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Term 4, Week 6, Friday 14th November 2025 

Tēnā koutou whanau 
 
Reporting: Feedback on ‘Open Classrooms’ 
 
This term I had sent a feedback form out to our school families to gain feedback from the parent commu-
nity regarding the ‘Open Classroom’ day we had in term 3, the same day as Showcase. Thank you very 
much to the 27 responses I had (would have liked a few more). It has given the staff and I valuable infor-
mation to plan our assessment schedule for 2026.  
Many said they felt their child was relaxed with the informal setting and 82% said the students were well 
prepared to share their learning and general classroom happenings. 59 % preferred the Open Classroom 
and 41 % liked the student-led conferences. Interestingly a small group in hindsight regretted not making 
a follow up appointment with the teacher if they did not attend. There were many that expressed they like 
the option of both.  
It is noted that when communicating with the community we expressed that people were more than wel-
come to make an appointment if they felt they would like a 1-1 time with the teacher or they could not 
make it on the day. Across the whole school this was only done by one family.  
 
Currently the teachers are being released to carry out assessment and write reports. There has been PAT 
testing for Yr.4 -Yr 8. We are very lucky to have great people we can call on to step into the classrooms 
across the school to release teachers. This week we have had Gemma Hamilton and Pip Francis in the 
school. We very much appreciate their skill and ease with the way they can step into any level of teaching 
and provide a stimulating day of learning for our kids. 
 
At the end of this year you will receive a written report from the class teacher and information for 2026. 
 
Staff 
 
Mrs Simpson is currently on sick leave until the end of the school year. Ms Milmine will teach fulltime in 
room 4 for the duration.  
We are looking forward to having Miss George in school for a few weeks at the end of the term. She is 
coming in to spend time in some classrooms to meet the students and to also meet the staff and prepare 
to be with us fulltime next year.  
 
Happy weekend everyone, I think it is going to be lovely and warm. 
 
Sarah & Staff 
 

NOVEMBER 

20th Nov—Rural Schools Yr 8 Science Day 

24/25th Nov—Year4/5 Camp—Dunedin 

28th Nov—Year 8 Transition Day 

December 

5th Dec—Water Day Glenavy Yr 8s 

11th Dec—Reports home 

16th Dec—School break up 

First day of school 2026  
Monday 2nd February 

 



Inspiring Futures 
Whitestone Kāhui Ako’s Across School Leaders Steve, Tiffany and Dana invited Dun-

troon Year 8 students to an Inspiring the Future Aotearoa event last week. 
It was all about opening young people’s eyes to new careers and different pathways to 
success, challenging gender stereotypes and traditional ideas about education – and 

highlighting all the awesome opportunities available in Waitaki! 
This year’s role models had careers ranging from AI engineering and building to farm-
ing, firefighting, paramedicine, environmental advisory, forestry, surveying, videogra-

phy, content creation and career guidance. 









POOL CONTACT 

Please feel free to print it out, fill it out and bring it into the office, OR there are forms at 

the office. 








