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18 December 2025 

Téna koutou Katoa, 

The Principal and Board of Trustees of Kaitaia College write to convey our deep concern and 
clear opposition to the recent amendment to the Education and Training Act 2020 that removes the 
statutory requirement for school boards to give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Our position relates both 
to the substance of this change and to the process by which it was enacted. Introduced during the 
Committee of the Whole House without meaningful engagement with the education sector, iwi, or the 
wider community, this amendment runs counter to the principles of partnership and risks weakening 
the trust and collaboration necessary for effective and enduring education policy. 

At Kaitaia College, our commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi is not an adjunct to our work, nora 
compliance obligation, but the foundational governance lens through which we pursue equitable and 
successful outcomes for all learners. Our long-standing experience demonstrates that when schools 
genuinely embed local tikanga Maori, matauranga M€ori, and te reo Maori, as previously required in 
legislation, learners benefit through stronger engagement, affirmed identity, and improved 
achievement. This is of particular significance within our Muriwhenua context, where the legacy of the 
systematic removal of te reo Maori from education continues to be felt. The removal of a clear 
legislative mandate represents, in our view, a backward step in addressing educational inequity and 
sends a concerning message that diminishes the value of our local community, whanau, and iwi 
partnerships. 

While itis stated that responsibility for Te Tiriti 0 Waitangi remains with the Crown, the absence 

of an explicit statutory obligation on school boards, as Crown entities, weakens accountability at the 
point where decisions most directly affect learners and communities. We maintain that boards must 
be required to uphold Te Tiriti commitments as an essential means through which the Crown 
discharges its responsibilities within the education system. Notwithstanding this legislative change, 
the Kaitaia College Board formally affirms that our commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi remains 
steadfast. We strongly encourage the Government to reconsider this amendment and to engage 
openly and respectfully with the education sector to develop policy settings that genuinely advance 
equity and wellbeing. 

Toitu te Tiriti 

Naku noa, na 

Louise Anaru 

on behalf of Kaitaia College Board of Trustees 
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