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​Nau mai, Haere mai Whānau and Friends of​
​St Anthony’s School,​
​In the coming weeks there will be an opportunity​
​for school whānau to meet with their child’s class​
​teacher.  Please read more about this further in​
​the newsletter.  The staff and I are looking​
​forward to meeting with the school whānau​
​during that time. Please also read the BOT Term 1​
​Newsletter attached to this newsletter.​
​Towards of this newsletter you will find​
​information about the Easter Raffle and the​
​Cookie Dough Fundraiser. We always appreciate​
​the support we receive from our school​
​community.​

​Ngā mihi nui​
​Marg Hyslop,  Principal of St Anthony’s School​

​Trip to the Vatican in Rome​
​Bronny Lea from our Board of Trustees and her​
​husband David have been invited to the Vatican​
​in Rome.  In 2008 Bronny and David were the​
​World Leaders of a church organisation called​
​Worldwide Marriage Encounter - during that time​
​they had approached the Vatican on behalf of the​
​organisation to be officially accepted as a full​
​member of the Church.  It is finally coming to​
​fruition and Bronny and David have been invited​
​back for the ceremony at the Vatican and for a​
​private audience with Pope Leo.  This is taking​
​place on the 11 and 12 March 2026.  They are​
​excited about this great honour. We keep them in​
​our prayers for a safe, happy and memorable​
​journey.​

​Teacher Only Day​
​On Friday, 15 May 2026 we will be having  a​
​Teacher Only Day so that the teachers can​
​participate in a Professional Learning Day on the​
​refreshed Mathematics Curriculum.  That means​
​school will be closed on that day.​

​Farewell Student​
​We wish Pearl Cunningham and her family all the​
​very next as Pearl moves on to Totora College.​
​God bless you Pearl.  Our school roll is now 117.​

​Attendance Data​
​For Term 1, Week 6,​​84% of our students​
​regularly attended school​​.  Thank you to our​
​students, families, and staff for making​
​attendance a priority.​
​NB: The Government's target is: 80% students​
​attending 90% of the term time.​

​The Movie “David”​
​It was wonderful to have the experience of​
​viewing the movie David last Thursday as a whole​
​school.  It was great to have our volunteers and​
​Fr Ralph join us for this event, thank you all.​
​Thank you to Mrs Nat Elliott for her great​
​organisation.  There were many links in this​
​movie to our school values.  If you have time​
​please speak to your child about this. For more​
​information, please contact your child’s class​
​teacher.​

​Bush Tabloid Minor Sports Y1 & Y2 - Tomorrow​
​This event is being held tomorrow as per the​
​information sent home a couple of weeks ago.  If​
​the sports are cancelled a notice will be sent out​
​on SKOOL Loop.  For any further information​
​please contact your child’s class teacher.​



​Bush Primary School Swimming Sports​
​We congratulate all of our students who attended​
​the Bush Swimming Sports on Friday, 6 March. In​
​addition to being amazing ambassadors for the​
​school on the day, all of the swimmers made it​
​through their heats to swim in at least one final​
​of the events they entered.  Thank you to​
​Mr Jansen for organising our team and to all our​
​parent helpers.​
​We would like to make special mention of the​
​following swimmers who placed in their finals:​

​Sophie​
​Beech​

​Senior Girls​ ​1st 50m Freestyle​
​1st  25m Butterfly​
​2nd 75m Individual​
​Medley​
​2nd 25m Breaststroke​

​Kenzie​
​Broughton​

​Senior Girls​ ​2nd 100m Freestyle​
​2nd  25m Freestyle​

​Amelia​
​Fouhy​

​Intermediate​
​Girls​

​2nd  25m Breaststroke​

​Amaia​
​Brown​

​Intermediate​
​Girls​

​2nd  25m Backstroke​

​Archer​
​Bellamy​

​Junior Boys​ ​1st   25m Breaststroke​
​1st   25m Backstroke​

​St Patrick's Day​
​On​​Tuesday, 17 March 2026​​, we​
​will be celebrating St Patrick’s Day.​
​Students can come to school​
​dressed in something green (not​
​their school uniform).  Those who would like to​
​can contribute a non-perishable food item to​
​the basket that we will send to Tararua​
​Community Services. This is a great opportunity​
​for our students to learn about the Catholic​
​Social Teaching Principle of Preferential Option​
​for the Poor and Vulnerable​​-​​he whakaaro nui​
​mō te hunga rawakore​​- which compels us to​
​think first of the needs of those who are most​
​vulnerable.​

