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With the change to the curriculum this year for Maths and English in Years 0–8, we are currently in a transition
phase from the old curriculum to the new one. Because of this, you may notice in your child’s report a change in
your their progress or achievement compared to previous years.‌ ‌

At this stage, there is no robust assessment guidance, nor progress markers available to us until the beginning
of 2026. This means we are currently relying on our professional judgement and school-wide moderation to
make sense of your child’s learning in relation to the new curriculum. In addition, key curriculum changes were
only released in late October; hence, this report looks and feels very different from a traditional Hedgehope End
of Year Report. The Board of Trustees and the Hedgehope School staff are hopeful that the Ministry of
Education will deliver the robust assessment tools as promised in early 2026. This will enable us to provide you
with clearer and more consistent data heading forward. As always, the best way to truly understand how your
child is doing as a Hedgehope learner is to chat directly with their teacher.‌

End of Year reports for students will be distributed out on the 15‌  December, unless your child has received an
anniversary report recently.‌

th‌
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Support Staff Team for 2026‌

.‌ ‌

End of Year Prizegiving 

We are delighted to announce that we are retaining all our support staff for 2026. Juanine Janse Van Rensburg
will continue her role as teaching assistant, working with targeted students and groups whilst juggling her
administration requirements in the office. Rachael Harding will continue her work as a teaching assistant
working alongside small groups and supplementing the teaching team. We are very lucky to have such
dedicated and professional staff doing their absolute best for our students.‌

.‌ ‌
This year, Hedgehope School Prizegiving will be held on the 17‌
December from 1-3 pm in the Hedgehope Hall. This event will be to
acknowledge students who have REACHed for greatness in all that
they do. This year, the Year 8 Leavers Speeches will be held at
school on the last day.‌  ‌You are more than welcome to come and
share in this special moment,‌

th‌

Apologies‌.‌ ‌
Sincere apologies for the delay of the November newsletter.
Camps have taken precedence over this regular communication
platform

School Dates‌.‌ ‌
The last day of school for 2025 is 18  December, finishing at 3 pm.
Our 1  day for 2026 is  Monday 2  February 2026.

th

st nd

Class Lists for 2026‌
.‌ ‌
Class lists will be shared on the final week of school.

Stationary Lists for 2026‌.‌ ‌
We are currently working alongside officeMax to offer stationary packs online.‌

November 2025
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 PTA in Action - Playground

.‌ ‌
A sincere thanks to the PTA, Kiwikids Charity, Community Trust Southland, Trevor Withington and Peter Dawson
for the time, funds and expertise put into the repairs of our playground. Here’s hoping that the playground lasts
for another 27 years! 

Reviews from our Junior Class are in :
“They are pretty good builders because they have done a really good job; it’s better than before.”
“That playground is AMAZING.”

A massive thank you to all who were involved in this latest community action at Hedgehope School. Hedgehope
School wishes to thank McGregor Concrete Ltd, Burrowes Transport and Winton Mitre 10  for the kind donation of
sand, shovels and buckets.

 PTA in Action - Sandpit 

 PTA in Action - Twilight Golf 

The annual PTA Golf Ambrose Tournament is back. This year
it will be hosted on Friday 20  February ( Week 4) and will
be a great opportunity to reconnect with friends and family
after our summer break. More information will folllow at a
later date. 

th

PTA in Action - Last Day of School
Treat
On the last day of school on the 18  December, the PTA has
funded a tasty treat for all to indulge in. This also coincides
with the traditional water fight from 1pm onwards.  Feel free
to come along for the treat but bring a change of clothes.
You may get wet! 

th
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Olympic Ambassadors‌

.‌ ‌The NZOC Olympic Education programme provides free online resources, games, and information to inspire and
motivate people to be active and to play and live by the Olympic Values of Friendship, Excellence and Respect.
After we engaged with this program, we were offered a visit by Olympic Ambassador Dylan Schmidt. He spent
45 minutes with the entire school speaking about the Olympic Values. What an exceptional role model for our
tamariki. He also shared with us his 2020 Olympic Bronze medal and also performed two back flips for us.
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 ‌Kia Ora from Tūī,‌

.‌ ‌
This month we unfortunately faced the disappointment of a batch of
eggs in the incubator that failed due to the October storm and 3 day
power cut to school. We quickly reset and with our hopes up put
another 28 eggs in the incubator and hoped for the best.

