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Teaching Team for 2026

October 2025

We are delighted to share the news that Tabitha Hazlett, Jessica Venables, and Rosanne Calvert will all be
continuing with us at Hedgehope School in 2026! These highly experienced educators are an integral part of
our success story. Their dedication, expertise, and genuine care for our students help make Hedgehope the
special place it is. We are so fortunate to have such a strong, consistent team leading our classrooms and
supporting our learners each day. The teaching team is busy planning for 2026 and is starting the
conversations around classroom makeup for 2026. More information will be shared soon. Adding to this
excitement is the retention of our Support Staff, Wendy Horton, who currently holds a (Limited Authority to
Teach), meaning small group intervention and some whole class teaching. We will have more exciting support
staff news to share by our next newsletter.

Board of Trustees Community Consultation
Dear Parents and Caregivers of the Hedgehope School Community,

In early September, you would have received a notification via Skooloop
about our Community Consultation for the 2026 Strategic Plan. You can also
scan the QR code to access this form. This plan will help guide the direction
of teaching and learning at Hedgehope School, and your input is a vital part
of shaping our future. If you haven’t already done so, we kindly ask all
parents and caregivers to take a few minutes to complete the survey. The
more responses we receive, the better we can ensure that our Strategic
Plan reflects the voices and aspirations of our school community. Thank you
for your continued support and involvement in our school’s journey.

Board of Trustees Policies and Procedure Updates for Term 4

The Board of Trustees is currently reviewing the Policies and Procedures for Hedgehope School. To stay up to
date with these reviews and any updates, please visit our school website at hedgehope.school.nz

Home Zone Announcement for 2026:

To avoid overcrowding or the likelihood of overcrowding, the Board of Hedgehope School, alongside the
Ministry of Education, will implement an enrolment scheme that has been developed by the Secretary for
Education for 2nd February 2026. Under this scheme, students will be enrolled if they live within the home
zone described below.

Any student currently enrolled at Hedgehope School will not be impacted by the new enrolment scheme. All
students enrolled will be entitled to continue attending Hedgehope School, irrespective of where they
currently live. The new home zone will affect all enrolments starting in Term 1, 2026. Prospective students who
have a sibling enrolled at the school from 2™ February 2026 will be treated as in-zone students for enrolment
purposes.

On the following page is a map of the boundaries of the home zone. The enrolment of out-of-zone students
is governed by the provisions of the Education and Training Act 2020. The enrolment scheme, which includes
a precise description of the home zone, may be viewed at the school office.

Please speak to Daniel for further clarification if you need.
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Swim Safe - Water Skills for Life - 3rd -7" November

~SWIM SAFE*
Southland

During Swim Safe Week, our students will take part in the Water Skills for Life programme — a vital part of
our learning that focuses on water survival, not swimming strokes.

Water Skills for Life equips our learners with practical, real-world skills for rivers, lakes, beaches, and
floodwaters — where the risks are real.

We will be travelling on a bus from school each day, leaving at 12:00 and returning by 2:30.

Children will need to bring swimming togs, goggles, a towel, a substantial packed lunch, extra snacks, and a
water bottle. All gear should be named clearly, and in a single swimming bag.

Deep Cove Camp information

We wish to invite parents and caregivers of the Tui classroom to a Deep Cove Information Night on the 24™ of
November. The evening will begin at 7 pm in the Tui Classroom and will be facilitated by Mr Withington and Mrs
Venables. We will also be joined by Malcom Walker who sits on the Deep Cove Education committee.

Weather Event Clean Up

A massive thank you to the
community members who gave up
their Labour Day morning to help
get the school ready for the week
ahead. Your time, effort, and
community  spirit are  truly
appreciated. We are very lucky to
have such a thoughtful and caring
community.

Edenview Camp Information

After consultation with parents and our school community, we have decided that this year’s Junior Camp will have
two parts. Kereru students will attend camp for two nights — Tuesday 2nd to Thursday 4th December.
Piwakawaka students will join for one night — from Wednesday 3rd to Thursday 4th December.

Kereru students will still have the option of attending for one night only if that is preferred by parents. We will be
staying at Edenview Camp, and we are currently finalising activity plans, permission forms, and further details.
These will be sent home soon. We’re looking forward to a fantastic camp experience for all our junior students!
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Book Fair!

What a fantastic start to our Scholastic Book Fairl A huge thank you to everyone who joined in the fun of Book
Character Day — the costumes were absolutely outstanding and brought so much color and excitement to our
school. It was a wonderful way to launch our week of celebrating books and reading. We’d also like to extend
our sincere thanks to all those who have visited the Book Fair and purchased items. Every purchase helps us earn
Scholastic credits, which we can use to further develop and grow our school library — providing even more
opportunities for our tamariki to discover the joy of reading. Your support makes a real difference. Thank you for
helping to make our Book Fair such a success!

