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Palmerston North to Host Jubilee Youth Festival in August

The Diocese of Palmerston North

is excited to announce the Jubilee
Youth Festival 2025, a day-long
celebration for young people across
the diocese as part of the global
Church’s Year of Jubilee.

The festival will take place on
Saturday, August 2, at the Cathedral
of the Holy Spirit and Te Rau Aroha
—the Catholic Diocesan Centre —in
Palmerston North, running from
10.45am to 8.30pm.

Held in unison with the global
Jubilee for Youth, this event invites
young people to encounter faith in a
fresh and joyful way through Mass,
inspiring talks, worship, games,
workshops, adoration, reconciliation
and a party to finish the night.

“We believe in the Palmerston North
Diocese that we have the absolute
best young people in the world — and
we want to celebrate you!” says Nick
Wilson, on behalf of the Festival
Organising Team.

Event Details:

Date: Saturday, August 2
Time: 10.45am-8.30pm
Location: Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit & Te Rau Aroha,
Palmerston North
Cost: $10 per person

Optional Overnight Stay: $5 koha

Overnight accommodation is
available for groups travelling

from out of town that can’t return
the same night. Group leaders

are responsible for supervision
overnight, as festival organisers will
not be staying onsite.

What to Expect:

* Mass with Bishop John

* Inspiring speakers and workshops
* Games, activities, and a talent show
e Worship, adoration, reconciliation
* A high-energy closing party

Let’s come together to celebrate the
Jjoy, faith and energy of our young
Church. See you there!

For questions or more info,
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please contact Nick Wilson:
nwilson@pndiocese.org.nz

(marae-style at local church halls -

. ‘k.‘VCathedral of the Holy Spirit
3 ' 'yf ? bring mattress & bedding)
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Fr Marcus Francis Appointed Vicar General

On June 24, a Mass was held at
the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in
Palmerston North, during which
Fr Marcus Francis was formally
appointed as Vicar General of the
Diocese of Palmerston North.

The appointment was made official
during the liturgy, where Bishop
John Adams led Fr Marcus in the
Profession of Faith and Oath of
Fidelity, as required by canon

law for those assuming offices of
ecclesiastical governance. These
formal acts mark the beginning of Fr
Marcus’ term as Vicar General, a role
that involves assisting the diocesan
bishop in the administrative and
pastoral leadership of the diocese.

“It is a privilege for me to accept
the office of Vicar General as I am

called by it to follow in the footsteps
of some tremendous servants of the
Diocese,” Fr Marcus said.

“I call to mind Msgr Tim Hannigan,
Msgr Brian McAloon, Msgr Dave
Bell and most recently Msgr Brian
Walsh.

“Bishop John brings an energy and
vision to the Diocese that fills me
with optimism and enthusiasm
for the ministry that he and the
presbyterate who work with

him share. The upcoming Hope
and Renewal Summit is already
significant evidence of this.

“I pray that I will be found worthy
of the trust placed in me and true to
the Act of Faith and Oath of Fidelity I
made at the Cathedral.”

The Mass was attended by clergy,
parishioners and visitors from across
the diocese, including a number

of attendees who travelled from
Hastings, where Fr Marcus is the
parish priest.
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New director appointed to lead
Catholic Enquiry Centre

Twelve years after approaching the
Catholic Enquiry Centre to support
her in a journey towards the Catholic
Church, Carly Mulqueen will take up
the role as the Centre’s director.

The New Zealand bishops last
month confirmed Mrs Mulqueen’s
appointment after a national search.
New Zealand Catholic Bishops
Conference president Bishop Steve
Lowe said she emerged from the
field of applicants as the choice to
carry forward decades of history.

“For more than 60 years, the Catholic
Enquiry Centre has been a first stop
for countless people on their way

to finding a spiritual home in the
Catholic Church,” he said.

“While some of the strategies and
techniques have changed over those
years, the Centre’s goal remains the
same — help people to know and love
Jesus and His Church.

“As someone who has experienced
and benefited from the Centre’s

€€ In all I do, I seek to make Christ known 33

work, Carly brings a wonderful
perspective and broad experience to
this director’s role.”

Mrs Mulqueen has worked in
parish and diocesan settings within
the Catholic Church, as well as in
roles within national faith-based
organisations.

She said it is a privilege to be invited
to continue the Catholic Enquiry
Centre’s legacy.

“I am truly grateful to God for
revealing His love to me and for
drawing me into His one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church. In all
I do, I seek to make Christ known
and to help others follow Him as a
disciple,” Mrs Mulqueen said.

