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From the 

Principal

Ngaa mihi nui
Jodi Hermond
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“Maa te mahi tahi ka ora ai te katoa”

Through working together, everyone succeeds

What a whirlwind of a term it has been!

Our school has been a hive of activity, and there has certainly been no time to relax. 
From our ERO visit, to Calf Club and now our preparations for the school production,
 the term has been full of opportunities for our students to shine.

                 Behind the scenes, we have also been busy collating feedback from our community, staff,  
                 and student surveys. Thank you to everyone who took the time to share their thoughts. Your
                feedback is invaluable and will help guide the direction of our Strategic Plan as we continue   
                 to shape the future of Pukeoware School together.

I am delighted to acknowledge Ms Bush has officially begun her role as Deputy Principal, and I am
equally thrilled to announce that Cassie Bailey has now become a permanent member of the
Pukeoware family. We are incredibly fortunate to have such dedicated and talented staff supporting
our learners every day.

It has been a year filled with change, challenges, achievements and celebrations. Through it all, one
thing has remained constant: Pukeoware School is an amazing place because of its amazing people.
Our students, staff, whaanau and wider community continue to make this school a special place to
learn, grow and belong.

A huge thank you must go to Whaea Sue, who is our Production lead, and who has been working
tirelessly with our lead performers while also helping create many of the production props. I would
also like to thank the parents who have generously given their time to help paint and prepare props,
as well as our talented Year 7 and 8 students who have been contributing their creativity and hard
work. We are looking forward to seeing all of these pieces come together on stage and sharing the
production with our community.

                                  Once the curtain closes on production, it will be time for another highly anticipated
                                   event... the rematch of the Parents vs Students Gaga Ball Challenge! The students
                                 have certainly had plenty of practice and are feeling confident. The question is, can
                                the parents reclaim the title?

If you're free on Friday 4 December at 2:30 p.m., come along and join the fun. We would love to see a
strong parent team ready to take on the challenge. It promises to be an epic showdown!

"Kia ora, Talofa lava, Namaste, and Molweni to all
our school whaanau and families! Welcome to this
week’s newsletter, where we celebrate our students'
recent achievements, showcase classroom projects,
and share upcoming dates for your diary."



Taking Pride in Our School Environment
Over the past 2 terms, we have seen a wonderful positive change around our school
grounds. One of the most noticeable improvements has been the significant
reduction in clothing being left around the playground and school environment.

Many parents and visitors have commented on how much tidier, more welcoming,
and better cared for our school looks. The difference has been noticeable, and it is a
credit to our students.

By taking greater responsibility for their belongings, students are helping create a
school environment that everyone can be proud of. This positive change has also
meant that our caretaker, teachers, and principal are no longer spending hours each
week collecting, sorting and returning clothing left around the grounds. Instead, that
time is being used supporting students and focusing on learning.

This is a great example of how high expectations, personal responsibility, and pride
in our school can lead to positive outcomes for everyone. Thank you to our students
for stepping up and showing respect for their environment, and to our families for
supporting these expectations.

                             Together, we are creating a school community that looks great, feels
                                      welcoming and reflects the pride we have in our school. 🌟

Lost Property

From this 
to this!

And from
this

 to this!



Upcoming 
Events

 Important Dates 

11  November -School Production
th

3  December -Rainbows End Trip
rd

 4  December -Gagaball Rematch

Parents vs Students @ 2:30pm th

10  December -Prize Giving 6pm
th

11  December -Last day School 12pm

finish
th

Please note that the Uniform Shop
operates by appointment only. If you
would like to try on or purchase uniforms,
or have any enquiries, please contact us
to arrange a suitable time.

uniform shop

uniform@pukeoware.school.nz

1- Head Students Leadership Day
3  -Rainbows End Trip (Year 4 and up who
have completed jobs throughout this year)

r d

4  Head Students Leadership Speeches &
Gagaball Rematch Parents vs Students
2:30pm

t h -

7 -Year 8 Dinner & Newsletter
8-Year 8 Dance & House Captain Leadership
Day
9  Meet the Teachert h -

10- Cafe with Principal, House Captain
Speeches & Prizegiving 6pm
11-Last Day of School - finish time 12pm

