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Canvastown School 
NEWSLETTER  
Term 4 Week 4 Thursday 5th November 2026 

 

 

 Ngā mihi nui, Canvastown whānau! 

 
                A little bit of science, history and plenty of curiosity! 

Our senior students enjoyed a fantastic field trip to Wharenui 

on Wednesday, exploring the fascinating Iridium Anomaly 

and discovering how a tiny trace of an element can provide 

clues to one of the 

biggest events in 

Earth's history. 

We were fortunate to 

hear from local 

expert Leicester 

Murray, who shared 

his knowledge of the 

iridium record and 

how it provides 

important evidence 

supporting the theory 

that an asteroid impact contributed to the extinction of the 

dinosaurs around 66 million years ago. 

There was plenty more to squeeze into the day, including 

stories and local history surrounding St Oswald's Church, 

getting up close and personal with a deceased humpback 

whale (certainly not an everyday experience!), and examining 

interesting samples under the microscope. 

It was a wonderful opportunity to take our learning beyond the 

classroom, connect with our local environment and history, 

and explore some pretty extraordinary science. A big thank 

you to Leicester for sharing his knowledge and enthusiasm 

with our students. Plenty of food for thought on the journey 

home!             

 

                A great day out for our Canvastown crew! 

Our Year 5, 6 and 7 students did themselves proud at the 

Rural Schools Athletics in Blenheim, competing against 

students from twelve other schools. 

There was plenty of action across the day, with sprints, relays 

(joining forces with students from other schools to make 

teams of four), shot put, discus, long jump and high jump. 

Our students gave everything a go, showed great sportsmanship and represented Canvastown 

brilliantly. 

 

A special congratulations to April Cummerfield, Louie Rutherford, Evie Hayter, Riley Hayter, Jael 

Dytingco and Cooper Greeks, who, based on their results on Tuesday, have qualified to represent 

Canvastown School at the District Athletics on Tuesday 17 November at Athletic Park!       

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
Upcoming Events: 

 

 

   Friday 6th November 

     Assembly 2pm 

 

   Monday 9th November 

     Year 7 Tech 

 

   Wednesday 11th November 

     Year 5 & 6 Clued Up Kids – 

       Brayshaw Park 

    Junior Room Open day 

 

  Friday 13th November 

       Privileges Day 

 

    Tuesday 17th November 

      District Athletics – Blenheim 

 

    Wednesday 18th November 

     Board of Trustees meeting 

   

    Friday 20th November 
      Assembly 

      Havelock Theatre Company  

        Interval fundraiser 

      

     Saturday 21st November 
     Havelock Theatre Company  

        Interval fundraiser 
 

     Monday 23rd November 

       Year 7 Tech 

 

     Monday 23rd November to 

      Friday 27th November 

        Swim Magic 

 

     Tuesday 1st December 

       Year 7 Tech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
    
     

 
     
   

 
 

 
 



 

office@canvastown.school.nz principal@canvastown.school.nz 03 574 2103 

A fantastic effort from all our Caring Active Achievers! We're 

very proud of you all.      
 

                A fantastic day for our Canvastown girls at Group Day! 

A big congratulations to our students who headed along to 

Group Day at Linkwater last Thursday and came home with 

some fabulous results! 

Mia Hiller had a terrific day, taking home FIRST place in both 

the Junior Care and Attention/Best Pet and Junior Best 

Fur/Fibre classes. She also picked up THIRD in the Junior 

Fattest Rabbit class. What a haul, Mia!       

Big sister Niah Hiller wasn't far behind, claiming SECOND 

place in both the Middle Best Fur/Fibre and Middle Care and 

Attention/Best Pet classes, as well as FIRST in the Middle 

Fattest Rabbit class. Clearly, there's some serious rabbit 

expertise in that family!       

Meanwhile, Anastasia Lindsay took out FIRST place with her 

beautifully decorated rock in a very competitive class, while 

Jade Newlove earned a very well-deserved THIRD for her 

artwork.          

We're incredibly proud of you all. It's wonderful to see our 

students getting involved, showcasing their creativity, caring 

for their animals and giving things a go. 