“When this role became vacant, I felt
a very strong calling to offer myself
in the service of the Church in this
particular way. I’'ve experienced
first-hand how powerful this
ministry can be, and feel privileged
to now be able to accompany those

enquiring as they take the next steps
in their faith journey.”

Mrs Mulqueen will start in the new
role on July 7, leading a team of three
and collaborating with other NZCBC
staff and with diocesan leaders to
carry out the Centre’s mission.

“There are many wonderful things
happening within the Church in New
Zealand. Responding to and reaching
out to those who are curious and
open to the Catholic faith will be a
great joy,” she said.

“We find ourselves in a moment
when Pope Francis’ passing and
Pope Leo’s election have heightened
interest in the Church. What an
opportunity we have to respond to
that interest.”

NZ bishops making joint pilgrimage for Assumption feast

New Zealand’s bishops will gather
at the national Marian shrine

in August to mark the country’s
patronal feast day — the Solemnity
of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.
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St Mary of the Angels in central
Wellington was dedicated as the
Shrine to Mary, Assumed into
Heaven on August 14, 2022. It
followed the renewal of New
Zealand’s dedication to Mary, using
that title, in 2021 — 183 years after the
country’s first bishop, Jean-Baptiste
Pompallier, had done so.

The August 15 Mass this year marks
the second of two shared pilgrimages
the six active New Zealand bishops
are making during the Jubilee

Year. In January, they all made a
pilgrimage to Northland, culminating
in the anniversary of the first Mass
on New Zealand soil at Totara Point.

Wellington Archbishop Paul
Martin SM said he looks forward to
welcoming his brother bishops to

the archdiocese, along with other
pilgrims from near and far.

“We are celebrating this year of
jubilee, with the theme Pilgrims of
Hope,” he explained. “This pilgrimage
is one we are all making — young and
old, women and men, bishops, laity,
priests, religious, from our various
cultural and ethnic traditions.

“May the Feast of the Assumption

be an opportunity for we pilgrims to
share in the hope of the Lord and in
the understanding of the importance
of His Blessed Mother, whom we
honour and celebrate in a special
way on that day.”

The Mass will be celebrated at
6pm on Friday, August 15.

All are welcome.

Content on this spread provided by the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference



Head of Vatican Observatory preparing for fourth NZ trip

The director of the Vatican
Observatory will soon make his
fourth visit to New Zealand, taking
in the Southern Hemisphere skies
and sharing his insights on theology,
astronomy and science.

Br Guy Consolmagno S]J first travelled
to New Zealand in 1996 as part of a
trip that featured collecting meteorites
from the East Antarctic Plateau and a
New Year’s Eve concert headlined by
iconic band The Muttonbirds.

His visits have included astronomical
observations from Lake Tekapo,

exploration of Great Barrier Island and
a well-attended speaking tour in 2019.

During the upcoming visit, Br

Guy will give talks in Auckland,
Wellington, Christchurch and Timaru
in early August, as well as spending
time at a number of world-renowned
sites for stargazing.

As a member of the Society of Jesus,
his tour will commence with an
event at St Ignatius of Loyola Catholic
College in Drury, which opened last
year with a Jesuit charism.

He will speak at other Catholic
schools, at Te Kupenga - Catholic
Leadership Institute campuses,
at a Christchurch parish and at
universities as he makes his way
down the country.

While he is looking forward to
renewing friendships and offering
his thoughts with new groups

of people, Br Guy concedes the
Southern Hemisphere skies hold
great appeal.

“New Zealand is one of the few places
of dry land on Earth that’s at the same
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latitude south as the places where
I have lived in the north. Southern
stars are not to be missed,” he said.

“But I say that in part because I
know that the stars (if not the clear
skies needed to see them) can be
predicted. The more important
part of the trip, the people, can’t
be predicted; I am prepared to be
surprised.”

Br Guy concedes that life as a
scientist and a professed member of
a religious order often prompts some
interesting questions. After decades
of speaking around the world, he has
detected a change in recent years.

“I've noticed in the past five years or
so a fascinating shift in the sorts of
questions I get and the attitudes that
people have,” he said

“My fellow scientists are much more
open now to questions of faith than
they were 30 years ago, while there’s
been a lot less faith in science among
the general public.
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“I will be fascinated to see what sorts
of questions and conversations I
have when I get to New Zealand, to
see how these changes are playing
out there.”

One line of questioning he’s
preparing for is how the new Pope
views faith and science.

Br Guy said, of Pope Leo XIV: “Since
he’s a mathematician by training, I
know he understands the beauty of
finding God in our academic search
for truth.

