
Kia ora koutou,

We are halfway through the term - how has that even happened? It was awesome
last Friday to see the Poolburn kids give it their all at the Maniototo athletics. It

was a hot day, but it was great to hear of so many personal bests and the enjoyment
had by the kids on the day. A big thank you to the organisation that the Maniototo
Athletics Committee put into both before and on the day. It's a very slick event. We

are lucky to have Frankie, Isla, Poppy, Henry, Leighton and Imogen qualify to go
through to the Otago Athletics Champs on Tuesday in Mosgiel. Also a special

mention to Olivia Ross who got 3rd equal for the McSkimming Cup, which is a huge
achievement! She would have been going to Otago Athletics as well but she is
having an operation on her finger today, so that has taken her out of the mix.

At school we are starting to collect, analyse and moderate our end-of-year data,
which will see you get your end-of-year report on Hero by week 9 of the term. It's

great to be having conversations around our achievements and where we are
heading in 2027. This feeds in fabulously to our strategic plan. The Board analysed

the data, and now with the help of Andrea Hamilton from Evaluation Associates, we
are turning all the feedback analysis and achievement data into a great new

strategic plan for 2027-2028. I look forward to sharing it with you when it's ready. I
am away to my Māori Achievement Collaborative meeting in Cromwell today and

the Ministry of Education Curriculum Roadshow in Dunedin tomorrow. 
Have a great week!

Arohanui,

Melissa 
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On Friday, our awesome Juniors absolutely smashed Athletics Day. Even
with the blazing sun and hot weather, they turned up with big smiles and

gave every activity a go. For our Juniors, the day was all about jumping in,
giving things a try, and cheering on their friends and they nailed it. Seeing

their determination and awesome sportsmanship throughout the day
made us all super proud!

Back in the classroom, we’ve been busy in Maths with our measuring
learning. We’ve been focusing on volume and capacity, testing out

different containers to see which ones hold the most and which hold the
least. We also introduced millilitres (ml) and litres (L), and the kids are loving

all the estimating and measuring. We're excited to keep the hands-on
learning going for the rest of the week!

We had a fantastic Tuesday welcoming our visitors from the Omakau
Ophir Playcentre. It was so lovely seeing new faces and our students loved

spending time with their wee friends from over the hill.
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Kia ora, 

On Friday we went to the Maniototo Athletics Day in Ranfurly.
Everyone did really well and put in their very best effort. We

had lots of people reach the podium for championship awards
for their age groups. Congratulations to Bran, Ben, Frankie,
Isla, Liv, Poppy and Imogen. This is pretty impressive! From

here we have 6 students representing us at the Otago Athletics
Championships in Dunedin next week.   

On Friday afternoon, Billy and Fred had a big crash on their
motorbikes. They hit each other. Billy went to hospital. He

won’t be at school for a bit but we wish him a speedy recovery
and look forward to seeing him back. 

Last week we did a writing PAT test, the Years 7 & 8 writing
topic was “good role models”. The Years 5 & 6 topic was their

“favourite place in the world”. The Year 4's did “why pets
should be in school”. We also did a reading PAT test and an

iDeal (spelling) test. This week we will do our maths PAT. After
this the teachers will write the reports. Watch this space.  

Ka pai tō wiki,

Fred and Nate
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Makayla - My Role Model

My role model is my cousin Makayla. She's my role model because she is so out
there doing all the things I want to do when I'm older, like: having a job, going

to music concerts, doing musical productions and so much more. She is so
special to me and I love her for so many reasons. And if you are wondering
why she is so special to me, just read the rest of the text, and you will be

begging for someone just like her.

Makayla is funny, kind and loves animals. She picks me up from my musical
practice, and we go get ice cream. She has some different jobs, like how she

works at ITM, and she also does a little babysitting, plus she umpires my
netball games.

She teaches me so much. And although we have a 4-year age gap, she is still
one of my favourite people ever and acts like a big kid around me, playing
games, baking a cake for my birthday and supporting my dreams of what I

want to do when I'm older. She comes to all my sports and cheers me on the
whole time. She is so fun to be around because she finds something fun to do

and makes it so special.

I remember one time when I was sad and went over to her place for dinner
with my parents. She cheered me up so fast, making TikToks, baking random

cakes, cooking dinner and letting me choose. One time when I left my lunch at
home for rehearsal, she shared hers with me and all her friends gave me some
as well. She has so many friends, and they are so kind to me. Whenever I see

them in public, they always wave at me and give me a hug.