Last week while Kereru and Piwakawaka were on camp our patience
was rewarded as we watched 12 chicks hatch over the course of
two days. They are now in a brooder set up in Tui and provide some
great distraction through the day!

This month we have had Mitre10 Tough Kids which was a fun,
challenging morning at Surrey Park. We also had our SwimSafe
sessions at the CSC Pool. Lots of fun and new learning amongst our
normal programme!

Tui has also been gearing up for our own Camp in Deep Cove next
week. We are super excited to be heading away and have been
hearing tales of catching sharks, kiwi spotting, glow worms, walks,
and even a cruise! Plenty to look forward to in the final two weeks of
school.

The Pīwakawaka children have been busy and enthusiastic learners!
In Maths, we’re continuing our strong focus on addition and
subtraction, building confidence in solving problems and explaining
our thinking.

In Writing, we’ve been consolidating all the skills we’ve learned
throughout the year. It’s wonderful to see the children becoming
more independent and producing longer, more interesting stories —
their excitement as writers is really shining through!

In Reading, our next couple of weeks will be all about building
fluency and making sure we can confidently read and write our heart
words accurately.

A highlight of the past month was definitely swimming — the children
LOVED being in the pool and learning all about water safety. As a
rural school in Southland, we are very fortunate to have the
opportunity to take part in the water safety programme provided by
Southern REAP. Experiences such as swimming in clothes and using
milk bottles as flotation devices are invaluable, giving our children
essential skills for staying safe around water.

Piwakawaka News
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Kereru had an amazing time away on camp, here are a few of our highlights:‌

.‌ ‌
GOLF
The first activity of our camp we went to the Green Acres Golf Driving Range with Mark. It was really fun. At the
start we had to get into groups. In my group there was Maci, Len, Charlotte G and I. The first thing that we had to
do was fill a bucket with golf balls. We had to run out onto the field and fill up the bucket with balls. When we
got back, Mr Withington told us the rules, then we got to start. Charlotte and I were the best at golf in our group.
I hit my ball all the way to the 100 mark. At the end when everyone had no more balls left, we had to run out and
collect another bucket of balls and put them in a big big bucket for the next people. - Demi

Zealan, Jai and I were in a group. Zealan and I hit the ball further than 50 metres and Jai hit it at 100 metres. I
liked playing golf at the Driving Range. - Beau

ORIENTEERING
After golf, we split into two groups. Our group had Lydia, Ivy, Bella, Triniti, Angela, Zavery, Zealan, Charlotte G,
Georgia, Juanine and Whaea Rosanne. Our Group went to Bushy Point to do Orienteering with Karen and Nancy
of the Southland Orienteering Club. We each got given a map, a whistle and a scanner, which got tied to our
hands. As we walked along we had to find control boxes that were numbered, and use our scanner and put it
into the control box. It beeped and went to the computer which timed how long it took to get from each control
box. We were the fastest and we completed the first course in 30 minutes. We really enjoyed it, we raced each
other and had lots of fun. - Georgia and Zealan

PLAYGROUND
After Orienteering, our group were waiting for the Mountain bikers at the Sandy Point Playground. Len, Zealan,
Georgia, Charlotte G and I were rolling down a hill. It was so fun, we turned it into a game of Human Ten Pin
Bowling. The other kids were playing with the flying fox. I tried to scare Whaea Rosanne by being quiet and
sneaking up on her. - Zavery

