
PIOPIO COLLEGE
TE KURA TUARUA O PIOPIO

W
H

A
K

AARA KIA MATA
A

R
A
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IMPORTANT DATES 
TERM THREE

MON 25 AUG
2026 Senior Course 
Selection Evening

FRI 29 AUG
School Ball

SUN 31 AUG - 
FRI 5 SEP

AIMS Games
(Juniors)

MON 15 - THU 18 SEP
ROLLING STRIKES
(Rostering home)
MON 15 - Year 12 & 13

TUE 16 - Year 11
WED 17 - Year 10
THU 18 - Year 9

THU 11 - FRI 19 SEP
Senior 

Japan Trip

THU 18 SEP
Maniapoto Kapa haka 

Festival

FRI 19 SEP
LAST DAY OF TERM 3

JOHN BOE CUP
CHAMPIONS 2025 
PIOPIO COLLEGE U16 RUGBY

History was made this weekend as 
the Piopio College U16 Rugby boys 
stormed to victory in the John Boe 
Cup, crowned champions of the 
Waikato Secondary Schools U16 
competition for 2025!

In a pulsating final, the team 
showed grit, skill, and relentless 
determination, running away 39 – 
25 winners against a determined 
Hamilton Boys’ High School side. 
The match was a true spectacle – 
a battle of wills, of heart, and of 
unshakable belief in each other.

Captain Courageous – Hunter 
Rogers led from the front for 
the full 70 minutes, inspiring his 
teammates with a fearless work 
rate and unbreakable commitment. 
Keanu Edkins was ice-cool under 
pressure, slotting 4 from 5 with the 
boot and keeping the scoreboard 
ticking over.

From the very first whistle, the 
Piopio forward pack laid down a 
marker, dominating the set piece 
and muscling up in contact. Their 
physicality created the perfect 
platform for our backs to play 
with freedom and flair. Credit to 
Hamilton Boys’ High – they fought 
hard, used the corners smartly, and 
mauled their way to 5 well-earned 
tries. But this Piopio side would 
not be denied.

This win is more than a scoreline. 
It’s the reward for months of hard 
work,  wet-weather trainings, and 
the bond built between players, 
coaches, and supporters. It’s a 
testament to the power of unity, 
determination, and pride in 
wearing the red, white and black of 
Piopio College.

Continued Pg 2

Please see facebook for Mr 
Draper’s weekly Principal’s 

news video
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To the parents and whānau – thank you for your unwavering 
support, sideline cheers, and the kai at our home games. To 
Piopio College, thank you for backing this team and giving us the 
platform to succeed. To the Management & Coaching Staff, your 
belief, guidance, and endless hours behind the scenes have made 
this possible.

2025 will be remembered as the year the Piopio U16s lifted the 
John Boe Cup – and we did it together!!!

Student Wellbeing Services
Dr Bronwyn Campbell holds a student health clinic at the College on Thursday between 9.00am - 11.00am. 

Any student may consult Dr Campbell on any health issues. Parents are welcome to accompany their children. 

Charlotte Jacobs is our Public Health Nurse, and she holds a health clinic on Monday 12.30pm - 3.00pm. 

Students should see Mrs Baker if they want an appointment to see the doctor or nurse. These services are 
free and confidential.

Last Friday, 8th August, Piopio College proudly sent one determined team to compete in the King 
Country Secondary Schools Badminton Championships — and what a day it was!

Our talented team of Putiputi Barnsdall, Heath Cody, Miriama Newton, and Ryshard Tapara battled 
through the round robin and finals, dropping only two games the entire day. Their incredible 

consistency, skill, and teamwork earned them 
the title of King Country Badminton Junior 
Champions for 2025! 

Not only did they bring home the championship, 
but they also showcased excellence, respect, and 
top sportsmanship to each of their opponents — 
a true reflection of Piopio College values both on 
and off the court.

A huge thank you to the parents who came along 
to support, cheer, and encourage our players. 
Your presence makes a world of difference. 

And of course, ngā mihi nui to Piopio College 
for enabling our students to participate in 
opportunities like these, where they can 
represent our kura and community with pride

King Country Badminton Junior Champions 2025



Every Monday
8.00am to 8.30am

at the Canteen

We are excited to welcome a special new member to our 
Agriculture Department – name still to be decided: Snowy or Salt! 
This adorable Wiltshire lamb has joined us after needing to be 
removed from its mum due to an over-shot jaw.
Since arriving, our little lamb has been lapping up all the attention 
from staff and students alike. The experience is giving everyone a 
chance to learn more about different sheep breeds in New Zealand 
and to gain hands-on skills in animal care.
Caring for our lamb isn’t just about feeding and cuddles – it’s also 
building confidence, knowledge, and empathy for animals. Whether 
you’re an Agriculture enthusiast or simply love cute animals, our 
new arrival is sure to bring a smile to your face.

Snowy or Salt?

HEAD STUDENTS 2026
Believe it or not, it is that time of the year 

again when we look to select our Head 
Students for 2026. 

This is an amazing opportunity for students 
to develop their leadership skills, represent 
the school, and make a difference for their 

peers.