From the Piwakawaka Classroom

What a busy and exciting start to the term it has been for Piwakawaka! We’ve jumped straight back into our
learning with a strong focus on Numeracy, exploring the new curriculum changes and growing our confidence
with number knowledge and problem solving. In Structured Literacy, children have continued to build on their
letter-sound knowledge, spelling patterns, and reading fluency, while also putting lots of practice into writing
—sharing their ideas clearly and creatively. We’re all looking forward to Pet Day on Friday, and there’s plenty
of excitement about swimming next week—especially the adventure of heading off together on the big bus! A
highlight so far has been our Book Character Dress-Up Day, with the classroom full of creativity and colour—
rabbits, princesses, dogs, horse trainers, and even Matilda made an appearance!
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From the Tui Classroom - written by Isla and Clare

So far, this term, Tui has jumped right back into learning
after the holidays. We have been learning to add
fractions, create a picture book, and in literacy, we have
been looking at dependent and independent clauses.
With pet day on Friday, we have been very busy. We are
hoping for a lovely day as many students are bringing
their pets. There will be many activities on pet day,
including chocolate bars in flour, hobby horse racing,
egg obstacle race, lamb and calf drinking competition
and a grand parade. Swimming will be held during the
first week of November, and our Tui students are looking
forward to learning how to survive in the water.

Thanks to Mrs V, we now have a rooster who keeps
escaping. He even enjoys being in the Tui classroom. We
have also been learning how to incubate 27 eggs.
Because of the power outage, we are not sure if they are
still viable, but we are watching their weights and we are
a little worried about the eggs and we hope they are still
growing. Hatch day is on November 5th, and hopefully,
we will all have one to name.

From the Kereru Classroom
KERERU

PASSION
PROJECTS

In Kereru, we have started to dive into Passion
Projects — it is a special time where we can explore
something that we really care about! Whether it's
building, sewing, baking, coding, stop motion,
languages, painting, researching animails, or
designing games, passion projects give children the
opportunity to follow their interests and turn their
ideas into real creations.

This connects strongly to the New Zealand Curriculum,
which encourages students to be confident, creative,
connected, and actively involved learners. Through
passion projects, children practise keu skills from across
the curriculum — such as inquiry, critical thinking,
communication, creativity, and sel-management. They
plan, research, problem-solve, and share their learning
with others.

Most importantly, passion projects help children discover
their strengths, develop independence, and build a lifelong

love for learning. When students learn about something . = A S
they're truly interested in, their motivation and confidence ' top t ' Calligraphy i
soar — and that's something worth celebrating! A B A B 1, P S
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Kio-Rahi Tournament- Hedgehope Pride

Max, Anna, Alisha, Millie, Isla, Blaire, Adalyn, and Clare took to the field to play Ki o Rahi - a traditional Maori
ball game that combines elements of handball, netball, and tag rugby, played on a circular field. This was a
Year 7-8 tournament. However, our team showed exceptional sportspersonship, worked together brilliantly,
and never gave up. They represented Hedgehope School with mana and pride, showing what true teamwork
and determination look like.

Nature Art Winners

Congratulations to the Environment Southland Nature Art Competition winners! This competition encouraged
people of all ages to create art using only natural, fallen materials—like leaves, twigs, seedpods, or soil. It’s a
chance to celebrate the beauty of nature without taking from it. Charlie, Millie, and Zealan won with their
Cammo Cabin as well as Anna with her Tui Observing Nature Piece. Students won a copy of the Observologist
Book per group.
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Fuel for Schools Redemption!

Great news: to kick off Term 4, Hedgehope School has hit the Fuel for Schools redemption threshold! Our
school was nominated by a local business and farms that receive bulk fuel deliveries from Fern. For every
100L they purchase, 50 cents is donated to your school. Thanks for being part of the Fuel for Schools
programme. To redeem this voucher, we have purchased two gutter board packages and a set of netball
pole pads. A big thank you!

i i 2 metres Length

Olympic Ambassador Visit

As part of our engagement with the New Zealand Olympic Education Program, we have the pleasure of
having Dylan Schmidt visit and share a presentation with us. This will take place on Friday, November 28" at
9 am.

THIRD-TIME

OLYMPIAN
PARIS 2024

TEAM

Q&\}Q TOYOTA

A three-time Olympian, Dylan delivered a strong performance in Tokyo, scoring 52.415 in his compulsory
routine and an impressive 59.705 in his voluntary routine to qualify for the final in third place. He then secured
the bronze medal with a solid final score of 60.675. Dylan first represented New Zealand at the Olympic
Games in Rio 2016, where he became the country’s first-ever trampoline gymnast at the Olympics, finishing in
seventh place. In 2022, he achieved another milestone by winning New Zealand’s first trampoline world title at
the World Championships in Bulgaria. At the Paris 2024 Olympic Games, Dylan placed eighth, continuing to
represent his country at the highest level. Dylan began trampolining at the age of five while growing up in Te
Anau, in New Zealand’s South Island. He now lives and trains in Auckland. Outside of gymnastics, he enjoys the
outdoors—particularly hunting, fishing, and golf—and is an animal lover who enjoys training his dog, Taco.