​Education Review Office (ERO)​
​ERO are conducting surveys across NZ schools.  If​
​you would like to participate in this survey please​
​see the information below​​for parents with​
​children in Years 5-13 as ERO’s research centre​
​wants to hear from parents and whānau about​
​two topics: their children’s use of AI, and their​
​experience with the school in general, as part of​
​two national projects. Here are the links to the​
​two short surveys:​​Parent and whānau​
​survey_School supports​​,​​Parent survey_AI in​
​schools​​.​

​Head Lice​
​There have been some cases of head lice​
​reported to us over the past week.  We ask that​
​all families please check their children’s hair daily​
​and treat as required.  To eradicate head lice it​
​does take two or three repeated treatments. For​
​further information please contact your health​
​provider or go to the following website​
​https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/conditio​
​ns-and-treatments/diseases-and-illnesses/head-li​
​ce​​.  Public Health Nurses can provide head lice​
​treatment for the whole family, this includes head​
​lice product, conditioner and combs and advice.​
​The Public Health nurse will either come to​
​school and do an assessment or make a home​
​visit and make an assessment there. Please see​
​the School Office for a referral form.​
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​Parent Teacher Meetings​
​Bookings for Parent Teacher Meetings, 30 March -​
​1 April 2026, will be available to book towards​
​the end of next week. A notification will be sent​
​out on SKOOL Loop when these bookings go live.​

​Student Reports​
​Student reports will be sent home on the​
​27 March 2026.​

​School Sun Hats​
​As the temperatures are now getting cooler, it will​
​be optional to wear school sunhats from next​
​week.​

​School Lunches​
​Every Friday we are fortunate to have Blue Moon​
​provide an opportunity for students to purchase a​
​school lunch.  They have asked for any feedback​
​about these lunches or suggestions.  If you would​
​like to, please email the School Office with your​
​feedback this week so that we can forward this​
​information to Blue Moon.​

​Parent Session -  Asthma​
​We are fortunate to be able to offer a Parent​
​Asthma Education session provided by Asthma​
​Waikato on the​​29 April 2026 at 2pm​​.  Please​
​mark your calendars if your child or children have​
​asthma as this session will be well worth​
​attending.​

​Bush Primary Netball Competition​
​Our students have the opportunity to play in the​
​Term 2 after school Bush Primary Netball​
​Competition.  This takes place on Thursday​
​afternoons at the Bush Multisport Complex.​
​If your child/ren would like to play, you will find​
​the registration form on our school website.​
​This registration form and fees need to be sent to​
​school before Thursday, 19th March 2026.​

​Sr Brigid Y7 & Y8 Camp Notice​
​A camp notice for all Y7 & Y8 families with all the​
​latest updates, will be sent home on Monday,​
​please check your SKOOL Loop app, under our​
​class group.​

​Easter Raffle​
​Sr Brigid  Year 7 & 8 Class are excited to run an​
​Easter Raffle for raising funds toward their Year 7​
​and Year 8 Camp​​.​ ​Tickets are $2 each​​,​​and the​
​first prize includes a voucher for an overnight stay​
​at an Airbnb in​​Tangimoana​​,​​generously donated​
​by Jackie and Ashley Lange. The raffle will be​
​drawn on​​Holy Thursday, 2 April, at St Brigid’s​
​Church after the school Easter drama.  Year 7 & 8​
​Students will be selling tickets at the front gate on​
​Tuesdays and Thursdays, and tickets can also be​
​organised through Sr Brigid Year 7 & 8 students.​
​For further information, please contact​
​Jenni Harrison.  Thank you for supporting our​
​Year 7 & 8 students and helping make their camp​
​experience possible.​

​Bush Junior Hockey Registration​
​Bush Junior Hockey Registrations are now open​
​for all new players from Year 1-8. This is for Friday​
​night/ Sunday mornings Grades, held in​
​Palmerston North starting in May 2026.​
​If anyone is interested in your child playing​
​hockey this winter can you please contact Ceri on​
​0273050615 or email ceri.treder@aon.com.​

