WAITOMO CAVES SCHOOL
NELP 1 STUDENT PHONES POLICY

This is an operational policy designed in consultation between the principal, staff and
whanau of Waitomo Caves School to meet Ministry of Education requirements.

Purpose

International research indicates some key challenges with cellphones at school, such as
being a major distraction for our studentis. These rules are designed to ensure that the
learning of all students is maximised, while minimising any potential for distraction and
cyber-bullying.

Intent

We strongly recommend students do not bring cellphones to school with them.

Procedures/Supporting Documentation

Student Pheones Procedure

Legislative Compliance . e

Government Regulation - Ministry of Education

Date: 9 April 2024 Next Review: April 2027
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Mrs Tamae Dimond
Principal
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WAITOMO CAVES SCHOOL
NELP 1 STUDENT PHONES PROCEDURE

This is an operational policy designed in consultation between the principal, staff and
whanau of Waitomo Caves School to meet Ministry of Education requirements.

Purpose

International research indicates some key challenges with cellphones at school, such as
being a major distraction for our students. These rules are designed to ensure that the
learning of all students is maximised, while minimising any potential for distraction and
cyber-bullying.

Intent
We strongly recommend students do not bring cellphones to school with them. -

If a student does bring their cellphone for emergency contact or health and safety reasons,
these must be handed to the Principal to be stored away as soon as the students arrives at
school.

[t is important to note that if students do make the decision to bring a celiphone to the school
grounds, they do so at their own risk. The school is not responsible for any loss or damage
caused to any cellphone. - :

We understand that some parents like their children to have a phone to communicate with
them after school, cellphones will be available for students during the after sc;hool pick up

time. If a parent or caregiver needs to contact their child urgently during the day, they will call -
the school office.
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Appropriate Usage

Students with additional learning needs who use devices in class to increase or improve
their ability to participate and learn will be given school iPads or Chromebooks to use.’

Whilst on school trips or camps students are advised to leave cellphones at home. Students
may want to take photos and this can be done using school devices such as the EOTC
mobile or iPad where other mobile features will not be a_dcessed.

Inappropriate Usage

If we see a student using a personal digital device during:the school day, we confiscate it.
After the student locks the device, we place it in the officé to be collected at the end of the
day by a parent or guardian. :

Breaches of the cellphone rules include (but not limited to):
« using the device when not permitted
« any sort of bullying, including online bullying'
« taking photos or videos of other people without their permission .

- ———eforwarding-inappropriate-messages-orcontent:



If a student makes the decision to inappropriately use a cellphone multiple times in a week
the celiphone will be confiscated and can only be retrieved by a parent or caregiver following
a discussion with the Principal.

Monitoring

These procedures will be reviewed, and updated regularly, to ensure it is kept up to date with
changes that may have been made to legislation, related policies and procedures, and in
light of operational experience.

Legislative Compliance

Government Regulation - Ministry of Education

These procedures are determined by the Principal and approved by the Board.
Date: 9 April 2024 Next Review: April 2027
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