MOUNTAIN BIKING
Our group went Mountain Biking at the Sandy Point Mountain Biking Track. Beau, Charlie, Charlotte R, Demi,
George, Hamish, Harrison, Hunter, Jai, Leah, Maci, and WIlliam all went with Mr Withington, Mitch Johnston and
Emma Butcher. The first track we did was called Mitch the number was 17. It took about 30 minutes and was
2000m long. There were some really steep jumps. Maci went in the middle and Hamish was in the front. There
was a spot called the clearing, where we all met up together. After each course that is where we met each
other. There was a hill close to the clearing. The boys found another big hill, and did some really cool jumps. -
Maci & Hamish
I went mountain biking with my friends with Mr Withington, Hunter’s mother Emma, and Demi's dad Mitch. We did
5 trails. I saw a steep steep hill, my friends and I pushed our bikes up the hill and we saw a big jump at the end
of the hill. So I convinced Harry to go down the mountain first and he did. It looked like so much fun, so I went
next and it was like flying. - Charlie

BUNKROOMS
We chose our bunkrooms on Monday at school. We made signs and named our bunkroom. Then as a group we
came up with rules so that everyone could be respectful of each other. In our bunkrooms there were some bunk
beds and it was cool. You could sleep at the top or at the bottom bed. I was sleeping in the bottom bed. Our
bunk room was called ‘The Kittens’. And it showed a picture of our group name and everyone liked it. - Lydia

TALENT SHOW
The talent show was very cool. I did it on the first night, I did ‘All is Fair’ from Snow White. And the next night I
did a dance called ‘Party in the USA with my friend, Scarlett. William did a really good job of dancing and some
girls did a dance or sang ‘Pink Pony Club. The boys, Beau, Charlie, Harrison, Hunter and Jai, did some jumps,
wheelies and some tricks on the bikes. A few of us were a little nervous, but it was actually a lot of fun. - Triniti
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Kereru had an amazing time away on camp, here are a few of our highlights:‌

.‌ ‌
HUT / SHELTER BUILDING
Then we all made our way to the camp - Edenview. We did some activities on the second day. One activity was
Hut Building. We were given materials: tarp, rope. scissors, a hammer and a saw. Some of us went in groups of
four and some of us went in groups of three. The way the challenge worked was you had to make a shelter. We
built ours by making a big square piece of tarp, and used some rope to tie it to the trees. There was a little
curve so the water could slide off. Once your shelter was built Mitch, Demi’s dad, dumped water on each hut, to
be like a storm. Our worked, and the water just flowed all the way down. Then Mr. Withington shook each hut.
One of the huts ripped and one of the huts were too tiny so not everyone could fit in the hut.
It was a fun experience. - Charlotte R & Ivy.

PEST CONTROL
We learnt about forest animals and pests with Josh from Environment Southland. We learnt that the wētā can be
found high up in trees or down in a log. The yellow eyed penguins come up to the forest to lay its eggs in the
bush, to keep them safe so predators don’t get them. Josh bought some stuffed animals, which were wild cats,
a possum, stout and a ferret. We did an activity where we looked at animal paw prints and I loved it. - George P

MOONSHINE MUSEUM
The Moonshine Museum was cool. My favourite was the moonshine machine and the old cow shed. I got to take
a wee book home showing you what you could see in the museum as a memento. There was also a movie
about the history of moonshine. - Hunter

We looked at machines and cool things. We saw a big machine that made whiskey and it was run by a
computer. A man came to make whiskey for the museum. Then we went into a room and saw a mannequin of a
man who made whiskey in the old days. It was illegal to make whiskey and so the police came to his house.
When they came to his home, a police officer thought his horse could help. So he got on to the horse, and the
horse took him to where the man was making his whiskey. But they couldn’t arrest him because they didn’t
know if the still was the man’s or not. We then looked at an old cow shed with 3 men, with a bottle and a still.
The policeman was watching through a small hole in the shed. So he found them making whiskey and he
arrested them. They had to go to jail for 6 years and pay money. The museum was quite interesting and cool. -
Scarlett

ART MUSEUM
At the art museum there was a chair made out of bricks which was cool. There was a woman and a bird made
out of clothes. The artists are really talented to be able to make that, especially the picture that you looked at
from different directions, it looked like it was getting bigger, like it was coming out of the photo. After the
museums we went to Bannerman park. We saw a stag and fed it. Then we had Fish’n’Chips. - Harry
The art museum was cool. There was 3D art and sculptures of animals, like horses and deer, a mask, and a rock
and brick chair. There was a sign that said in Room One there was red in every picture. And in the last room
there was a circle glass thing that moved from side to side. - Leah

WETLANDS
At the wet lands we learnt a lot of things about fish. We also learnt about what the differences were of shortfin
and longfin tuna. Charlotte R, Georgia B and Elliott planted the trees. We did an activity where you needed to
guess what the right word in the sentence was too - Angela & Jai.

