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​Nau mai, Haere mai Whānau and Friends of​
​St Anthony’s School,​

​As we come to the end of a long and busy term , I​
​would like to thank our students, staff, whānau,​
​and parish community for their support​
​throughout Term 2. Our students have worked​
​incredibly hard across all areas of school life. We​
​are looking forward to sharing photos of our​
​Cultural Festival performance with you all in our​
​first newsletter of Term 3. It has been wonderful​
​to see so many St Anthony’s students receiving​
​Player of the Day recognitions through their​
​weekend and after school sporting commitments​
​this term. These achievements reflect not only​
​their skills and effort but also the way they live​
​out our school Gospel Values beyond the school​
​gates. The respect, kindness, teamwork and​
​sportsmanship shown by our students are a credit​
​to themselves, their families and our school​
​community.​

​I have had the privilege of serving as Acting​
​Principal during Mrs Hyslop’s leave. We look​
​forward to welcoming Mrs Hyslop back to St​
​Anthony’s School in Term 3 and thank her for all​
​she does for our school community.​

​I wish everyone a safe, restful and happy term​
​break. May you enjoy some quality time with your​
​whānau and friends, and we look forward to​
​welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for​
​another exciting term.​
​Ngā mihi nui,​
​Jenni Harrison​
​Acting Principal of St Anthony’s School​

​Term 3 Community Mass​
​We warmly remind and invite our St Anthony’s​
​wh​​ā​​nau and wider school community to join us​
​for our Term 3 Community Mass at St Brigid’s​
​Parish with Fr Ralph on Sunday, 2 August​
​11:00am. We are looking forward to seeing you​
​all there as we gather together in faith and​
​fellowship.​

​150th Jubilee Celebration​
​On Sunday 21st June, we​
​were privileged to attend​
​the 150th Jubilee Mass of​
​Thanksgiving for the​
​Catholic Parish of​
​Wairarapa. This special​
​celebration honoured 150​
​years of faith, service,​

​and Catholic education throughout the region.​
​Pahiatua became part of the Wairarapa Mission​
​when Fr Halbwachs was appointed as the first​
​resident priest. In 1884, Fr Thomas McKenna was​
​appointed as the first parish priest of Pahiatua​
​and travelled from Masterton each Sunday to​
​celebrate Mass with the local Catholic​
​community.​
​Representing St Anthony’s School at this​
​significant occasion were Elsa Beech,​
​Victoria McHardy, Charlotte Harrison, along with​
​Megan McHardy, and Jenni Harrison. It was also​

​wonderful to share in​
​the celebration​
​alongside members of​
​our St Brigid’s Parish​
​community, including​
​Martin Beech,​
​Agnes Diamond, and​
​Anne Beech.​



​The Jubilee Mass was a meaningful opportunity​
​to reflect on the dedication and faith of those​
​who have gone before us and helped establish​
​the strong Catholic communities we are blessed​
​to be part of today.​

​Hidden Disabilities Sunflower Scheme​

​We have a new display in our administration area,​
​just outside our Sr Brigid Classroom. This display​
​shows that we, at St Anthony’s School, proudly​
​support the Hidden Disabilities Sunflower​
​programme. The Hidden Disabilities Sunflower is​
​a simple, globally recognised symbol that helps​
​people with hidden disabilities communicate that​
​they may need additional support,​
​understanding, patience, or assistance. Hidden​
​disabilities can include autism, ADHD, dyslexia,​
​hearing loss, chronic pain, anxiety, diabetes, and​
​many other conditions that may not be​
​immediately obvious to others. By wearing a​
​Sunflower lanyard, badge, or wristband,​
​individuals can voluntarily indicate that they may​

​need a little extra time, kindness, or support​
​when navigating everyday situations.  At​
​St Anthony’s School, we are committed to​
​creating an inclusive environment where​
​everyone feels welcomed, valued, and supported.​
​The Sunflower symbol serves as a reminder that​
​not all disabilities are visible and that a little​
​understanding can make a big difference.​

