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Background

This Profile Report was written within 14 months of the Education Review Office and St Anthony’s School
working in Te Ara Huarau, an improvement evaluation approach used in most English Medium State and
State Integrated Schools. For more information about Te Ara Huarau see ERQO’s website www.ero.govt.nz

Context

St Anthony’s School, located in Pahiatua, provides education for learners from years 0 to 8.
St Anthony’s School’s strategic priorities for improving outcomes for learners are through:

e Catholic Character - contributing to our community through Faith and LIFE.

e Learners - strengthening a culture of learning for students, staff and whanau.

e Learning - achieving across the curriculum; with priority on te ao Maori, stewardship, and our local
curriculum.

e Environment and Community - providing a safe, positive environment through quality relationships,
partnerships, and resourcing.

You can find a copy of the school’s strategic and annual plan on St Anthony’s School’s website.

ERO and the school are working together to evaluate how effectively the newly developed localised
curriculum is implemented so that it continually responds to accelerate the literacy achievement of all
students, with particular focus on reading.

The rationale for selecting this evaluation is:

e that leaders and teachers have identified the need to comprehensively review the teaching of literacy
throughout the school

e to support leaders and teachers to align systems and processes that will embed and sustain a
responsive, rich, broad localised curriculum focused on lifting the achievement of all learners.
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The school expects to see learners experiencing a responsive, rich localised curriculum that consistently
ensures that they have access to meaningful and worthwhile literacy learning that continuously lifts their
achievement.

Strengths

The school can draw from the following strengths to support the school in its goal to evaluate how
effectively the newly developed localised curriculum is implemented so that it continually responds to
accelerate the literacy achievement of all students, with a particular focus on reading:

e strongly embedded school and Gospel values underpin learning and behaviour expectations to support
and accelerate learner success

e alearning community of inclusive, respectful and engaged students supported by responsive and highly
connected whanau

e acollaborative staff, open to learning and professional growth, committed to continually improving
student achievement and wellbeing

e acommitted board and senior leadership team, focused on student achievement, that prioritises the
resourcing of teachers’ and leaders’ professional learning.

Where to next?

Moving forward, the school will prioritise:

e trialling and implementing the new literacy pedagogy and teaching practices gained from professional
learning
e the ongoing review and implementation of the new localised literacy curriculum.

ERO’s role will be to support the school in its evaluation for improvement cycle to improve outcomes for all
learners. ERO will support the school in reporting their progress to the community. The next public report
on ERO’s website will be a Te Ara Huarau | School Evaluation Report and is due within three years.
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About the School

The Education Counts website provides further information about the school’s student population, student
engagement and student achievement. educationcounts.govt.nz/home
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