December

10 - Production Dress Rehearsal
11 - Athletics Group Day
12 - School Production 11am &6pm
13 - Year 7&8 Tech
16 - Franklin Zone Athletics & Year 8
Transition Visit to Waiuku College,
Assembly.
17 - Save Day Zone Athletics & PTA
lunch
23  Newsletterr d -

25- Reunion Meeting 150 years- 6.30 pm
in the staffroom at school 
26- PTA Meeting  6pm
27- Year 7 &8 Tech
30-Assembly

November



PTA

Save the Date - Pukeoware School Twilight Gala 2027 
Our much anticipated Twilight Gala is coming up on Saturday 3 April 2027 from 2.00pm, and we can't wait to
welcome our whole community for an afternoon and evening of fun!
There will be something for everyone, including:

🍔 Delicious food stalls,  🛍 Market stalls,  🎵 Live entertainment,  🎯 Games and activities,  
🎁 Raffles and prizes,  ✨ And plenty more family fun!

White Elephant Donations
Do you have some hidden treasures at home looking for a new owner? We'd love them for our popular White
Elephant Stall! We will begin collecting donations early in the New Year, so please tuck them away safely for
now and hold off bringing anything to school just yet. We'll let everyone know when collection starts.

We're Looking for Helpers and Sponsors
To make our Gala a great success, we're looking for:

Volunteers to help on the day
Local businesses interested in supporting our event
Donations of products, vouchers, services, or merchandise
Businesses keen to be involved in our Naming Rights Sponsor Raffle

Every contribution, big or small, helps make this a fantastic event for our students and community.
Get Involved
To offer your help or find out more:
📧 Grace: gala@pukeoware.school.nz     📞 Antoinette: 021 230 0610
Thank you for supporting our school. We look forward to celebrating together on 3 April 2027!

Pukeoware School PTAPukeoware School PTAPukeoware School PTAPukeoware School PTA

PTA lUNCHES
Hotdogs

Tuesday 17  Novemberth

Your child should have brought home an
order form for Hot Dogs. Please return the
completed form by Thursday 12
November. The PTA has organised a range
of topping options, including cheese and
onion, as well as vegetarian and 
gluten-free hot dog choices.
Don't forget to add a yummy cookie to
your order for an extra treat! 🍪

Next PTA Meeting
‘all   welcome’

Thursday 26  November
6pm  in the school 

th

 staff room



 Awards

Best Student in Assembly

This special award celebrates the student
who shows outstanding assembly manners
by sitting quietly and respectfully
throughout. Each assembly, a different
teacher will select two recipients, and at the
end of the term, all winners will enjoy a
well-deserved treat with Mrs Hermond!

Best Student in Assembly... 

Lachlan Robinson 
Jack Barrett

Manaakitanga Award
For care, kindness and support

Best Class Award
Our best class in assembly award goes to a class that shows
they are working hard and being role models for our school.
This award is given out at assembly and at the end of each
term the most awarded class will get a well deserved treat.

Best Class Award goes to:

principal awards 
Harper Hornell

Bryce Avision

Braxton Berry

Carter Just

Riley Anderson

Mokorau

Drover demonstrated outstanding sportsmanship during Touch
Rugby. He showed great teamwork and selflessness by giving a
teammate the opportunity to score a try, putting the success of the
team ahead of personal achievement. His positive attitude and
encouragement of others made him a valued member of the team,
and which he was awarded the Manakitanga award for
Sportsmanship.



student 
leaders

  head studentshead students  head studentshead students

Beau, Chloee, Chloe

We had a fun filled day with Gumboot Friday on the  6   November.th

Children were invited to wear their gumboots and take part in some exciting games like
 “Capture the Flag” as well as entering our Gumboot Colouring Competition. 
One lucky winner will receive a bag of lollies! Winners will be announced today(Monday 9  Nov)th

We asked for a gold coin donation to support this great cause. We raised just under $200 for this
worthy cause - well done everyone.  All in all everyone had a fantastic day filled with fun and
laughter. 
By Chloee 

Gumboot

At morning tea, the juniors played a game of Capture The Flag - in gumboots of course! Even though it
ended in a draw, everyone had an awesome time. 
At lunch the seniors played. The game was very competitive, but it was also fun to watch. In the end,
the non-bibs team won 6-2.



student 
leaders

House
Captains

On Tuesday, 3 November, Pukeoware School held its annual Athletics Day. It was an exciting and sunny
day, with lots of cheering and support from our whaanau.
There were many events, including high jump, long jump, shot put, discus and sprints. Many of our
students performed exceptionally well and qualified for Group Day on Wednesday, 11 November.