​Touch Rugby Duty​
​Our school is on Touch Rugby duty on Friday 20​
​March 2026.  This involves setting out the cones​
​(there is a map to help with this), and sitting at​
​the BBQ and time keeping. We really require​
​parent help with this duty night, if you can help,​
​please contact Mrs Rae Powell asap on​
​rpowell@stanthony.ac.nz.​
​It makes it easier if we can share this duty night​
​with several parents.  Thank you​

​Further Touch Rugby Information​
​A message has been sent from the Friday after​
​school, Touch Rugby organisers.​
​Can you please ensure that your children do not​
​ride their bikes near the Touch Rugby fields or the​
​BBQ area.  Can parents also only park in the​
​allocated spaces, last week the emergency exit by​
​the grandstand was blocked off by vehicles.​
​Thank you for your support in this matter.​
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​Thank You Volunteers​
​We would like to do a huge thank you to our​
​wonderful Touch Rugby referees.  Each week they​
​turn up diligently to referee our teams.  These​
​referees are both current and past St Anthony's​
​students.  Thank you to:  Jack Murphy,​
​Abe Te Waaka, Liam Elliston, Amelia Fouhy,​
​Ethan Buys, Brody Little, Levi Griffin, and​
​Hannah Baker.​
​You are all amazing and much appreciated.​

​Congratulations Hockey Player​
​Congratulations to Kenzie Broughton who has​
​been selected for the U13 Manawatu Hockey side​
​and is off to Nelson in April school holidays for a​
​week for a tournament.  What a great​
​achievement.​

​Bush Indoor Hockey Competition​
​Our students have the opportunity to play in the​
​Term 2 after school Bush Primary Indoor Hockey​
​Competition.  This takes place on Monday​
​afternoons at the Bush Multisport Stadium.​
​If your child/ren would like to play, you will find​
​the registration form on our school website.​
​This registration form and fees need to be sent to​
​school before Thursday, 19 March 2026.​

​2026 School Term Dates​
​Term One: 28 January - 2 April​
​Term Two: 20 April - 3 July​
​Term Three: 20 July - 25 September​
​Term Four: 12 October - 16 December​

​Upcoming School Dates​
​13.03.26​ ​Mass: Sr B, Fr T & Sr dSM​

​Bush Tabloid Minor Sports (Sr A &​
​Sr M)​

​16.03.26​ ​Y7&Y8 Imms​
​17.03.26​ ​St Patrick’s Day​
​20.03.26​ ​Mass: Sr A, Sr M & Sr G​
​24.03.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Tech​
​26.03.26​ ​Newsletter​
​27.03.26​ ​Mass: Sr B, Fr T & Sr dSM​

​Student Reports sent home​
​30.03.26​ ​Parent Teacher Meetings​
​31.03.26​ ​Parent Teacher Meetings​
​1.04.26​ ​Parent Teacher Meetings​
​2.04.26​ ​Holy Thursday - Last Day of Term 1​

​3.04.26​ ​Good Friday​
​20.04.26​ ​First Day Term 2​
​24.04.26​ ​Baptism Mass​
​27.04.26​ ​Anzac Day observation, school​

​closed​
​28.04.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Tech​
​29.04.26​ ​Asthma Parent Session @2pm​
​3.05.206​ ​Community Mass​
​5-8.05.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Camp​

​BOT Meeting​
​Our next BOT (Board of Trustees) meeting is at​
​5pm on Monday, 23 March 2026,​​at school.  All​
​are very welcome.​

​BOT School Policies & Procedures​
​To access our school policies and procedures​
​please go to​ ​https://stanthony.schooldocs.co.nz​
​(note that there is no "www")​​.​
​Our​​username​​is: stanthony​
​Our​​password​​is:  anthony​
​The Board are currently reviewing:​
​Term 2, 2026 Policy Review:​

​●​ ​Swimming Off Site​
​●​ ​Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC)​
​●​ ​EOTC Governance Roles and​

​Responsibilities​
​●​ ​EOTC Risk Assessment and Management​

​Friends of St Anthony’s School Committee​
​Megan McHardy - Chairperson​
​Rachel Murphy​ ​Jackie Lange​
​Ed Cameron​ ​Rachel Ireland​
​Loretta Smyth​ ​Sammy Bird​
​Hannah Tamainu​ ​Marg Hyslop​

