
St Patrick’s Invercargill Cell Phone Policy 
 
Rationale: 
International research indicates some key challenges with cellphones at school, such as 
being a major distraction for our students. These rules are designed to ensure that the 
learning of all students is maximised, while minimising any potential for distraction and 
cyber-bullying.   
 
 
Guidelines: 
Our approach is “away for the day”, meaning the device should be turned off, and handed in 
to the teacher to be locked away during the school day. We strongly recommend students 
do not bring these devices to school with them. If a student does bring their cellphone for 
emergency contact or health reasons, these must be handed to the teacher. 
 
It is important to note that if students do make the decision to bring a cellphone to the 
school grounds, they do so at their own risk. The school is not responsible for any loss or 
damage caused to any cellphone.  
 
We understand that some parents like their children to have a phone to communicate with 
them after school, cellphones will be available for students during the afterschool pick up 
time. If a parent or caregiver needs to contact their child urgently during the day, they 
should call the front office. 
 
If we see a student using a cellphone without permission during the school day, we will 
confiscate it. After the student locks the device, it is to be handed to the teacher to collect 
after school. If this happens a second time the phone will need to be collected by a 
parent/caregiver, following a conversation with the class teacher. 
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