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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER - MAY 2026

Nau Mai Haere Mai, Greetings ® Tena Koutou e Talofa Lava ® Malo e Lelei ® Fakaalofa Lahi @ Namaste
Fakafeiloaki ® Ni Sa Bula @ Noaia'e Mauri ® Kia Orana ® Asalam Alykum e Ni Hao e Konnichiwa

“Kia pono, kia maia, kia whakakotahi ai tatou”
“Let us be honest, let us be brave, so we all unite”

Kia ora Parents and Whanau,

Welcome back to Term 2 everyone. | want to reiterate the high expectations we have for all of our tamariki
in both learning and behaviour. In our school community, we believe that the best outcomes for our
tamariki come from working together as a strong, connected team - students, whanau, and staff all playing
an important role.

| often talk with our students about having the “look of learning.” This means being focused and ready to
take on challenges. It means coming prepared to try, to make mistakes, and to keep going even when things
feel difficult.

By encouraging curiosity, resilience, and a positive attitude towards challenges, we are helping our tamariki
build the skills they need not just for today, but for their future. Success doesn’t start later - it starts right
now with the choices we make and the effort we put in every day. This may take many different forms. For
example, coming to school everyday even when we don’t feel like it or being brave when taking the next
step in our learning or trying to create a consistent home learning routine. Remember.... it is the little
steps we take that count.

If you would like to connect with your child’s teacher for any reason, please do not hesitate to do so - our
doors are always open!.

Hints and tips for parents from the Parenting Place

Parenting
Below is a link to the ‘5 to 1 for Relationship Magic’ page on the Parenting Place website Place

This page from Parenting Place focuses on the power of "flipping the ratio" in our relationships by ensuring
positive interactions far outweigh the negative ones. The core message is that building a stronger
connection doesn't require grand gestures; instead, it is found in "tiny moments" of warmth and
intentionality. Ideally, our families should be aiming for FIVE positive interactions for every ONE negative
interaction. Their website offers a wealth of free articles, podcasts, and "Hot Tips" covering every stage of
childhood that you might find useful for your whanau.


https://parentingplace.nz/resources/5-to-1-for-relationship-magic

Adventure Playground Working Group

The school board is excited to share plans to upgrade our school adventure playground. To support this
initiative, we are seeking expressions of interest from members of our community who can offer valuable
insights and are committed to being part of a dedicated working group.

The working group will be made up of the community, staff and board members to ensure appropriate
oversight, decision-making, and continuity throughout the project.

You will play an important role in contributing ideas, supporting planning, including health & safety
considerations and helping guide the project through to completion. Members will meet regularly to
collaborate and review progress.

If you are interested in contributing to this exciting project, please contact Kelly Tempest at
kellyt@anchoragepark.school.nz or register your interest at the school office.

We look forward to working together to create an engaging and inclusive playground for our students.

Home learning expectations at APS

As per our our school policy on home learning:

- We provide home learning as an extension of our
teaching and learning programme

- We communicate expectations to students and
follow up with parents and caregivers as required

- Teachers set home learning that is appropriate to
each year level

Other expectations are as follows:

- Home learning is set every fortnight. This can be set on either odd weeks (Weeks 1, 3,5, 7,9,) or
even weeks (Weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, 10)

- We strongly encourage all students to do some, or all of the home learning set

- Every student must have a bookbag and it must go home and come back to school everyday except
Fridays

- Daily reading is a part of home learning expectations

- No bookbag means no reading or library books will be sent home. If books are left unprotected,
there is potential for them to be damaged by food and drink in school bags and the weather.

Home learning should be a positive experience. Too much homework can lead to stress, unnecessary
pressure and a lack of balance in our children’s lives.

Term 1 home learning data showed 21% regular home learning was completed. We will continue to track
this in Term 2 and hope to see an improvement as the term progresses!

Attendance - Term 2 initiative

This term to encourage REGULAR attendance at school, that is, missing fewer than
5 days in a term, we are running a “My Attendance Donut Day”.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND BE
PREPARED TO BE BLOWN AWAY WHEN
WE SHARE OUR LEARNING WITH YOU!

THERE ARE 4 VIEWING TIMES IN EACH
CLASSROOM:
200 PM, 215 PM, 230 PM AND 245 PM

Nga mihi nui
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