD, PIOPIO 3912
07 877 8173

www.piopio.school.nz
admin@piopio.school.nz