After our activities at camp, we went to the Edendale School Swimming Pool. We had nachos for dinner and in
the evening we got ready for bed and we all got into bed and went to sleep. The next morning we got up and
we had breakfast and we got to see Jim Geddes at the art gallery. We went to the Hokonui Moonshine Museum
and also saw a photo of a Allie Sands who used to live in the Dunstable Valley. Then we went to look around at
some cool stuff and we went to the park and had fish and chips for lunch. We went back to school and home
for a good sleep. We had so much fun. - Isabella
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Education outside of the Classroom- Piwakawaka and Kereru Camp‌

“The best classroom is roofed only by the sky.”
Here are some snaps of our Piwakawaka (Year 1-2) and Kererū (Year 3-5) camp.
A huge thank you to all the parents support and to  Rodney from Hokonui Runaka for making this camp a
success.

The Otatara Pump Track features a clever design with
smooth transitions, allowing riders to flow continuously
without pedalling.
Key elements include:

Rollers: Small hills that boost momentum as riders
push and pull through each wave.
Berms: Banked turns for navigating corners with
speed and control, ensuring a thrilling ride.
Mixed Heights: Varied elevations cater to all skill
levels, offering challenges for beginners and experts
alike

A bivy is a survival shelter which can help you
survive if you get lost. You can live for days
without water, weeks without food, but just hours
in bad weather.

Students created a bivy with some tarps, ropes
and natural materials to brave the weather and
man-made storms. ( Mitch and Mr Withington)

Bannerman Park is home to
Romeo the resident red stag,
along with his hinds and fawn.
Cared for by the local New
Zealand Deer Stalkers
Association, they’re a much-
loved highlight of the park and a
must-see for visitors.

https://www.hedgehope.school.nz/
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Education Outside of the Classroom- Piwakawaka and Kereru Camp‌

Reconnecting to our documentary
filmed last year, we visited the Hokonui
Moonshine Museum. Gore District’s
colourful history of illicit whiskey
making and consumption is celebrated
in this unique museum, located in
Gore’s heritage precinct. We were also
lucky to have a guided tour of the
Eastern Southland Art Gallery too.

Students who engaged with Josh from Environment Southland
and  EnviroSchools understood how footprints can help
identify different animals, including pests. They were able to
recognise common pest species in Aotearoa NZ through their
tracks.

Courses were set and sessions facilitated by Southland
Orienteering President Sally Duston. Bushy Point, Brydson
Road, Otatara, is a much better venue for learner orienteers.
There are 2 courses, easy white (1.9km), mostly on tracks.
Harder Yellow, bits off track (2km). Students started off with a
bit of a map talk and walk.

https://www.hedgehope.school.nz/
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Education Outside of the Classroom- Piwakawaka and Kereru Camp‌

Students were involved with activities around wetlands and
water quality with Jane Tagamoa from Environment Southland.
Fish traps were lifted, and we examined the native species
collected. There was also a tree planting session. 

Students spent 60 minutes refining their strokes at the Green
Acres Driving Range.  There are some talented golfers
amongst us! 

Education Outside of the Classroom- Tui Class‌

This week, Tui Class, Mrs V, Mr Withington, Jackie Jones, Kawana Harding, and Kate Johnston will be heading to
Deep Cove. The excitement is fever pitch!

https://www.hedgehope.school.nz/


HEDGEHOPE SCHOOL‌

NEWSLETTER‌

https://www.hedgehope.school.nz/‌

Up and Coming Events:‌
Using the skooloop calendar function is the most effective way to view school-wide events. The calendar
function can be found on the home screen of the app. If you tap the three bars on the top right of the screen,
the calendar reverts into a year's events list.Closing and restarting the app periodically resets all notifications,
events, and forms, ensuring all updates are live. All events are posted here.‌
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