Feel free to pop in and meet Dylan.
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Year 8 Leavers Hoodies

Our Hedgehope School hoodies are a special tradition and a proud part of our identity. This year’s design is
something unique — created right here by our Year 8 team using Canva. The hoodies celebrate our school

spirit and sense of belonging. Cayden was absent for the photo. A massive thanks to Rachael for
persevering with the technology.

Welcome to Hedgehope School

We wish to welcome Harley Luff to Hedgehope School and Piwakawaka. Harley is the brother of Georgia and
cousin of Maddox and Alisha. Welcome Harley.
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Pet Day 2025

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the Student Organising Committee for their outstanding effort
and leadership in planning and running this year’s Pet Day. Their attention to detail, creativity, and teamwork
ensured the day ran smoothly and was enjoyed by all, even with the challenges of a rainy Southland day!

Pet Day remains a special tradition at Hedgehope School - a time for our students, families, and community
to come together to celebrate animals, learning, and connection. It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm of
our tamariki as they proudly shared their pets and projects, and the warm support from our wider school
whanau.
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Up and Coming Events:

Using the skooloop calendar function is the most effective way to view school-wide events. The calendar
function can be found on the home screen of the app. If you tap the three bars on the top right of the screen,
the calendar reverts into a year's events list.Closing and restarting the app periodically resets all notifications,
events, and forms, ensuring all updates are live. All events are posted here.

HEDGEKOPE SCHOOL
Pet Day { change of date from 23/10)

HEDGEHOPE SCHOOL

Swim Safe Program

Tui Assembly @2:30

HEDOELHOPE SCHOOL

Enviro Leaders to Sherwood Forest.

BOT Meeting at 7pm

School Photos

Mitre 10 Tough Kids - Year 3-8

Book Bus

HEDOTHOPE SCHOOL HEDGEHOPE SCHOOL
Piwakawaka Assembly @ 2:30 Piwakawaka Sherwood Forest
N D .

HEDGEHOPE SCHOOL
Kereru @ Sherwood Forest 9am
D

Emergency Management EarthQuake Simulator

HLDAEHOPE §CHOOL

Deep Cove - Parent meeung @ 7pm HEDGEMOPE SCHOOL

Tui @ Sherwood Forest 12pm

December 1€
HEDGEHOPE 3CHOOL

PTA Fundraising Meeting at 7pm
HEDGEHOPE SCHOOL

Year 8 Leavers Dinner
HEDGEHOPE SCHOOL

Kereru Assembly @ 2:30
amber 78
HEDGEHOPE SCHOOL
MEDGEHOPE SCHOOL Hedgehope Prize Giving
Ol .

Olympic Ambassador Dylan Schmidt visit @9am

HEDGEHOPE SCHOOL

HEDGEHOPE SCHOOL
Deep Cove Camp - Tui Students

Piwakawaka Assembly @ 2:30

Final Day of School
Dezember 12

HEDGEHOPE SCHOOL
Year 8 Leavers Speeches

Tennis

Starting Wednesday 29 October at the John St Courts. $40 for 6 weeks
Limited spaces left for Hot Shots {3:30pm session aimost full)
We are pleased to announce the arrival of a professional tennis coach fram
overseas who will be coaching our more advanced players!
{Private individual or group lessons available).

For more Info or to register, contact Steve Wadsworth 0211543361
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PLEASE CONTACT WENDY BUTLER FOR
ANY MORE INFORMATION OR TO ENROL

0273797227

$50 PER PERSON
STARTS ON THE 13™ OF OCTOBER AND
GOES TILL THE 24™ OF NOVEMBER.
(6 WEEKS SKIPS LABOUR DAY)
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m'eworks Extravagansza

8™ November 2025 2pm
This ticket entitles 1 child (5-12yrs)
FREE ADMISSION with a paying adult

Cjnwsnsms

SPEEDWAY
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Fireworks Extravaganaxa

8™ November 2023 4pm
This ticket entitles 1 child (5-12yrs}

FREE ADMISSION with a paying adult
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Fh'ewarks Extravaganxa
8 November 2023 %pm

This ticket entitles 1 child (5-12yrs)
FREE ADMISSION with a paying adult
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JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL MORNING DESIGNED
FOR CHILDREN STARTING SCHOOL IN 2026.
COME TO OUR CLASSROOMS, PLAY AND
GET A FEEL FOR SCHOOL LIFE AT HEDGEHOPE.

More Info: @® 032306106