Well done, girls! Some very happy Canvastown achievers!      

 

Interval Fundraiser: We’ve been given a lovely opportunity to 

support Canvastown School by selling baking at the interval 

of the Havelock Theatre Company’s upcoming production at 

the Havelock Town Hall on 20 and 21 November. 

We’d love our fabulous school community to get their mixing bowls out and help us with donations of 

homemade baking — think slices, muffins, biscuits, cakes and other delicious treats!             
Every donation will help us raise a little extra money for our tamariki, while giving theatre-goers 

something yummy to enjoy during the interval. 

If you’re able to whip up a batch of something delicious, we’d be incredibly grateful.      

Thanks, as always, for your wonderful support of Canvastown School. You’re a fantastic bunch! 

 

           The School Pool Is OPEN!      

Great news, whānau — our school pool is now open for the swimming season!       

      Pool keys are available from Sandra at the school office for $60, including a $10 deposit that will 

be refunded when the key is returned. 

    Please send your child to school with their togs each day so we can make the most of the warmer 

weather and enjoy plenty of swimming! 

 

     A quick but important health reminder: If your child has had vomiting, sickness or diarrhoea, please 

keep them out of the pool until they have been symptom-free for at least 48 hours. This helps protect 

all our tamariki from the spread of bugs. 

Fingers crossed for plenty of sunshine, splashing and happy swimming days ahead!              

 

Reading Eggs and Mathletics: All students are welcome to log in to their Reading Eggs or Mathletics 

accounts at any time and continue their journey! If they’re unsure of their log in details, please contact 

your child’s teacher!  
 

Alistair Dalziel 
Principal 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
Upcoming Events Continued: 

 

     Thursday 3rd December 

       Reports Out 

 

     Friday 4th December 

         Assembly 

       Reports out 

       

     Wednesday 9th December & 

     Thursday 10th December 

       Kanohi ki te Kanohi Face-to-Face 

         Meetings 

 

     Friday 11th December 

       Year 6 Tech Taster Day 

         Privileges Day 

 

    Monday 14th December to 

      Wednesday 16th December 

        Year 4 – 7 Camp TBC 

 

    Thursday 17th December 

      Prizegiving 

 

    Friday 18th December 

     Term 4 ends 
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Our kids – Edible Garden 
 

 
 
 

REMINDERS 

• Lunch orders –  
Tuesday's sausage/s in bread  

Thursdays Pub lunches 

Teachers will be giving lunch orders to all children, so please check your children's bags for lunch order slips. 

• Lost / Found Clothing -  
There is a bin full of found clothing here outside the senior room here at school.  Perhaps your child has left an 

item of clothing here at school?  Please pop in, take a look, and see if any of the clothing belongs to your 

child/children 

Thank you  
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Our kids – Swimming 
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Our kids – 

Taopenga 2026 
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Our kids – Athletics 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

office@canvastown.school.nz principal@canvastown.school.nz 03 574 2103 

Our kids – Iridium Anomaly  

Field Trip 
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Canvastown School Policies and Procedures – 
 

The first newsletter of each Term, to the end of term newsletter, we will be popping in the Newsletter one of our 

school policies or procedures.  This month is Student Attendance. 

Parents, you can view all the school policies and procedures in the parent portal (school docs). 

 

Student Attendance 

 
For information about enrolment, see Enrolment. 

 

At Canvastown School, we recognise that regular attendance at school is crucial for student achievement. The 

board ensures we meet all legislative and regulatory requirements around student attendance, including 

recording and monitoring attendance and following up absences and attendance concerns. We expect students 

and their parents/guardians/caregivers to work with us to make sure students attend school regularly. 

 

Students are required to attend school whenever the school is open (Education and Training Act, s 36), with some 

exceptions. 

 

School responsibilities 

 

As required by the Education and Training Act 2020, the board: 

 

takes all reasonable steps to ensure the attendance of students enrolled at our school 

has an attendance management plan that sets out a strategy and a process for the school to identify and respond 

to student absences 

has regard to any guidelines on the management of school attendance issued by the Secretary of Education 

when preparing our attendance management plan 

reviews our attendance management plan in accordance with regulations 

makes our attendance management plan publicly available online. 