​🍪​​Friends of St Anthonys – Cookie Sale!​​🍪​
​This​​fundraiser is supporting our school​
​community! This term, we’ll be selling delicious​
​frozen cookies to help raise funds for school​
​resources and activities that benefit all of our​
​students. Orders will be placed online via the​
​dedicated website. All payments will be made​
​securely online. This is a simple and convenient​
​way to support the school while enjoying some​
​tasty treats at the same time!​
​Please use this link to place your orders.​
​https://friendsofstanthonyscookies.raiseit.co.nz/o​
​vkfvgejta​

​4​

https://stanthony.schooldocs.co.nz/
https://friendsofstanthonyscookies.raiseit.co.nz/ovkfvgejta
https://friendsofstanthonyscookies.raiseit.co.nz/ovkfvgejta


​Friends of St Anthony’s Community Cookbook​
​Copies of this beautiful cookbook are still​
​available from the School Office.​​$20 per book.​
​Alternatively you can contact Friends of​
​St Anthony’s School Committee on​
​Friendsofsta@stanthony.ac.nz​
​You can view the cookbook in the school foyer.​

​Work Wanted​
​If you have any work, or odd jobs that need​
​doing, please contact Chad Soloaiga on 022 645​
​0298.  He will be reliable and available at any​
​time.​

​Diocese of Palmerton North​
​The latest edition of  Diocese of Palmerston North​
​newsletter, Tūmanako, is available online, either​
​at​​https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz​​or​
​https://cathnewsnz.com​

​Please refer to our school website for the latest​
​Community Notices.​
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​Board of Trustees Newsletter​
​Term 1, 2026​

​It has been a busy start to our year and it has been wonderful to have everyone back at school for​
​another year. We have a lot of new families joining us this year,  we are so pleased to have you joining​
​our St Anthony’s community. Our school picnic was a great opportunity to introduce our Board to​
​everyone and play some fun games with the kids. I would like to thank Marg and the staff for giving up​
​their evening to come along and hang out with us, we appreciate all that you do.​

​There have been a lot of property updates since the end of last year. There are new woodchips under​
​both of our playgrounds and a large gum tree has been removed. The gum tree had been dropping​
​branches during recent storms and had become a safety hazard, so the removal was paid for by the​
​Diocese. Thank you to Daniel Bird for his work on this and to those who attended the working bee​
​and/or cut the firewood. These jobs go a lot smoother and quicker with help, and we really appreciate​
​you giving up your time.​

​It was great to see everyone at Community Mass. It’s a great opportunity to get together as a school​
​and church community and welcome new families. Thank you to our school band and those who​
​volunteered to do readings, you all did an incredible job. We hope to see you all there next term.​

​At our last meeting we adopted the Strategic Plan for 2026-2028 and the Annual Plan for 2026 and​
​these have now been sent to the Ministry of Education. If you would like to view these, they are​
​available on our​​school website under the Board of​​Trustees tab.​

​We would like to take this opportunity to thank​ ​for​​his service to the Board of Trustees.​Patrick Baker
​He was a Parent Representative for​​9 years and the​​Presiding Member for 6 of those years​​. Although he​
​stepped down at the election in October, he graciously agreed to be co-opted on until the end of the​
​year to assist the new board in this transition. We thank you for the many hours of work you put in over​
​these years and we wish you all the best Patrick.​

​We are still looking to grow our wonderful school so if you know of any families about to make the big​
​decision on where to send their children to school we would appreciate it if you tell them how amazing​
​St Anthony’s is. Anyone is welcome to attend our Board meetings and we would love to see more of you​
​there. Our next meeting will be Monday, 23rd March at 5pm in the Staffroom.​

​From St Anthony’s School (Pahiatua) Board of Trustees; Natalie Beech (Presiding Member),​
​Marg Hyslop, Daniel Bird, Edward Cameron, David Le Fleming, Melvin John, Bronny Lea,​
​Patricia McKay, Patrick Baker and Jenni Harrison.​

​“Lent is a time for us to empty ourselves of worldly distractions and allow God to fill us with His love, His grace, and His peace.”​

​– Saint Teresa of Calcutta​
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