It was awesome to see all the students showing great sportsmanship and enthusiasm. Everyone
cheered each other on and gave their best effort in every event, no matter how challenging it was.
At the end of the day, we held our traditional relay race between the four houses. The race started very
close, but Aroha soon pulled away to take the win for the third year in a row. Kaha finished in 2nd place,
with Mana close behind in 3rd, and Toa in 4th place.
By Beau, Jaxon, and Devon

Kia Kaha, Kia Toa!

Athletics Day

Rainbows End
On the 3rd of December, Year 4 to Year 8 students who have had a job around the school this year, like
being a Peer Mediator, Sports Shed Monitor, or any other school job, will get the chance to go on a trip to
Rainbows End!
This is a special reward for students who have helped out and shown responsibility throughout the year.
It will be an awesome day where we can hang out with our friends, go on lots of rides, and have heaps of
fun.
Make sure you are at school before 8:30am because we will be leaving at around 8:40am. We should be
back at school by about 4:00pm, so don't forget to tell your parents or caregivers what time they need to
pick you up.
Remember to wear you school uniform and to bring the following:

A hat
Sunscreen
Food and a drink
Comfortable shoes for walking around

It would also be a good idea to check the weather and bring a raincoat if it looks like it might rain.
Most importantly, bring a good attitude! Make sure you listen to the teachers, follow the rules, stay with
your group, and be kind and respectful to everyone.
Let's make it a fun, safe and exciting day that everyone will enjoy! 🎢🎡😃      By Zara and Jacob



Pukeoware School has been busy practising for our upcoming school production in Week 5, which
is all about New Zealand legends. Each class has its own scene to perform, and everyone is
working hard to get ready for the big day.
Did you know our school production script was written by Mrs Byrnes? Whaea Sue and our
teachers have added their own creativity and flair along the way too. It's a genuine Pukeoware
original!
The production will be held on Thursday 12 December, with performances at 11:00 a.m. and 6:00
p.m. Entry is by gold coin donation, and children under 5 are free.
We are all excited to share our hard work with our whaanau and wider community, and we look
forward to seeing you there.

By Karthik

Production



Class room

Our big maths focus at the moment is using the
language of chance! We had a lot of fun tossing a
two sided dice and writing down our results and
comparing the data.

Ask us a question about what chance we think
something might happen - see if we can use the
correct language!

Look at the cube snake we made! It went out the
door and into Teina’s and Silas’s bags.
                             Watch out, boys!

Mrs Swinburne has been teaching us about dance -
different kinds of dance from around the world. As a follow

up activity we made these pictures and we all were
challenged to use verbs in our sentence - how did we go?

Here we are working extremely hard on our end of year writing assessment. We are remembering all the
skills we have learnt in writing this year. Pop in anytime to see what we have been doing and read our
MIHARO writing in our books and around the room.

Mokorau



Class room

‎We have been refining our dance moves for our Maui and the
Sun dance for production. You will see us on the stage soon
dancing to the song "You're Welcome!" from the Moana
movie.

In Maths, we have been learning how to count on from the
largest number when solving addition questions.

Ms Wolfgram has begun testing us to see how much we have
learnt in reading this year. She is so proud of our progress.
Here is a group doing choral reading (everyone reads
together at the same time).

Parakau worked hard to train for our Athletics Day. We are
good at cheering on our friends and putting our best effort
into our practices. We tried our hardest on the day and we
are proud of our achievements!

Parakau



Class room Totara
How is it Term 4 already?? 
Totara has had a fantastic start to Term 4 in the classroom. We welcomed Aubree
and Mackenzie to our class whaanau this term.

The class loved our school's Calf Club and being able to show off all our beautiful
art, poem writing and floral art.

We have kicked back into learning mode with our core subjects and we have been
doing a lot of practice for our upcoming production. It is going to be awesome!

Along with the rest of the junior school, we all enjoyed running our athletics 60m
and 100m heat races.

Our end of year assessments have been completed in class and it is very exciting to
observe the progress and achievement that each and every tamariki has achieved so
far this year! 



Notices
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