As required by the School Attendance Rules 2025 (published under section 237A of the Education and Training 

Act 2020) and the Education (School Attendance) Regulations 2024, the principal ensures that the school: 

 

keeps attendance records for each student enrolled at the school (either by half-day or period) for each half-day 

that it is open for instruction 

has an absence notification process to enable the accurate and timely collection of attendance records 

uses a Ministry-approved Electronic Attendance Register (eAR) unless exempt 

uses Ministry-approved attendance codes to record attendance or absence for each student for each half-day the 

school is open for instruction 

provides these attendance records to the Secretary of Education at the end of each school day. 

 

Accurate recording of student attendance ensures all students are accounted for during school hours, EOTC 

activities, and emergency events, and provides information to help identify and respond to student attendance 

concerns. 

 

If a student does not arrive at school or goes missing during the day (including from an EOTC event), we check 

there are no errors in how attendance information was recorded or updated (e.g. if a student has gone home due 

to illness) and notify parents/guardians/caregivers in a timely manner so they can respond. If there is reason for 

concern, we follow our Missing Student Procedure. 

We work with students, parents/guardians/caregivers, staff, and external agencies where needed to identify any 

barriers to attendance, develop a plan to support attendance and learning, and improve student attendance at 

our school. 

The principal reports to the board on attendance trends, barriers, and interventions, including by sharing the 

termly Every Day Matters report. 

We ensure that all attendance-related procedures, documentation, and records comply with privacy 

requirements. We keep attendance records for the length of time required by the School Records Retention and 

Disposal Schedule. 

 

Attendance management plan 

 

Our attendance management plan outlines how we monitor student attendance and respond to student 

absences. Our plan has regard to Ministry of Education attendance guidelines, including the stepped attendance 
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response (STAR), and is reviewed and updated in line with regulations. We seek feedback from the school 

community when developing and reviewing our plan. Also see Attendance Management Plans Website link icon 

(Ministry of Education). 

 

Our attendance management plan includes our: 

 

strategic priorities related to attendance (including our attendance targets and other key attendance objectives) 

processes to identify and respond to patterns, barriers, and underlying causes of student absences 

strategies, actions, or interventions at different attendance thresholds (based on numbers of days absent in a 

term) 

how we will monitor and measure progress in attendance, including any targets set by the board or the 

government and links to student achievement. 

Our plan may also include other information relevant to our attendance management, such as: 

 

our expectations of students, parents/guardians/caregivers, and our school staff, including roles and 

responsibilities 

how we will communicate with students and parents/guardians/caregivers about attendance 

our use of Ministry-approved attendance codes, including the thresholds for discretion and any limitations of 

discretion (including timeframes) for justified absences 

how we will review and update our attendance management plan. 

The board approves our attendance management plan before it is published online. 

 

 

Parent/Guardian/Caregiver and student responsibilities 

 

As attendance is a shared responsibility, our school communicates with parents/guardians/caregivers and 

students about attendance requirements and expectations. The school monitors attendance and updates 

students and parents regularly. 

 

Parents/Guardians are legally required to make sure their enrolled student attends school every day the school 

is open (Education and Training Act, s 244). 

We expect students and their parents/guardians/caregivers to communicate and work with the school to ensure 

regular attendance. We ask parents/guardians/caregivers to contact us as soon as possible to discuss anything 

that may be a barrier to student attendance and/or to make any requests for exceptions. 

Parents/Guardians/Caregivers are expected to notify the school as soon as possible (before or during the school 

day) if their child will be absent or late. A reason must be provided no later than the end of the school week. The 

school will contact parents/guardians/caregivers directly if no explanation is provided. 

Students are not allowed to leave the school during school hours unless permission is requested by 

parents/guardians/caregivers and given by the school. The student must inform their class teacher. 
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If you are looking for a local Justice of the Peace, 

Christine Fisk and Ian Cameron are two JP’s working in our community. 
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ATTENDANCE 

A BIG thank you to all parents/caregivers for the role you play in getting children to school and ready to learn… 

Please see below our Canvastown School 

‘Stepped Attendance Response’ 
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