Below is an outline of the process

(Wk 6) Mon 18 Aug - Mrs Thomas will meet 
with ALL Year 12 students to explain the 

process and answer any questions

(Wk 7) Mon 25 Aug - Candidates will give 
their speeches at assembly to the student 

body (Voting by students and staff will take 
place after the speeches)

(Wk 8) Mon 1 Sep - Interviews with 
shortlisted candidates

(Wk 1) Term 4 - Final decision will be made 
(Announcemnet will be made at 

Senior Prize giving)
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2026 COURSE SELECTION INTERVIEWS
Monday 25 August
3.30pm - 5.30pm

At Piopio College, we are all about supporting students to reach their full potential and make 
informed choices for their future. Week 9, on Monday the 25th of August, is our very important 
Course Confirmation Evening for Year 10–12 course selection. Here’s how it will work: you will 
book a 15-minute session (between 3:30–5:30 pm) with a mentor to go through your course 
selections.

We encourage every student and their whānau to attend and book a meeting to confirm courses 
for 2026. This ensures that each student is selecting the right courses to support their future 
career pathways. If you cannot make it, please email and arrange another suitable day/time to 
speak or meet

Please email Jojo - jjtaitoko@piopio.school.nz to schedule a time.

Technology Hard Materials English Outdoor Recreation
Te Ao Māori P.E.geographygeography
Hospitality

Science
Mathsliteracy

History Visual Artsnumeracy

Health

MOCK EXAMS TIMETABLE
Week 9 is fast approaching — time for the next round of Common Assessment Activities (CAA) Exams & 
NCEA Senior Mock Exams. 

Why are Mock Exams Important?
Mock exams help students prepare for final exams and can be used for a derived grade if you/they miss 
the real ones due to illness or other justified reasons.

A quick reminder to students: This is an important time to prepare for your exams. Make sure you’re 
reviewing your notes, talking with your teachers if you need help, and setting aside time to study both at 
school and at home. Consistent effort now will make a big difference in your confidence and results. Keep 
focused—you’re capable of great things!

There is still time to prepare in your classes and at home! Good luck.

Mon 8th Sep
9am - 12pm 

Mon 8th Sep
12pm - 3pm

Tue 9th Sep
9am - 12pm

Tue 9th Sep
11am - 3pm

Wed 10th Sep
9am - 12pm

Wed 10 Sep
12pm - 3pm

Numeracy 
CAA

Level 3 Math

Level 2 
Business 
Studies

L3 Media 
Studies

Reading CAA

L1-3 English

L1-3 
Photography

Writing CAA   

L1 Commerce

L3 Psychology

L1-3 Te Reo 
Māori

L1 Science

L2-3 Biology
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Wednesday 13th August, two of our 
very own — Siaki Bourke and Ryshard 
Tapara — proudly represented Piopio 
College as part of the Te Kuiti High 
School Junior Boys team in the 2025 
Waitomo Basketball Winter League.

In the Men’s C Grade Final, TKHS 
went head-to-head with Otorohanga 
College Juniors in a thrilling, high-
intensity showdown. The scoreboard 
stayed tight across all four quarters, 
but the Junior Boys dug deep to claim 
a 36–33 victory and secure the Men’s 
C Grade Championship title! 

Siaki and Ryshard were key 
contributors in the win — bringing 
defensive hustle, offensive flair, and 
relentless energy right to the final 
buzzer. Their performance was a shining example of teamwork, determination, and pride in both 
their kura and community.

Huge thanks to the coaches, whānau supporters, and the Waitomo Basketball Association for 
putting on a fantastic Winter Tournament.

Piopio Pride ShinesPiopio Pride Shines – 
Siaki & Ryshard Help TKHS Junior Boys Claim 2025 C Grade 

Basketball Crown!
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14 August 2025 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers  
 
We have been informed by the PPTA of a preliminary notice of strike action starting next week. PPTA union 
members have voted for both a one-day strike followed by rostering home (rolling strikes) this term. 
The intention of this email is to communicate with you as early as possible to allow you to make arrangements for 
the care of your child/children on the proposed days. 
 
The PPTA national executive has set the date for the one day strike as Wednesday 20 August. The Piopio College 
Board has carefully considered the availability of teaching staff, and unfortunately, we cannot provide the normal 
teaching services for any students during the strike action. We ask that you make alternative arrangements for the 
care of your child/children on the day of the strike. 
 
Between 15 September and 18 September 2025, there will be a series of partial strikes. On these days, some year 
levels will be rostered home (see table below). Please make alternative care arrangements for your child/children if 
they are affected. The College will remain open for all other year levels, and students who are not rostered home are 
expected to attend as normal. 

Date Year Groups at home 

Wednesday 20 August  ALL year groups 

Monday 15 September  Years 12 & 13 

Tuesday 16 September  Year 11 

Wednesday 17 September  Year 10 

Thursday 18 September  Year 9 

 

We apologise for any inconvenience that this industrial action will cause for our community. 

 
Ngā mihi 
 
 
Ben Draper 
Principal/Tumuaki 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE
SENIOR PRIZE GIVING
FRIDAY 24 OCTOBER

more details to come



 

 

School Board Election 
Parent Election Results Declaration 

At the close of nominations, as the number of valid nominations was equal to the number of vacancies required to be 
filled, I hereby declare the following duly elected: 

BLAIR ANSELMI 

HINEMOANA MARIANA HIRIAKI 

ANNA PRICE 

RIPEKA PRICE 

RYAN WALTERS 

 

Staff Election Results Declaration 
At the close of nominations, as there was only one valid nomination received, I hereby declare:  MICHELLE 
CARTER duly elected. 

 

Joanne Taitoko 
Returning Officer 

 
 

 

 



Uniform Reminder
We know the weather has been cooler lately, and we appreciate everyone’s efforts to keep to 
our uniform code. Our goal is to create a positive, distraction-free environment where students 
and teachers can focus on learning. 

Thank you for working alongside us — your support makes a real difference for our school 
community.  
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