St Patrick’s School Homework Policy

PURPOSE:

1. To provide a link between the work done at school and home.

2. To reinforce knowledge and practice skills previously taught in the classroom.
3. Establish individual study and efficient time management.

4. To encourage the child to become involved in their own learning.

GUIDELINES:

1. Homework should be set regularly.

2. Caregivers will be notified at the beginning of the year of teachers requirements concerning
type and regularity of homework.

3. Homework should be signed by a caregiver on completion.

4. Homework must be recognized by the teacher.

5. Homework will be given in the areas of numeracy, literacy and Religious Education.

6. See Open letter to parents around homework attached

Reviewed March 2024

OPEN LETTER ON HOMEWORK



Dear Parents/Caregivers

Over recent months the teaching staff and the Board of Trustees have been looking at our
Homework policy in the school to ensure that we have both consistency of expectation and a clear
understanding of the value and purpose of homework.

As a result of this we have decided to write an open letter to you our parent community outlining
what you can expect homework to look like for your children and the reasoning behind this.

We have tried to base our position on both common sense and research. As you might expect when
we looked at the research around homework we found evidence that said homework is of extreme
importance, some importance and of no value at all. This makes it a little bit tricky as research can
be twisted to suit any purpose. In saying this however there were some consistent themes that have
come from the research, our teachers and the Board discussions.

We believe that some homework is a good thing when:

>  Itis user friendly for parents

> Itis quick, easy and not stressful for parents and/or children

> It focuses primarily on Reading, Basic Maths, Spelling and RE
> It is the maintenance of learning and not new learning

Occasionally children may have other bits and pieces that relate to something they are learning
about in class, eg ANZAC, but in general if you feel that our homework is not meeting the above
criteria we would encourage you to let us know.

Over and above this we discussed the additional workload that more time consuming and complex
homework can have on teachers. We feel that this energy is better utilized on planning challenging
and exciting classroom programmes that engage your children.

We also would like to acknowledge that both children and parents are busier today than they have
been in the past. In many homes both parents are working and children are taking part in a wide
range of after school activities such as sport, dance, cultural groups, art lessons, but to name a few.

We believe and research backs this up, that a huge amount of personal learning and development
occurs when children are involved in passions outside of school learning. These can be organized
activities or things such family board games, sharing in your passions eg: cars, gardening, fishing,
camping etc. The skills of self management, problem solving, team work, relating to others,
imagination and creativity are all enhanced when children take part in these types of things and we
would like to acknowledge this by not overloading children with homework.

Lastly try and make homework as enjoyable as you can with your children. Be encouraging,
celebrate the things they do well and try and find a time that suits for both you and your child.

Kind Regards
Callan Goodall
Principal
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