​We would like to extend our sincere thanks to​
​David Loving-Molloy from the Palmerston North​
​Catholic Diocese for taking the time to visit our​
​kura and share the Hidden Disabilities Sunflower​
​Scheme with our Year 7&8 student leaders.​

​Y4 - Y6  Native Tree Planting​
​Yesterday​​our wonderful Y4-Y6 students planted​
​native trees at the Staffords property. This has​
​been a fantastic experience and we truly​
​appreciate the opportunity for our students to​
​participate and learn about the Catholic Social​
​Teaching Principle of Stewardship – kaitiakitanga​
​– which is about being responsible guardians.​
​Thank you to Fonterra and the Stafford family for​
​this opportunity and to our wonderful parent​
​helpers who made this experience possible.​

​Thank You​
​As the netball and indoor hockey season comes​
​to a close we would like to take this opportunity​
​to say a huge​​THANK YOU​​to all our wonderful​
​managers.  We would not be able to enter teams​
​in these competitions without your weekly​
​support.  You are all greatly appreciated.​
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​Bush Schools Cultural Festival​
​We are looking forward to sharing and​
​celebrating photos from today’s Cultural Festival​
​performance with you all. A huge thank you to​
​our wonderful Mrs Becky Anderson for the​
​dedication, and effort she has put into supporting​
​our kura and preparing our students for this​
​event. We also thank Whaea Ami and​
​Whaea Hiria for their time and commitment.​
​Together, Becky, Ami and Hiria’s passion and​
​commitment has helped make this experience a​
​memorable one for everyone involved.​

​Matariki Celebration and Donations​
​Thank you to everyone for your generous food​
​donations for our Matariki celebration. We​
​greatly appreciate your support. On Wednesday​
​of Week 1 Term 3, donation tables will be set up​
​in the hall for you to drop off any food items.​
​If you are providing a crockpot for our soup,​
​please ensure it is clearly named when you drop​
​it off. Our kai preparation will begin on Thursday.​
​We look forward to celebrating Matariki with our​
​school community on Friday, 24 July at 5.00pm.​
​We hope to see you there!​

​Y7& Y8 Marae Visit​
​Sr Brigid Y7 & Y8 students will be preparing kai at​
​the Marae on Thursday, 23 July in preparation for​
​our Matariki celebration. We will be leaving​
​school in the morning and returning in the​
​afternoon. For more information please speak​
​with Jenni Harrison.​

​Tararua 7-a-side Tournament​
​The 7-a-side tournament will take place at​
​Bush Multi Sport Stadium, turf and grounds.   This​
​will be held on Wednesday, 29 July, and the​
​postponement date is Friday, 31 July 2026.​
​This tournament involves all students from Year 5​
​to Year 8. A letter will come home next term with​
​further information.​

​Upcoming School Dates​
​2.07.26​ ​Cultural Festival​
​3.07.26​ ​Whole School Mass​

​Last day Term 2​

​20.07.26​ ​First Day Term 3​
​23.07.26​ ​Y7&Y8 Matariki Prep (Marae)​
​24.07.26​ ​School Whānau Matariki​

​Celebration @ 5pm - 7pm​
​29.07.26​ ​7’s Tournament (Y5-Y8)​
​31.07.26​ ​PP​​7’s Tournament (Y5-Y8)​
​2.8.26​ ​School Community Mass​
​4.08.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Tech​
​10.08.26​ ​BOT Meeting 5pm​
​18.08.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Tech​
​20.08.26​ ​First Reconciliation evening​
​21.08.26​ ​Science Road Show (Y7 & Y8)​
​28.08.26​ ​Daffodil Day​