“His name is also a good clue; his
predecessor, Pope Leo XIII, was
the Pope who founded the Vatican
Observatory!”

Te Kupenga acting chief executive
John Kleinsman said the tertiary
provider is pleased to be supporting
Br Guy’s visit.

“The Catholic tradition is one steeped
in the interaction between faith and
science, and Br Guy stands at the
forefront of that connection today,”
Dr Kleinsman said.

“We encourage people to come and
hear about some of the wonders of
our creation from someone who
gazes upon it and reflects on it
through a lens of faith.”

Br Guy wonders if his visit might
encourage the next generation of
scientists or astronomers. A high
school student who attended one
of his 2019 talks in New Zealand is
now a doctoral astronomy student
attending the Vatican Observatory
Summer School.

To view Br Guy’s New Zealand
schedule of public events, visit
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news

tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz



Training Day Promotes
Hidden Disabilities Awareness

On July 1, the Catholic Diocese of
Palmerston North took a significant
step toward inclusivity by hosting a
training day to launch the Hidden
Disabilities Sunflower Scheme
(HDSS). Held at the Diocesan Centre,
the event reflects the diocese’s
commitment to “radical welcome”,
inspired by the Synod on Synodality.

The HDSS is a global initiative that
enables individuals with non-visible
disabilities to discreetly signal their
need for support using sunflower-
themed items like lanyards or pins.
This marks the first adoption of

the scheme by a Catholic diocese in
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Insights from over 230 synodal
submissions revealed a strong
desire for a more welcoming and
responsive Church. Many felt that
while liturgy met formal obligations,
it often lacked deeper spiritual and
communal connection.
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disabilities

David Loving-Molloy, newly-
appointed Leader and Advisor

of Inclusion, is spearheading this
transformation. He also serves as
chaplain to the Deaf community.
Nick Wilson, Diocesan Pastoral
Services Director, led the training
day, emphasising that inclusion is a
moral and spiritual obligation.

The event welcomed those affected
by disability, advocates and
ministry workers. Attendees learned
practical ways to implement the
scheme, including signage, inclusion
audits and parish-based advisory
forums. Australian trainer Susan
Wright joined via Zoom to provide
background and answer questions.

Hidden disabilities — such as autism,
chronic pain or anxiety — affect up to
85 per cent of disabled individuals
in New Zealand and Australia. The
Sunflower symbol allows people

to indicate their needs without
explanation.

“This is about more than disability,”
said Nick. “It’s a culture shift toward
radical welcome for all.” Parishes
will form disability forums and
conduct accessibility audits to guide
inclusive practices.

“Inclusion isn’t optional,” Nick
concluded. “It’s how love sees others
—with dignity and delight.”

UPCOMING
ve n t S Visit www.pndiocese.org.nz/YearofJubilee2025
for all of the Jubilee weekends.

26-27 JULY JUBILEE OF GRANDPARENTS AND OLDER PERSONS
This weekend, we give thanks for the older members of our
communities, acknowledging the significant role they play in
shaping our families and society.

28 JUL - 3 AUG JUBILEE OF YOUTH
This week we give thanks for the energy, passion and hope that

‘young people bring to our communities.

16-17 AUG JUBILEE OF MUSICIANS
This weekend, we give thanks for the gift of music and the talented

individuals who use their gifts to glorify God and enrich our lives.

pndiocese.org.nz

National Formation
Day Hosted In
Palmerston North

Palmerston North Diocese was
honoured to host Catholic leaders
from across Aotearoa New Zealand
in Palmerston North on June 16 for

a national formation day focused on
evangelisation as the heart of Church
life and leadership.

The day was led by Daniel Ang,
director of the Sydney Centre for
Evangelisation, who encouraged
those gathered to see evangelisation
not as one task among many, but

as the organising principle shaping
how we lead, form others and build
our communities.

Emily Sit, Director of Mission and
Evangelisation for the Diocese,

said the formation day was about
“creating space for diocesan leaders
in New Zealand to reflect, reimagine
and realign their leadership in
service of mission.”

“We need to share more openly,
deepen trust and grow in our
reliance on the Holy Spirit,” she said,
“who convicts us of the urgency of
evangelisation as a priority for the
Catholic Church here in Aotearoa as
elsewhere.”

The day fostered a strong spirit of
openness, with leaders engaging

in prayerful conversation about
how we can prioritise mission in a
time of cultural change. Powerful
insights were shared about the need
for renewed structures, servant
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leadership and a rediscovery of the
Church’s deepest purpose.
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