If you think that that's it, you are wrong, because she is so out there. This year
she ran for head girl and had such an amazing speech about it. She also loves
musicals and dancing so much that she uses all that money from her jobs to
save to go to America with her school for dance and musical things. Makayla

gets along with the whole family and makes everyone laugh. At Christmas, she
spent 9 hours making macarons for everyone. And brought them the next day

like it wasn't a big deal.

By Poppy Gare



Mum and Dad - My Role Models

Today we are talking about role models, who mine are, what they do, and
why people look up to them.

My role model is my Dad. My first reason is that he's a good worker. He
gets up early, gets ready for a good day at work, and most importantly, he

gets the job done. Some people fuss and moan about doing chores like
doing the dishwasher. Does Dad? Heavens no! Does Dad do a teenage

grunt and continue scrolling? Not in a million years. He's the best worker
I've seen.

Did you know that my Dad started a business? He is the CEO of Central
Engineering (Cen Eng for short) alongside his wife and my Mum, Kim.

They started Cen Eng just less than a decade and a half ago, that's longer
than I've been alive! They fix farming machinery, horse floats, and they've
even built a rut scraper! They now have fourteen experienced employees

and have even made an extension on the shop! A lot of stuff to do.

You'd think with fourteen employees, they'd have a bit of trouble, and
they do. Only occasionally, of course. How does he deal with that, you'd

probably be thinking. And the only answer I can come to is
communication skills. Let's just say some banter went a bit too far; the

workers were getting upset and angry. What would Dad do? He'd
probably make a calm statement, something like, "This might be getting a
bit too far, guys." Then he'd sit a little bit away. And, not just since he's the

boss, they'd listen and try to calm things down. He wouldn't make a big
fuss about it and turn the anger onto him.

So, in conclusion, we've talked about how he is a good worker, how he
started a business and how he has the best communication skills I know.

To wrap things up, who is your role model?

By Jack Hore
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STEPS WINNERS

RITES WINNERS
Ben Rutherford
Aria Rutherford

It seems to be the year of change! I am writing to let
you know that Steve, our bus driver, has resigned from
Go Bus. Steve started driving the Poolburn school bus

in November 2014. The company at that stage, was
Central Motorways. Go Bus then bought it out in

August 2015. He’s been our school bus driver for nearly
12 years.  A pretty good effort! Over that time he has
seen a lot of change and has driven a lot of children

around our district. On behalf of our school family we
want to wish Steve a fabulous retirement. Hoping he

has time to do all the things he enjoys. 

BUS DRIVER’S CONTACTBUS DRIVER’S CONTACT
NUMBERNUMBER

DARRYL: 021 043 5273DARRYL: 021 043 5273

BUS DRIVER’S CONTACT
NUMBER

DARRYL: 021 043 5273

Makaela Nicholl 
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OFFICE@POOLBURN.SCHOOL.NZOFFICE@POOLBURN.SCHOOL.NZ

03 447486603 4474866  
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DO YOU OR SOMEONE
YOU KNOW NEED

HELP WITH TAILING?
Poolburn Home and School is

seeking two days of tailing work as
a fundraiser

Please contact the Poolburn
School Office if interested
office@poolburn.school.nz

03 4474866 

CCoommmmuunniittyy    NNeewwssCommunity  News



23/3 24/3 25/3 26/3 27/3

31/3

LAST DAY OF
TERM 1

OTAGO
ATHLETICS

Term 4 CalendarTerm 4 CalendarTerm 4 CalendarTerm 4 Calendar
MON TUES WED THURS FRI

GUITAR WITH
GEORGE

09/11 10/11 11/11 12/11 13/11

16/11 17/11 18/11 19/11 20/11

23/11 24/11 25/11 26/11 27/11

30/11 01/12 02/12 03/12 04/12

07/12 08/12 09/12 10/12 11/12

14/12 15/12 16/12 17/12 18/12

CO CRICKET
FESTIVAL

YEAR 3
TRANSITION DAY

YEAR 8 DAY
YEAR 8 DINNER

PRIZE GIVING
LAST FULL DAY

HALF DAY

GUITAR WITH
GEORGE

WEEK 5

WEEK 6

WEEK 8

WEEK 7

WEEK 10

WEEK 9 PRODUCTION
DRESS

REHEARSAL
PRODUCTION

DUNSTAN
TASTER 

DAY

BOT MEETING

TECHNOLOGY

CO REGIONAL
ORCHESTRA

VISIT

4 YEAR OLD
VISIT

MAS OTAGO
ATHLETICS
PRACTICE

ROBOTICS

Just a follow-up reminder there is
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DUNCAN AGRICULTURAL 
CONTRACTors LTD

For all your spraying requirements 
Phone Tim on 03 4474080 

or 
0272247540
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