​Volleyball Tournament(Y7 & Y8)​
​1.09.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Tech​
​3.09.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Speech Competition​
​11.09.26​ ​Bush Math Quiz​
​15.09.26​ ​Y7 & Y8 Tech​
​16.09.26​ ​Wear a Wig Fundraiser​
​16.09.26​ ​Lions Speechmaker Competition​
​24.09.26​ ​Formal Dance (Y7 & Y8)​
​25.09.26​ ​Last day Term 3​
​12.10.26​ ​First day Term 4​
​18.10.26​ ​School Community Mass​

​2026 School Term Dates​
​Term Two: 20 April - 3 July​
​Term Three: 20 July - 25 September​
​Term Four: 12 October - 16 December​

​BOT Meeting​
​Our next BOT (Board of Trustees) meeting is at​
​5pm on Monday,  10 August 2026​​at school.  All​
​are very welcome.​

​BOT School Policies & Procedures​
​To access our school policies and procedures​
​please go to​ ​https://stanthony.schooldocs.co.nz​
​(note that there is no "www")​​.​
​Our​​username​​is: stanthony​
​Our​​password​​is:  anthony​
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​From the Diocese of Palmerston North -​
​Scam Alert​
​There has been a recent increase in email​
​phishing scams recently, where scammers pose as​
​parish priests in an attempt to obtain personal​
​information of parishioners, or ask recipients to​
​purchase Apple gift cards for financial/fraudulent​
​gain and the like. The Church is not immune to​
​these types of digital scams and attacks, and​
​protecting the privacy and information of our​
​people is of utmost paramount.​
​If you believe you have experienced a privacy​
​breach or need assistance, please contact the​
​Diocesan Privacy Officer, Liam Greer –​
​integrity@pndiocese.org.nz​​.​

​Please refer to our school website for the latest​
​Community Notices.​

​More Photos from Y4-Y6 Tree Planting​
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​Board of Trustees Newsletter​
​Mid Year, 2026​

​It seems like these first two terms have flown by. Term 2 has been a busy one, with lots of students out​
​representing St Anthony's in our community which is wonderful to see.​

​As you know our Principal, Marg, is on leave at the moment. We wish her the best and look forward to​
​her return in Term 3.  I would like to thank Jenni Harrison for stepping in as Acting Principal during this​
​time, we are fortunate to have a depth of knowledge and experience on our teaching team and we​
​appreciate you taking on this role.​

​It was great to see everyone at Community Mass. It’s a great opportunity to get together as a school​
​and church community and welcome new families. Thank you to our school band and those who​
​volunteered to do readings, you all did an incredible job. We hope to see you all there next term.​

​With the increasing amount of weather events we have been experiencing in the region, we wanted to​
​share with you the process we use to decide whether or not it is safe to open the school during these​
​events. If there is a Red Weather Warning, school is automatically closed. If there is an Orange Weather​
​warning, information is gathered from Tararua District Council, Civil Defence, local weather reports,​
​Ministry of Education and Go Bus. This information is carefully considered, along with whether we can​
​safely staff the school, and a decision is made by available members of the Board of Trustees on a case​
​by case basis. We make this decision the night before to give families as much notice as possible so that​
​those who need to can make other arrangements for their children. We know it can be a stressful time​
​and we do not make these decisions lightly. The safety of our students and staff comes first and we​
​endeavour to make the best decision for our school.​

​We are still looking to grow our wonderful school so if you know of any families about to make the big​
​decision on where to send their children to school we would appreciate it if you tell them how amazing​
​St Anthony’s is.​

​Anyone is welcome to attend our Board meetings and we would love to see more of you there. Our next​
​meeting will be Monday, 10th August at 5pm in the Staffroom.​

​From St Anthony’s School (Pahiatua) Board of Trustees; Natalie Beech (Presiding Member),​
​Marg Hyslop, Jenni Harrison, Daniel Bird, Edward Cameron, David Le Fleming, Melvin John, Bronny Lea,​
​and Patricia McKay.​

​“The door of Heaven is the Heart of Jesus. The key to this door is prayer and love.” – Saint And Bessette​
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